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Vigilant 
rises 
to the 
occasion 

LIKE a sea monster rising 
from the deep, the 16,000- 
tonne Trident submarine 
HMS Vigilant breaks sur¬ 
face at the Atlantic Under¬ 
water Test and Evaluation 
Centre in the Bahamas. 

This exclusive picture, 
the first of its kind to be 
published of a Vanguard- 
class boat surfacing, was 
taken by a member of her 
Port crew, Lt Cdr Piers 
Neve. 

During her six-week 
transatlantic deployment, 
Vigilant conducted sonar 
trials and test fired two 
Trident D5 missiles. 


Navies in speedy go-ahead for first joint deployment 




THE FIRST ever combined deployment bet¬ 
ween the Royal and Russian navies will be 
held next year as the high spot of a detailed 
programme of co-operation agreed “at the 
speed of light” last month, writes Jim 
Allaway. 


It is a quick result for 
Defence Secretary George 
Robertson’s ‘defence diplo¬ 
macy’ credo which aims to 
break down the atmosphere 
of distrust left over from the 
Cold War by promoting 
direct links between the 
countries’ armed services. 

Building on talks Mr 
Robertson had with his 
Russian opposite number, 
Marshal Sergeyev in 
November, it will help the two 
navies work together on future 
humanitarian and peacekeep¬ 
ing operations. 

“I am delighted that we have 
been able to put our proposals into 
practice so quickly,” said Mr 
Robertson. “From outline to detail 
has taken only four weeks - the 
speed of light compared with previ¬ 
ous contacts. 

“The target of a joint exercise in 
1999 is demanding but achievable. 
We will achieve it - and in doing so, 
underline our commitment to 
deepening relations with Russia. 

“Building mutual trust and con¬ 
fidence through defence diplomacy 
is a vital element in European 
security. It is highly significant that 
our friendship with Russia is now 
showing early and tangible results." 

The programme of co-operation 
covers a wide range of activities, 

■ Turn to page 16 


Britannia 
to leave 
Pompey 

HMY BRITANNIA will not be 
preserved in Portsmouth 
as the Naval city had 
hoped. 

Instead, the Government 
have ruled that the Royal 
Yacht, which decommissioned 
on December 11, will go either 
to Leith, Edinburgh - where a 
cruise liner terminal is planned 
- or a planned heritage park 
alongside the Ship Canal in 
Manchester. 

Portsmouth, already the 
home of several historic ves¬ 
sels, felt itself a front-runner 
among the seven bids to take 
the Yacht off the Navy’s hands. 

However, City Council 
Leader Leo Madden’s reaction 
was philosophical: 

“Good luck to Manchester or 
Leith,” he said. “Obviously we 
are disappointed, but that dis¬ 
appointment is qualified. I 
have said ail along that 
Britannia should be saved for 
the nation. The good news is 
that she is to be saved.” 


■ YOUNG READERS CLUB p26 ■ INVINCIBLE TO THE RESCUE p17 ■ READERS’ LETTERS p6-7 ■ RNA NEWS p33 
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Black Duke mercy-i 
dash saves islander 


HMS MONMOUTH’S visit 
to one of the remotest 
islands in the world 
turned into a medical 
emergency when one of 
the inhabitants needed 
urgent surgery to save 
his life. 

The Type 23 frigate - nick¬ 
named “The Black Duke” - 
was at the South Atlantic 
island of Tristan da Cunha 
(populated by 300 British sub¬ 
jects) when an islander fell 
seriously ill. 

The condition of the patient, 
Henry Rogers, was deteriorating 
and the resident doctor, Wendy 
Gezernick, called on the help of 
the frigate’s medical team. 
Surgeon Lt Cdr Nick Yamell and 
POMA Iain Lowson. 

They assisted Dr Gezernick, on 
a one-year secondment to the 
island, to perform an emergency, 
five-hour abdominal operation. 
They succeeded in stabilising Mr 
Rogers’ condition, but further 
surgery was needed. 

Cape Town 

He was airlifted to the 
Monmouth by the ship’s Lynx 
helicopter, then taken the 1,500 
miles to hospital in Cape Town, 
where he is making a good recov¬ 
ery and where Monmouth also 
spent Christmas - after a few days 
at sea for live firings and exercises 
with the South African Marines. 
Some of the ship’s company were 
joined by their families there. 

Earlier in the ship’s Tristan da 
Cunha visit, a large tea party was 
laid on by the islanders, members 
of the ship’s company organised a 
children’s party ashore, and 
Monmouth’s band, the Fridge 
Ferrets, provided the music at a 
dance attended by over one-third 
of the population. 

Meanwhile, the ship’s Royal 
Marines contingent yomped to 
the summit of the island’s 7,000ft 
volcanic peak and conducted a 
boat exercise. 

Since Monmouth left Devon- 



• HMS Monmouth - the 
‘Black Duke’ - used her med¬ 
ical and air resources to save 
the life of a man on the remote 
island of Tristan da Cunha. 
Here she is peeling away from 
her supporting tanker RFA 
Orangeleaf. 

port in September, under her 
Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Malcolm Sillars, she has visited 
Casablanca, Dakar (Senegal), 
Abidjan on the Ivory Coast, 
Libreville (Gabon), Tema 
(Ghana) and the South Atlantic 
island of St Helena. 

In Senegal members of the 
ship’s company helped by painting 
school classrooms, and a team 
from Monmouth joined in com¬ 
memorations of the end of the 
slave trade by taking part in a two- 
and-a-half mile, offshore swim. In 
Ghana, Monmouth’s sailors 
paraded during a Remembrance 
Day celebration before President 
Jerry Rawlings, and the ship 

played host to a Ghanaian ehiU 

dren’s TV programme. 



• An encounter with some of St Helena’s oldest residents for 


Mnas Gaerpa Milne and Mark Teakle of Monmouth's RM proteo-- 

tion party. Pictures: LA(PHOT) Colin Foord 


SAINTS GO 
MARCHING 
IN -TO RN 

THE LONG arm of the Navy’s 
recruiters reached the South 
Atlantic in a drive to increase 
numbers joining the Service. 

Coinciding with the visit to 
St Helena by HMS Mon¬ 
mouth, a joint Naval-Army 
recruiting team spent eight 
days there. Out of a popula¬ 
tion of 5,500, they recruited 
25 ‘Saints’ - 12 of whom 
applied to join the Royal 
Navy or Royal Marines. 

The team included WO 
John Barker RM and was led 
by Navy recruiting officer Lt 
David Saxby. He said the St 
Helena recruits should be 

entering UK training estate 

lishments soon. 


Plans to 
restore 



vessel 

founder 


A PLAN to restore a wartime 
motor minesweeper has had to 
be abandoned through lack of 
funds. 

The Motor Minesweeper Trust 
has had to pass ownership of 
MMS 191 - the last of her kind - 
to Kent Wildfowling Trust and 
Conservation Association who 
own the part of Stoke Creek 
where the vessel is moored. 

Trust secretary Jean Melvin has 
written to all members of the 
Trust, saying: ‘After so many years 
of dedication and hard work by my 
late husband (the Rev. Michael 
Melvin) and many friends, we, the 
trustees, have had to recognise 
that without professional help the 
restoration of the MMS 191 is an 
impossibility. The vast amount of 
money needed is not forthcoming 
from any source. 

“It now needs, and has done for 
some time, experts in the field and 
a proper place to dock her. Her 
condition over the past few years 
has deteriorated greatly.” 

Mrs Melvin said the vessel’s 
future seems uncertain, and 
although her new owners would 
like to use her in some way, her 
condition is such that she may 
have to be broken up. 

Enemy frogmen 
meet as friends 

FORMER enemies who as under¬ 
water warriors destroyed each 
other’s ships in World War II, met 
as friends when the Historical 
Diving Society’s annual meeting 
was held in Portsmouth. 

Speakers included wartime 
frogmen Lt Dicky Greenland 
RNVR (retd) and Italian 
Alessandro Bianchini, who as a 
petty officer in Mussolini’s navy 
was smuggled into Spain and 
swam to Gibraltar to iix limpet 
mines to British ships. 

Dicky Greenland, on a “human 
torpedo” with LS Alec Ferrier, 

entered Palermo harbour ; §ieily ; 

to sink an Italian cruiser and dam¬ 
age other ships. 


PWO trainee 
dies alter 
collapse 
in warship 

A ROYAL NAVY officer 
training on board HMS 
Gloucester died after collaps¬ 
ing in his cabin on board. 

Lt Trevor Anthony Green (35) 
was flown by the ship’s Lynx heli¬ 
copter to Derriford Hospital, 
Plymouth where he was pro¬ 
nounced dead soon after arrival 
on December 11. 

Lt Green had been on a princi¬ 
pal warfare officer’s training 
course on board Gloucester in the 
Plymouth exercise areas. He was 
married with a young daughter. 

New Naafi shop 
at Northwood 

A NEW Naafi store to serve the 
3,000 Service personnel and their 
families at Fleet headquarters at 
Northwood, opened on December 
17. 

The opening ceremony was 
conducted by Naafi’s Chief 
Executive, Geoffrey Dart, accom¬ 
panied by C-in-C Fleet, Admiral 
Sir Michael Boyce. 

The refurbished store is part of 
Naafi’s major restructuring pro¬ 
gramme which the organisation is 
carrying out with its retail partner, 
Spar, with which a £500 million 
contract was signed last March. 


Minister praises Short Sermon 



ARMED Forces Minister Dr John Reid is briefed 
on the progress of measures to counter a 
“nuclear accident” at Clyde Naval Base. 

He was present for the closing phases of the 
three-day Exercise Short Sermon - the largest 
nuclear accident exercise ever held by the Royal 
Navy. He is pictured studying a map of the sup¬ 
posed affected areas with Flag Officer Scotland, 
Northern England and Northern Ireland, Rear 


Admiral Mike Gregory and a chief inspector of 
the Strathclyde Police. 

Dr Reid said he was very impressed with the 
high level of professionalism shown by all those 
involved. He said: “Although there has never 
been such an accident in a nuclear submarine, 
we have to fight against complacency, and this 
exercise is mounted to test the response to the 
utmost.” 


New edition of Naval 
doctrine planned 

AN EARLY second edition of the Royal Navy publication The 
Fundamentals of Maritime Doctrine is being prepared in the light 
of new thinking and developments - particularly over joint oper¬ 
ations. 


The first edition, published only 
two years ago, has won praise from 
all quarters and has sold so well 
that demand has outstripped sup¬ 
ply through HM Stationery Office 
bookshops and commercial book¬ 
sellers. 

The possible need for a 
fourth print run provides a 
practical reason for the early 
second edition, which will 
be available in a year’s time. 
And for the first time the 
work will be guided by a for¬ 
mal Navy Board policy state¬ 
ment, embodied in RN 
Defence Council Instruction 
158/97. 

Editor and principal author of 
the new edition will be nominated 
by Director Naval Staff Duties and 
will chair an editorial consultative 
board drawn from a wide range of 
Commands and departments. 

Concluding its policy statement, 
the Navy Board says: 

“Maritime doctrine is produced 
to enhance understanding of mar¬ 
itime operations, to provide a 
framework of principles for 
instructional purposes, to sharpen 
professional motivation within the 
Naval Service, to inform the opera¬ 
tional requirements process and to 
educate tne wider defence commu¬ 


nity, including academics and the 
general public.” 

The Board says that all officers 
should formally study the funda¬ 
mental principles of maritime doc¬ 
trine, starting during new entry 
courses at Britannia Royal Naval 
College and the Commando 
Training Centre at RM Lympstone. 

The studies should continue dur¬ 
ing the initial staff course and the 
advanced command and staff 
course “so that by the time officers 
reach subsequent mid-career staff 
appointments . . . they are familiar 
with the principles underlying the 
use of maritime power”. 

■ The Type 23 frigate HMS 
Lancaster was host to Lancaster 
University for a seminar on 
Expeditionary Warfare in the Next 
Millennium. 

Students and the Head of the 
university’s Centre of Defence 
Studies were welcomed by the Flag 
Officer Surface Flotilla, Rear 
Admiral Peter Franklyn. 

The three-day seminar was also 
attended by RN and RM officers, 
and guest lecturers came from 
Britannia Royal Naval College 
Dartmouth, the Joint Forces HQ at 
Northwood and the Joint Services 
Command and Staff College at 
Bracknell. On the final day stu¬ 
dents visited HMS Dryad. 
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.JST SERVICE AT SUBMARINERS' HISTORIC CHURCH 


The Submarine Service’s historic church 
of St Ambrose at HMS Dolphin closed last 
month, the last service there being taken 
by the Chaplain of the Fleet, the Ven 
Simon Golding. 

Formerly a Stoker's Mess, the church was 
created by the Rev B.G.Beale, chaplain at 
Dolphin in the mid 1930s. 

British and Canadian submariners provided 
the stained glass windows and it was unique in 


having the most comprehensive collection of 
crests associated with the RN Submarine 
Service and those of the Commonwealth and 
Netherlands among others. 

These will remain in the Submarine Service, 
while the font (donated by the widow of Lt Cdr 
David Wanklyn, VC, DSO**, commanding offi¬ 
cer of HMS Upholder and the most highly dec¬ 
orated RN officer of World War II) and the 
Queen s Colours and other artefacts will be 


moved to St Nicholas' Chapel on the Bastion 
wall which remains open. 

With the demise of Dolphin as a submarine 
base, the Royal Defence Medical College and 
the Army’s 33 Field Hospital are now in resi¬ 
dence there. The posts of Captain HMS 
Dolphin and Captain RN Submarine School 
were disestablished in September with Cdr 
J.R.M.Prime assuming command of HMS 
Dolphin. 


The Commodore HMS Raleigh has taken 
over the Submarine School which will continue 
to operate from Dolphin until September next 
year. 

■ The Archbishop of Canterbury Dr George 
Carey dedicated a new chapel to St Luke when 
he visited the Navy in Gibraltar. He went to sea 
in HMS Trumpeter and attended a service in 
the King’s Chapel where he unveiled the Royal 
Marine Colours in their new oak cases. 




Slab cake for 
a new block 


Feared by his enemies 


ed by the nation 


tied by the l\lavy 
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POW pay policy 
right and proper, 
says the MOD 


LIVERPOOL-born Nicholas Monsarrat’s most famous novel 
The Cruel Sea is newly adapted for BBC Radio 2 as a six-parter 
opening on January 7. 

An exhibition on the making of the series was unveiled at the 
Merseyside Maritime Museum by its star Philip Madoc - reprising the 
role of the corvette commander played in the film by Jack Hawkins. 

The ceremony was attended by the CO of the minehunter HMS 
Cromer, Lt Cdr David Turner, and members of the ship’s company - 
who later invited Madoc and producer Jonathan Ruffle on board to 
inspect one of the world’s most advanced modern warships. 


FEARED by his ene¬ 
mies, adored by the 
nation, trained by the 
Navy* - as the latest 
Bond film Tomorrow 
Never Dies hit the big 
screen last month, 007 
was doing his bit for RN 
recruiting. 

Cdr Bond is, of 
course, a Navy man, 
based on his creator Ian 
Fleming s wartime expe¬ 
riences in Naval intelli¬ 
gence. Now his image is 
carried on a series of 
posters and postcards, 
driving the point home. 

Navy staff have 
attended 16 regional 
premieres of the new 
movie - Pierce 
Brosnan’s second as the 
world s No 1 agent - in a 
recruiting drive dubbed 
Operation Tuxedo'. 

You can also access 
007 on the Internet - try 
www.commander- 
bond.com to hear about 
the careers of 24 RN and 
RM people currently in 
the Service. They have 
one other thing in com¬ 
mon - they're all called 
Bond! 


Cruel Sea reprised on radio 


EX-SERVICEMEN campaigning to recover money they believe was wrongly docked from 
their prisoner-of-war pay in 1939-45 suffered a setback in December when the 

Government rejected their demands 


ONE-TIME Senior Jung¬ 
ly' Rear Admiral Sir 
Robert Woodard, opened 
848 Naval Air Squadron's 
new office block at RN 
air station Yeovilton. 


848, the Navy’s Comm¬ 
ando helicopter training 
squadron, was com¬ 
manded by him in 1974. 

Here he cuts a cake 
baked for the occasion 
by Yeovilton's chefs, 
with the help of the wife 
of the present CO, Mrs 
Jan Daniels, and the 
youngest member of the 
squadron, AEM Steve 


Keep a date 
with shows 
of strength 

THIS year’s Royal Tournament 
will follow the story of flight, from 
Da Vinci’s flying machine, bal¬ 
loons and the first aircraft through 
to a breathtaking, laser-lit finale in 
outer space. 

Over 2,000 Service men and 
women will take part in the annual 
show at Earl’s Court from 21 July 
to August 2. Other special features 
will include massed abseils, stunt 
horse riding and Cossack dancing 
by a visiting team of Ukrainians - 
plus the Field Gun competition, of 
course. 

Tickets will be available from 
the box office on 0171 244 0244 
from January 5. 

Meanwhile, don’t forget to look 
us up on the Navy stand at the 
Boat Show at Earl’s Court from 
January 9-18-which this year cen¬ 
tres on a gigantic Trident subma¬ 
rine mock-up. 




The men concerned - main¬ 
ly officers at the time - were 
supposed to receive camp pay 
from the Germans and Italians 
to cover the cost of food, etc. 
Those amounts were deducted 
from their Service pay by 
Britain after the war. 

Unsuccessful attempts to get the 


policy reviewed have been made 
twice before - immediately after 
the war and during the 1970s. 

The Defence Ministry acknowl¬ 
edges that the system would not be 
operated today, but is adamant 
that the weight of evidence shows 
that the system of pay accounting 
was a proper one and was accu¬ 
rately administered. 


Go-ahead 
people 
wanted 
for elite 
platoon 


BRITAIN’S newest elite 
military unit, the 
Pathfinder Platoon of 5 
Airborne Brigade, is 
looking for volunteers 
from the Royal Navy to 
join the advance recon¬ 
naissance force. 

Based in Aldershot, the 
platoon was formally 
added to the order of bat¬ 
tle on April 1 with the pur¬ 
pose of conducting oper¬ 
ations ahead of any main 
airborne assault, ft spe¬ 
cialises in insertion and 
resupply using para¬ 
chute techniques. 

Selection courses will 
be held on February 8 to 
March 13 and October 4 
to November 6. Details 
on 01252 349419 or 

Aldershot Military (722) 
4419. 


Merlin to 
go for fly 
by wire 
magic 

HELICOPTER pilots could have their workload sig¬ 
nificantly reduced thanks to a breakthrough in ‘fly by 
wire’ technology. 


Seventh 

Sandown 

launched 


HMS PEMBROKE, latest 
of the Sandown-class 
minehunters, was launch¬ 
ed at Vosper Thorny- 
croft’s Southampton yard 
last month by Mrs 
Stephanie Gretton, wife of 
Vice Admiral Michael 
Gretton, Supreme Allied 
Commander Atlantic’s 
representative in Europe. 

She is the seventh of 
the Sandowns, regarded 
as the world’s most 
advanced minehunters, of 
which a total of 12 are 
planned - all to be built by 
Vospers. 

The company also 
handed over four of a new 
class of landing craft for 
the Royal Marines. 

The Landing Craft 
Vehicle and Personnel 
(LCVP) Mk 5s - which 
have also received wide¬ 
spread praise following 
initial trials - were offi¬ 
cially accepted by Maj 
Gen David Pennefather. 


Scientists at Leicester 
University and the Defence 
Evaluation and Research 
Agency at Bedford have devel¬ 
oped a system which could 
take over many of the manual 
tasks which make flying heli¬ 
copters so demanding. 

The result is that the pilot has 
more time to think about nis target 
and avoid threats and can perform 
complex flying tasks such as deck 
landings more easily. 

Ana one of the first Fleet Air 
Arm aircraft which could benefit 
from the development is the 
Merlin Mk II, the second genera¬ 
tion of of the Navy’s new multi¬ 
mission helicopter. 

Cdr Bob Horton, CO of the 

Rotary Wing Test squadron at 

DERA Boscombe Down, said: 
“There are many difficult tasks 
which this technology could make 
easier, and of all the tasks, landing 
on a ship can be one of the hard¬ 
est. 

“Trying to put a helicopter as 
big as the Merlin on to the back of 
a Type 23 frigate can be a real han¬ 
dling problem, especially when the 
sea state is high and visibility is 
poor, and that’s certainly one area 
that is being looked at by the 
defence research community.” 

The technology could also deliv¬ 
er significant weight savings and 
improve safety by doing away with 
some manual control rods and 
levers and replacing them with 
multi-path circuitry. 
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A HEALTHIER MOW 
FOR RM DRAFTERS 


THE ROYAL Marines 
manning office, as part 
of the Naval Manning 
Agency (NMA) has 
become a far more user- 
friendly organisation. 

Microfiche and chips are 
now outdated; computers, 
while still an essential tool to 
any drafting organisation, can¬ 
not replace shoe leather, tele¬ 
phone technique and face-to- 
face briefings. 


With the current vogue for indi¬ 
vidual choice and a hand in one’s 
own destiny, each Marine needs to 
know the options available at 
every stage in his career. This arti¬ 
cle aims to outline the measures 
which enhance individual career 
awareness and assist the chain of 
command in career management. 

The submission of C233 
Drafting and Course Record 
Cards (DCRCs) are the only direct 
means of communication between 
an individual and his drafter and 
they should be completed and for¬ 


warded at least once a year. 

No C233 means no say and is 
interpreted as ‘ you are obviously 
happy to serve anywhere.’ Please 
take your personal life a little 
more seriously. You would be 
understandably upset if we paid as 
little attention to your next draft. 

Promotion 

While General Duties and sol¬ 
diering are synonymous, during 
the early stages of a career, 89 per 
cent of corporals and sergeants 


are now employed within a spe¬ 
cialisation. 

Look how many broadening bil¬ 
lets, within commandos, there are 
for GD troop sergeants - none! If 
you take yourself and your soldier¬ 
ing seriously get an SQ/TQ; better 
promotion opportunity lies within 
the SQ/TQ branches. 

If you wish to relinquish or 
change your SO/TQ it is easier as 
a marine than as a sergeant or cor¬ 
poral owing to the investment in 
training already made and the 
effect an individual’s transfer will 
have on the target branch’s pro¬ 
motion roster. 

So on branch transfer, there 
may be a seniority penalty for a 
candidate or NCO. If you want to 
relinquish or transfer, do it early! 

Promotion is always considered 
before prolongation, as any form 
of prolongation above the lance 
corporal level has an effect on the 
promotion of others. 

Warrant officers and senior 
NCOs applications for prolonga¬ 
tion are examined on a case-by¬ 
case basis. Owing to critical short¬ 
ages, the drafting office is encour¬ 
aging marines to prolong their ser¬ 
vice. Don’t wait, ask for prolonga¬ 
tion now, if you are coming up to 
your 22-year mark. 

Courses 

The courses listed below are all 
arranged by your own units, so 
speak with your assistant adju¬ 
tant/AO if you want to volunteer. 




“That NCO in the middle ol your model, sahl Wants to 
transfer branch... Any problems?’* 


• PW3 Sniper 

• PARA 

• JWI (Jungle Warfare 
Instructor) 

• JWLRP (Jungle Warfare 
Long Range Recce Patrol) 

• JWTI (Jungle Warfare 
Tracking Instructor) 

• Ship’s Diver 

The opportunities to take more 
control of your career are now 
afforded to all. It would be foolish 
to allow your career to be shaped 
by galley queue gossip. 


Basic principles 

The basic principles remain the 
same: 

□ Talk to your Branch Advisor 
or Sergeant Major 

□ Submit a regular DCRC/C233 
(at least one a year) well in 
advance of your current estimated 
relief date 

□ If you are a GD Marine or 
Corporal consider specialising as 
soon as possible. 

We look forward to hearing 
from you! 



The 9deal 

Cupids @ift 

Say it with Jlowers 
1%e My Valentine... 

( VALENTINES WEEK ONLY ORDER VERY EARLY) 
Note: For wks 4-16 Feb please add £6 per 12 roses, £11 per 24 roses, 
£6 Bouquet special, £6 Rose bouquet 
40 Freesia/Fem plus 1 Rose £15.95 



12 Roses Red/Pink (large) 

24 Roses Red/Pink/Yellow/ (large) 

12 Carnations Red/Pink/Mixed 

40 Freesia Mixed with Fern 

Bouquet Carnations, Freesias, Fern 30 Flowers 

Bouquet Roses Carnations, Freesias, Ferns - 30 Blooms 

Bouquet Spray Carnations, Freesias, Fem - 20 Blooms 

Bouquet Roses, Spray Carnations, Freesias, Ferns - 50 Blooms 

_ Please use this as an order form _ 

( Telephone Hotline 01431 46708 ^ 

■My® ffimcm 

Wornw* <& ©wdjrfMm 

NB: Peak Period - Flowers may be used from other sources 

Flamingo, Bas Capelles, St Sampson 
Guernsey, C.l. GY2 4WB 
Tel: 01481 46708 Fax: 01481 43406 
Visa/Access/Amex Accepted 
(Please Incl. exp. date) Chequea/PO's payable ‘Joys Roses' 


C13M 
£18.50 
C12J0 
£14.75 
£ 1630 
£17JO 
£ 11.50 
£22J5Q 





The above Credit Cards will not be accepted on orders of less than £5. 

Please debit my.card 

My order is attatched for. 

Cardholders Name:. 

Cardholders Address:. 


Tel: 


Number 

Switch Issue No. 

111111111111111111 


Expiry Date Cardholders Signature 

Amount 



Three stages of Marine-hood 


WHEN a marine qualifies 
from recruit training, he is 
arguably, pound for pound, 
one of the most highly trained 
fighting men in the world. 

The life cycle of the average 
marine and his metamorphosis 
into an all-singing, all-dancing 
‘Corporal Royal Marines’ or a 
crumpv, cantankerous ‘three 
badge bootneck’ i.e., no responsi¬ 
bility and no ambition, is charted 
below. 

The first stage of metamorpho¬ 
sis takes place once a Royal 
Marine has passed recruit training 
and is known as ‘commando expe¬ 
rience.’ 

This phase can last for up to two 
and a half years, depending on the 
fluctuation or Corps require¬ 
ments. During this phase, the 
marine is able to experience life as 
a ‘grunt*. 

The term grunt is derived from 
the sound made when hoisting a 
Crusader Bergen on to the back in 
the field! 

It is also known as the dreaming 
phase. It is quite common for 
marines to have a feeling of invin¬ 
cibility, spending a lot of time 
yomping across rain-drenched 
mountains dreaming of sun-kissed 
beaches, blonde buxom babes and 
warm beer, not necessarily in that 
order- 

Ninety per cent of Marines 
should expect their first tour to be 
with a commando unit. 

The second stage of metamor¬ 
phosis is a transitional period 
where the Royal Marine should 
first start considering his future in 
the wider sense. It is the time most 
marines are ready for a change, 
they become candidates for pro¬ 
motion and/or take up specialist 
training. 

The decision whether to look at 
the Corps as a career or whether 
to serve for a shorter period of 
time is usually made after a row 
with the aforementioned blonde. 



If a marine decides to pursue his 
career, he must consider sub-spe¬ 
cialising. If he ever wants to be 
troop sergeant, he must sub-spe- 
cialise as 85 per cent of the Corps 
above the rank of marine are spe¬ 
cialists. 

Remaining a general duties 
Marine may also restrict his 
employment possibilities com¬ 
pared with those of a specialist and 
therefore, his decision is to carry 
on as a GD, he should be content 
to go with the promotion flow. 

Special forces 

He may volunteer at any time 
for specialist training, either way, 
independent advice is needed. You 
can obtain independent career 
advice from your Company 
Sergeant Major. 

This is also the best time to vol¬ 
unteer for a special force aptitude. 
A high level of physical fitness is 
essential for success, but more 
vital is a positive mental attitude 
throughout selection. 

Second tour Marines may well 
be required to serve outside 
Commando Units, unless they 
have specialised or are employed 
in specially selected billets such as 
Recce Troop. 

The final stage of Marine-hood 
comes at about four and a half 
years and continues until the man 


is either promoted to corporal, 
takes up specialist training, or 
leaves the Corps for pastures new. 
With the experience gained thus 
far, a senior Marine has a much 
better understanding of the Corps 
drafting system and is better able 
to influence his future career 
(draft) by submitting drafting pref¬ 
erence form C233 accurately. 

Third-tour Marines can expect 
to serve anywhere in the Corps 
and as a senior Marines they are 
valued additions to any section. 

The loading of senior candi¬ 
dates to junior command courses 
and promotion to corporal is 
determined by the requirements of 
the Corps, suffice to say that com¬ 
petition is fierce and therefore the 
maintenance of high standards is 
essential for selection. 

Whichever path is chosen, the 
Marine should be able to look 
back on his time in the Corps thus 
far and say ‘Seen that! Done that! 
Tried that! Liked it!” 




• Life as a grunt... charac¬ 
terised by yomping and feel¬ 
ings of invincibility! 
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Boxer takes a 



• Squaring up - Type 22 frigate HMS Boxer 


Featherweights were ready to scrap 


E ight Boxers have graced the history of the 
Royal Navy in only 201 years, but the first six 
were featherweights compared to the pre¬ 
sent frigate and her predecessor. 

The first, a 12-gun 161-ton gunboat, was launched at 
Rotherhithe in 1797 and assisted in an attack on four 
French frigates at Dunkirk. She was sold in 1809. 

In 1812 her successor, another 12-gun vessel, was 
launched at Redbridge, but that brig sloop had a short 
life and ignoble end - in September 1813 she was cap¬ 
tured by tne USS Enterprise off Maine, losing 21 of her 
ship’s company, including her commanding officer. 

The next two Boxers were paddle ships. The first was 
a 159-ton steam paddle packet, formerly GPO vessel 
Ivanhoe, which transferred to the Admiralty in 1837 and 
spent three years surveying before being sold in 1841. 

A 301-ton Boxer laid down in Chatham in 1846 as a 
paddle gunboat was cancelled in build in 1847. 

Boxer number four was a Dapper-class steam gunboat 
from Northfleet. She saw action in the Crimea in the year 
of her launch, 1855, winning Boxer’s first Battle Honour. 
She was broken up in 1865, and a four-gun successor 


was launched at Deptford in 1868, this time of 465 tons. 

She was involved in the punitive expedition up the 
Niger in 1877, and carried out patrols off the West 
African coast in 1879 before she was sold in 1886. 

The sixth Boxer, a 280-ton destroyer built by 
Thomeycroft in 1894, spent World War I on patrol duties 
in the English Channel, but in February 1918 she was 
involved in a collision with the SS St Patrick and sank. 

The heavyweight among the Boxers was the seventh, a 
landing ship of 4,250 tons which was launched by 
Harland and Wolff in December 1942. 

She fulfilled several roles, winning Battle Honours as 
a tank landing ship at Sicily in July 1943 and Anzio in 
January 1944, before serving as a fighter-direction ship 
in 1945, and switching to a radar training ship in 194/. 
She was scrapped in 1958. 

■ Boxer’s dome - page 6. 


To order black and white postcards of the 
Ships of the Royal Navy’ series please 
contact Sarah Geary on 01705 826040 


breather 


W ITH a ship’s motto of 
Praemonitus praemu- 
nitus - “Forewarned is 
Forearmed” - HMS Boxer is 
perhaps the ideal frigate to 
nave on your side in a crisis. 

The Type 22 frigate, based at 
Devonport, was the first of the 
“stretcned” Batch 2s in a pro¬ 
gramme originally designed to 
replace the highly-successful anti¬ 
submarine Leander class. 

Powered by gas turbines - 
including the maritime version of 
Concorde’s engines - she can be 
made ready for sea at short notice. 

And her range of weapons - 
extended by her Lynx helicopter, 
which can carry Sea Skua missiles, 
guns or torpedoes - allow the ship 
to pack a heavy punch. 

Boxer returned to Devon in the 
summer after a successful and var¬ 
ied deployment as WIGS, the West 
Indies Guard Ship - one of the 
Royal Navy’s longest-standing 
commitments. 

During her time away, Boxer 
steamed 28,000 miles and under¬ 
took an intensive schedule of anti¬ 
drugs patrols, working closely with 
the US Navy, Caribbean islands’ 
Coast Guards and in particular the 
US Coast Guard, who had a team 
embarked in the frigate for much 
of the seven-month deployment. 

The ship, which has been in ser¬ 
vice for 14 years, also carried out 
the more traditional duties of the 


WIGS, promoting the UK’s inter¬ 
ests in tne area on a political and 
diplomatic level. 

Throughout the deployment. 
Boxer stood by to lend assistance 
to the population of Montserrat - 
members of the ship’s company 
spent three days with island offi¬ 
cials touring emergency facilities. 

On returning to her home port, 
the ship - part of the First Fngate 
Squadron - entered a period of 
DED (docking and essential 
defects). 

She is due to leave dockyard 
hands early in the spring, after 
which the “Billy B” will embark on 
an intensive period of sea trials, 
which should include a visit to a 
continental port. 

While far from a refit - no major 
additions are being made to arma¬ 
ments or machinery - the work 
package will cost £10 million. 

And while the ship is out of cir¬ 
culation, her ship’s company have 
been using their time effectively, 
attending professional and leader¬ 
ship courses, conducting ship hus¬ 
bandry, studying for further 
advancement and catching up on 
sea leave, as well as managing the 
ship through the upkeep period. 

After her sea training and 
shakedown, Boxer will undertake 
basic operational sea training 
(BOST) prior to summer leave, 
and will then be ready for her next 
operational commitment by late 
summer. 


1 

BATTLE HONOURS 

1 

Crimea... 

..1855 Salerno. 

.1943 

Sicily. 

..1943 Anzio. 

.1944 


Facts and 
figures 


Class: Type 22 Batch 2 
frigate 

Pennant number: F92 
Builder: Yarrows, Glasgow 
Launched: June 17, 1981 
Commissioned: January 14, 
1984 

Displacement: 4,800 tonnes 
Length: 143 metres 
Beam: 14.8 metres 
Draught: 6.4 metres 
Ship’s company: 270 (30 
officers), accommodation for 
296 

Machinery: COGOG; 2 
Rolls-Royce Olympus TM3B 
gas turbines; 2 Rolls-Royce 
Tyne RM1C gas turbines; 2 
shafts 

Speed: 30 knots; 18 on 
Tynes 

Range: 4,500 miles at 18 
knots on Tynes 
Armaments: 2 twin Exocet 
surface-to-surface missile 
systems; 2 Seawolf surface- 
to-air missile systems; 2 twin 
30mm close-range guns; 2 
20mm close-range guns; 2 
triple torpedo launcher tubes 
Sensors: Surveillance and 
navigational radars; IFF 
(Identification Friend or Foe) 
and ECM (Electronic 
Countermeasures) 

Combat Data System: 
Ferranti Computer Assisted 
Command System (CACS) 
Affiliations: 1st Battalion 
Irish Guards; 10 Squadron 
RAF; Trafford; USS Boxer; 
Worshipful Company of 
Coachmakers and Coach 
Harness Makers; Royal 
Observer Corps Seaborne 
Association; Bournemouth 
School CCF; TS Wrekin; TS 
Boxer; TS Victorious; 
Stockdales School for the 
Handicapped. 


The Marine Society 


continuing education for the Royal Navy ... 

• recognized under the Forces Correspondence Course 
Scheme for the provision of correspondence tuition 
in English and Mathematics at GCSE and A Level - 
eligible personnel may claim a refund of course fees 
under the FCCS/Individual Refund Scheme 

• the only provider in the FCCS recognized as an 
examination centre. We can enter students for GCSE/ 

A Level exams which can be taken at sea if necessary. 

• profit is not our priority - charitable status means 
we're more interested in providing a quality service 

• every student is assigned a personal tutor who is 
committed to that student's success, is familiar with 
the challenges involved in studying whilst serving 
in the RN, and will provide tuition for as long as is 
necessary to achieve the objective - at no extra cost! 

• apply using form FEdl94 available from RN 
Education Centres. Information and impartial 
guidance freely available from The Marine Society 
College of the Sea 


Society College of the Sea 

202 Lambeth Road London SE1 7JW 
tel 0171 261 9535 fax 0171 401 2537 
Internet <http://www.marine-society.org.uk> 

Registered Chanty Number 3 130J3 
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Letters 





BY-rim 


NOT lost A NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 
BuTAWHOE NEW LEAF. A COMPLETE 
PERSONALITY CHANGE 1 - FRO M NOW ON 
I'M PLAYIN' BY THE Book 



• EAT SALAPS. NO CtCKlV 
/^IVD PIVIN’ I'LL BE 

dead pussee. 

(So thgcoch f&c 
ME Hook- or 

SOMETHIN' 


CHIEFS ASkIN 

for' too 


Teu-'M IV£ 

A5NE ASNoRe. 


STRAie+rr down the une. 

STOP CHASIN' BIROS-CUT POFN 
THE Bxz E. 



Sabre cut 
down to 


I WAS interested in the 
correspondence regard¬ 
ing the piston-engined air¬ 
craft shooting down a jet. 
While serving at RN air 
station Lossiemouth 
shortly after the Korean 
War I was in a piston- 
engined aircraft which 
“shot “ down a Super 
Sabre. 

Flying as an exercise 
observer in a DH89b 
Rapide (the Dominie 
Clipper), carrying out an 
observation and photo¬ 
graphic recce and air com- 

munigatigns exercise with 

my oppo’, the station 
phot, we took photos of a 
Super Sabre which 
appeared in front of us as 
we cleared a low hill. 

Of course we claimed a 
‘kill’ which the Yanks 
denied at the debrief, until 
we showed the film. They 
were most chastened to 
learn that a 1930s bi-plane 
had shot a state-of-the-art 
jet fighter out of the sky. - 
“ J.Smith, Croydon. 


t. 


Mary Rose cash 
could save ten 
like Cavalier 

THE MAIN preoccupation of the National Historic Ships Committee at present is 
whether or not to recommend another £29m for the Mary Rose. 


Boyhood 
of Raleigh 


IT WAS with great personal 
interest and memories that I read 
the article on HMS Raleigh 
(November issue), which I entered 
on 17 January 1940. 

Your report giving the commis¬ 
sioning date as 9 January confirms 
my belief that I was one of the 
early arrivals. 

My class had an excellent 
instructor, CPO Dick Warren, 
who put forward my name as a 
candidate for an RNVR commis¬ 
sion, which, after service in HMS 
Brilliant, I was granted in 1941, 
thereafter serving in corvettes. 

One wonders how many other 
survivors there are from that entry 
which I recall included drafts from 
South Wales and Merseyside. - 
E.S.Jones, Surbiton. 


Before doing so, they might 
consider setting up an upkeep 

endowment fund with that £29 

million from which ten ships 
like HMS Cavalier could each 
draw down £200,000 per 
annum in perpetuity. 

Helping ten ships rather than 
one would be popular with more 
people, an argument that should 
appeal to Government. 

Or, put another way: 

There's a much revered committee 
Who advise on saving ships. 

They’ve been making lists for years 
now, 

But the few get all the chips. 
Rehousing Mary Rose, Sir? 

Have thirty million more. 

Saving an old Destroyer? 

Over there, mate, there’s the door. 

Yet what a different story 
Way back in Forty Four. 

No cash for moving wrecks, then. 
With the U-Boats at the door. 

Yes, “twas a very different story 
Way back in Forty Four, 

When they couldn’t do enough for 
you. 

So you could go to war. 

- Rear Admiral John Hervey, 

Alverstoke. 

ON LEARNING from Navy 
News that HMS Cavalier was in 
dry dock at Hebburn and since I 
had served in a ‘CH’ destroyer 
which is in the same group, I decid¬ 
ed to go to see her - and by cour¬ 
tesy of the security guards was able 
to do so. 


I fully expected her to be in a 
dilapidated condition so was sur- 

prised to see this was not so, 

Everything looked to be intact, the 
sea boat and motor boat were on 
the davits - the only things which 
seemed to be missing were the 
Carley floats. 

Anyway, it was woth the 400 
mile round trip. I noticed that the 
road leading to the docks was 
named ‘Cavalier View’. 

J.Trueman, Belper. 

HMS CAILIFF is believed to be 
the last Isles-class Royal Navy 
armed trawler. 

Following communications from 
the current owner, the possible 
preservation of this vessel as a 
museum ship has been restarted. 

Last year we were informed that 
she was going to be sold to a scrap¬ 
yard. However, we have just been 
informed that she is once again 
available. 

The Historic Warship Preser¬ 
vation Trust is investigating this 
‘ship that wouldn’t die’ and we 
hope this time we can save her. 

We would like to hear from 
interested people, especially those 
who served on Isles-class trawlers 
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How Gannets 
ended their 
days in 
Germany 

REGARDING HMS Ark Royal’s Gannet ‘starved of affection’ 
(November issue) I may be able to answer the question as to how 
it managed to end its days on a children’s playground 
Germany. 


either during World War II or 
after. 

The Cailiff h§§ been part- 

restored. Unfortunately the owner 
has moved from Norway (where 
she is currently located) to the 
USA. He wants to sell her quickly 
as he wants to but another vessel 
there. - C.M.Tankard, Chairman 
HWPS, 8 Fair Park View, MitcheU, 
Newquay, Cornwall. 

Forgotten 

Wessex 

REGARDING Aircraft of the 
Royal Navy No 13, it seems the 
‘Forgotten War’ is now totally for¬ 
gotten, as the Wessex HU5 first 
saw service in 1964 with 848 Sqn in 
HMS Albion during extensive 
operations in Aden and Borneo. 
1967 was the year 845 in HMS 
Bulwark relieved the Albion 
which had by then completed an 
18 month commission with the 
Wessex HU5 - B.Tebbutt, 
Cowplain, Hants. 

Sorry, our source, Owen 
Thetford’s British Naval Aircraft 
since 1912, got it wrong - Ed 


At the time the carriers were 
paying off in the late 1970s, the 
RAF in Germany were looking for 
suitable airframes with which to 
practice aircraft battle damage 
repair (ABDR) techniques. 

My husband, who is in the RAF, 
was working at HQ RAF 
Germany at the time and applied 
to the Navy for one or two 
Gannets. 

Two were eventually allotted 
and flew into RAF Bruggen in 
1979, where they were used by the 
ABDR Training Flight at No231 
Maintenance Unit. 

They were popular because they 
were robust and could be repaired 
time and time again. They were 
frequently to be seen with engine 
and systems running and some¬ 
times taxiing. 

How one got into a kiddies play¬ 
ground is conjecture, but No 231 
MU closed in the early 90s with 
the drawdown of the RAF in 
Germany, so it was either gifted 
or sold locally. - Lt J.Springett, 
Northwood. 

Family 

tradition 

BEING a member of the HMS 
Prince of Wales and HMS 
Repulse Survivors Association I 
was very interested in your article 
on the passing of the oldest sur¬ 
vivor of the Prince of Wales. 

My late husband was a survivor 
of this ship, as was a very good 
friend, Alan Mclvor, who passes 
on his copy of Navy News to me 
each month. 

I was a member of the WRNS 
when I met my husband at HMS 
Glendower in 1944. We had two 
boys and a girl, all of whom joined 
the forces, the girl following me 
into the WRNS while one boy 
joined the Navy and the other the 
Army, both serving 25 years. 

My father served in the RN in 
minesweepers during World War 
II and my brother-in-law was in 
the Royal Marines. My three 
brothers were also RN and like 
myself my three sisters all married 
sailors - quite a record and one to 
be proud of. 



in 


Now the younger generation of 
the family are carrying on the tra¬ 
dition. 

Two nephews have served in the 
Navy and I’m very proud to say my 
grandson is now serving aboard 
the RFA Diligence as an engineer 
officer. - I.Eeeles, Belfast. 

Stealing 
a march 

THE NAVY team from RNAS 
Yeovilton who have completed the 
Nijmegen Marches may be the 
first Naval-entered team to do so - 
they are not, however, the first 
Naval ratings to manage it. 

In 1965 whilst serving at 
Boscombe Down (13 JSTU) - but 
belonging to RNAS Yeovilton - I 
was one of the team of Naval rat¬ 
ings who completed the Marches 
that year. 

That was a first for the Navy. 
We went with the RAF unit based 
at Boscombe, led by a Fit Lt Crow 
as an official Naval party. 

The Marches that year were 

particularly special, as this was the 

first year that the Germans and 
the Israelis had been allowed to 
take part. Also, the Americans 
sent in particularly strong, highly 
trained teams, as the previous year 
they had had a high ‘failure rate’. 

These teams did some marvel¬ 
lous routines at the rest places 
with a jazz band. 

The last day of the Marches was 
super, with the March through 
Nijmegen in full uniform. We 
Naval ratings were positioned in 
the centre of some 500 RAF per¬ 
sonnel. This proved quite a sur¬ 
prise to the British admiral on the 
saluting stand. 

We all enjoyed our four days of 
Marches and training and rest 
periods in Germany before and 
after the event. I remain very 
proud of the medal that we each 
received at the end. 

Well done to the lads of 
Yeovilton for their achievements. 
- D.Poulton, Penwortham. 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accompa¬ 
nied by the'correspondent’s 
name and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for publication. 


biggest 
and best? 


TALKING ot glass fibre 
domes on warships 
(November letters), sure¬ 
ly the prize for the 
biggest and best dome 
fitted to any ship must 
go to HMS Boxer, in 
which 1 served in the mid 
1940s. 

It certainly gave rise to 
some ribaldry and 
whether because of this 
or for good technical 
reasons, was later 
removed. - K.R.Arkell. 
Havant. 
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Graves in the far 


Galatea back 
on station and 
all that RAS 



A selection of former MOD 
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for sale to former and serving 
members of the armed forces 
with special military discounts. 

For more information 

telephone: 0171 940 2300 


Graves Commission? 

J.W.Jones, Plymouth. 

The Commission does 
maintain some graves for the 
Ministry of Defence outside 
the area of its prime responsi¬ 
bility of the two world wars, 
but has none in China. - Ed. 


north and east 


THERE has been corre* 
spondence in previous 
issues of Navy News con¬ 
cerning the grave of LA 


William Hill in Tromso, 

Northern Norway. 

He was killed, together with 
Lt Benson Dare, the pilot 
whose body was never recov¬ 


ered, when HMS Devonshire’s 
Walrus aircraft was shot down 
in May 1940. 

As the surviving crew mem¬ 
ber I was able to accompany 
his widow, Mrs Grace Dean, 
and his daughter, Mrs 
Adrienne Lydon, on a visit to 
the grave for the first time for 
all three of us. 

We were met and wonderful¬ 
ly looked after by Cdr Leif 
Arneberg who had organised a 
Norwegian naval padre and a 
colour party to hoist the British 
and Norwegian flags at a short 
and sincere service, at which 
wreaths were laid. 

The cemetery is the most 
northern of the War Graves 
cemeteries and has 33 graves 
of which 16 are Naval (11 Fleet 
Air Arm), two Army, two RAF 
and 13 Merchant Navy. 

It is immaculately kept and 
peacefully dignified. - Cdr 
A.D.Corkhill, Salcombe. 

I WAS very interested to read 
in the October issue the letter 
from D.W.Lodge regarding 
HMS Capetown berthed at 
Hankow during the Sino- 
Japanese conflict. 

Prior to this event my father 
served on the China Station in 
HMS Cornwall. He was killed 
in July 1930 in an oxygen bottle 
accident and buried at the 
International Cemetery in 
Hankow (Grave No 443). 

I wonder if this is maintained 
like other overseas sites cared 
for by the Commonwealth War 


Bangors sharing 
the same fate 

REGARDING the loss of the wartime HMS Cromer, 
remembered by the town of Cromer which has 
bestowed Honorary Citizenship on the Sandown- 
class minehunter that now bears her name, I well 
remember how the old Bangor-class ship met her 
end. 

It was from Durban that Cromer led part of her Flotilla in 
the first attack on Madagascar. Following the capture of 
Majunga and Tamatave the remainder of our Division then 

f >roceeded to the Med where we in HMS Cromarty assisted 
n opening all the ports on the northern shores of Africa as 
the Army pushed Rommel to the west. 

Cromer, assisted by Cromarty and Boston, had just 
cleared a large German minefield off Mersa Matruh when 
she struck another mine and was lost with many of her 
ship s company including her CO, Cdr R.H.Stephenson, 
whose leadership we all much admired. 

Both Cromarty and Boston carried on and later, with 
Whitehaven, succeeded in opening most of the ports on 
that coast, enabling supplies to be landed in support of our 
Army chasing the enemy ashore. 

Cromarty went on to help open up ports in Sicily, Italy 
and Sardinia - where she in turn was sunk by a mine in the 
Straits of Bonifacio. I was fortunate to survive, though 
badly wounded, and was picked up by one of our ships 
astern. - Cdr C.G.Palmer, RNZNVR, Herne Bay, Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

Found in Navy News archives - this photograph of a model of 
HMS Cromarty, leader of the 14th Minesweeping Flotilla, made 
for Cdr 'Bunty ’ Palmer, DSC. 


IN THE JUNE Navy News you published a picture 
of the ‘first five-ship RAS since 1978’. 

In the September issue you published my letter, won¬ 
dering when the RN would carry out the ‘first (?) six-ship 
RAS since 1967* and the photograph of the one carried out 
in August 1967 in the South Indian Ocean, en route to 
Australia, 

Several people have commented that HMS Galatea’s 
station keeping was a bit out. I enclose a bows-on view of 
the RAS, which shows that she got back on station 
between RFAs Retainer and Reliant. 

A reminder - the ships are (left to right) HMS Minerva, 
RFA Tideflow, HMS Hermes, RFA Reliant HMS Galatea 
and RFA Retainer. - J.H.AIIison, Bicester. 
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Peop/e in the News 



. Expert on hand to judge model boat club show 



at the Glasgow Richmond 
Model Boat Club. 

The club had asked if HMS 
Richmond, visiting the city, 
would send a judge along - but 
were surprised and delighted 
when the Type 23 frigate s com¬ 
manding officer turned up. 

Cdr Seatherton, who is keen on 
model boats, was more than 
happy to cast an expert eye 
over Mr Grays version of 
Richmond s Fourth Frigate 
Squadron sister ship . HMS Iron 
Duke . 





Lott awards at the double 


TWO SHINING examples 
have received Herbert Lott 
awards for their initiative 
and effort. 

WOM Claire Bostel (left) 
won a cheque for being top 
student on her 0M(AW)1 

professional qualifying 

course at HMS Dryad. 

Despite fierce competi¬ 
tion, Clare maintained her 
lead throughout the course. 


PO(CY) Bob Mack ( right) 
was rewarded for his initia¬ 
tive over a broken link in a 
communications chain. 

Bob discovered that HM 
ships around the world 
were signalling berth tele¬ 
phone numbers back to a 

civilian directory service 
which no longer operated. 

PO Mack’s efforts result¬ 
ed in savings for the Navy. 



Wrens stay in touch 

A GROUP of former Wrens visited RN 
air station Culdrose to see the Royal 
Navy of the 90s. 

Some of the 17 members of the 
Wrens Association served at the 
Cornish base years ago, and remem¬ 
bered the first helicopters to arrive - 
the Dragonflies of the early 1950s. 

Visits" to the fire section and 771 
Search and Rescue Squadron saw all 
the women - some in their 80s - clam¬ 
bering inside the helicopters for a 
closer look. 



A MOVE to Belgium obvi¬ 
ously does something for 
your chances of promotion. 

Two of the six petty offi¬ 
cers at SHAPE - Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers 
Europe - have achieved the 
rank of Chief. 

POWTR Tom Brady 
[above) and PORS Andy 
Moxon (below) are recent 
arrivals to the RN contin¬ 
gent in Mons. 

And for Tom it was a dou¬ 
ble celebration - he has 
been selected for Special 
Duties officer training at 
BRNC Dartmouth. 



(SUBSCRIBETO} 



JAVY 


FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY YOU CAN TAKE 
OUT A 6 MONTHS’ SUBSCRIPTION TO THIS 
AWARD WINNING PAPER 
FOR JUST £6 (UK) !!! 

£7.75 Surface Mail Abroad 


For as little as 
£14 a year you 
can receive 
Navy News, 
delivered 
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Medic visits 
tropical island 



• POMA(SM) Dave McGarry. 


A NAVY medic has been help¬ 
ing train first aiders on the 
tropical island of Mauritius. 

POMA(SM) Dave McGarry was 
part of a four-strong tri-Service 
team led by Lt Col Abby DuBaree, 
Chief of Staff at Keogh Barracks, 
Aldershot. 

“It really went well,” said Lt Col 
DuBaree, who was born in 
Mauritius. 

“We went to train about 40 mili¬ 
tary people, and ended up training 
police, national coast guards, anti¬ 
drugs squad and Seychelles 
Defence Force people as well.” 

Dave McGarry, who has served 
15 years in submarines, is the RN 


Lead First Aid Instructor at the 
Defence Medical Services Training 
Centre. 

He instructs promotion courses 
as well as co-ordinating First aid 
training throughout the Fleet. 

The month-long visit ended with 
a disaster exercise, in which 50 tea 
factory workers were made up as 
simulated casualties of a cyclone - 
the first time an exercise has been 
held on such a scale. 

Some students were further 
trained to be First aid instructors, 
continuing the work of the British 
team after their departure. 

Dave proved popular with the 
locals, who recalled the days of 
HMS Mauritius at Vacuas. 



Pilot to guide media 


• Welcome aboard - Commodore Barry Leighton (left) 
greets the 50th recruit to the Public Affairs Branch , SLt 
Peter Benn RNR. 


BRITISH Airways pilot Peter Benn has responded to 
an appeal from the Navy - and marks a milestone at 
the same time. 

For Peter is also S/Lt Benn, Royal Naval Reserve, and he 
has answered a call for former serving Naval officers to serve 
at sea alongside representatives of the media. 

Public Affairs Officers are required to have sea-going 
experience a well as familiarity with handling the media from 
a civilian career or a public relations appointment in the 
Navy. 

The branch was formed as a result of experiences in the 
Falklands conflict, and PAOs have since served in the Gulf, 
Operation Haven, the former Yugoslavia, and at sea in the 
Adriatic. 

Commodore Barry Leighton, Director of Public Relations 
(Navy), was on hand at the Ministry of Defence in London to 
welcome S/Lt Benn as the 50th recruit to the branch. 

And Commodore Leighton was happy to echo the 
thoughts of his predecessors, who “could not do [his] busi¬ 
ness without the Public Affairs Branch.” 
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People in the News 






If you can’t stand the heat... 


• Foxy Tiger - Lt Cdr Foxy Connell (centre) is congratulated by Lt Cdr Robin Drewett, 
Commanding Officer 814 Squadron (left) and Capt Roy Clare, CO of HMS Invincible. 

Tiger is long 
in the tooth 


A MEMBER of the Flying Tigers has just 
clocked up his 5,000th hour of flight. 

It took 21 years service, spread over ten dif¬ 
ferent squadrons, but Lt Cdr John ‘Foxy’ 
Connell achieved his personal milestone by 
landing on HMS Invincible. 

Lt Cdr Connell joined the old Ark Royal in 
1978 before heading off to the Far East for 
three years. 

He has flown four types of helicopter, 
including Wessex 3s and Seahawks, and served 


in seven front-line squadrons. 

Highlights so far have included the Queen’s 
Commendation for the rescue of 28 Korean 
seamen, a Flag Officer Naval Aviation com¬ 
mendation and the NATO Medal. 

He now moves on to another squadron 
from his post as Senior Pilot of 814 Naval Air 
Squadron - the Flying Tigers - where he 
played a key role in the squadron obtaining 
both the Bambara Flight Safety Shield and the 
Rolls-Royce Efficiency Trophy. 


IN THE middle of a heated conversation are CPO Billy Middleton (with blowtorch), S/Lt 
Kay Lewis (scorched midriff) and CPO Andy Gatherer. 

The three, from Type 23 frigate HMS Richmond, were demonstrating the effectiveness 
of the ship’s fire-fighting equipment. S/Lt Lewis is wearing a Fearnought suit, which clear¬ 
ly protects the wearer from high temperatures over short periods of time. Don’t try this 
one at home... 


SPENCER Brown knows 
the score - and he’s hop¬ 
ing his efforts will soon 
bring full England honours. 

Spencer, a Royal Marines 
musician and a member of the 
Directorate of Naval Recruiting 
team, also manages to fit in a 
starring role for the Richmond 
rugby union team. 

And his performances 
earned him places in the 
England Rugby Partnership 
and England A teams, both 
against the invincible All 
Blacks touring team. 

“They were tough, very 
tough. Those were the biggest 
games of my life - to date - 
against the best team in the 
world,” said Spencer, who 
plays French hom when he’s 
not putting in crunching tack¬ 
les on the wing. 

“Now I have been in an 
England squad, hopefully I 
will gain full England hon¬ 
ours. 

Picture: LA (PHOT) Bunny Warren, 2SL. 


• Like father, like son - HMS Ocean has held her first family 
reunion. While the Navy s new commando carrier was at VSEL 
in Barrow-in-Furness, Amphibious Operations Officer Major 
Simon Guyer RM hosted his father David on a tour of the ves¬ 
sel. David served as a sub-lieutenant under training in the last 
HMS Ocean, a light fleet carrier in service between 1945 and 
1962. 


• Barbara Beeston receives 
her late husband Mark’s NATO 
medal from Capt Richard Lord. 

Navy man is 
remembered 

A CRICKET competition has 
been started in Gibraltar in 
memory of a former Navy man. 

The inaugural Mark Beeston 
Cricket Sixes Tournament was 
won by the tri-Service Gibraltar 
Provost and Security Unit team. 

LRO(T) Session's widow 

Barbara was also presented 
with her late husband's NATO 
medal - he served a tour in for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia. 
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Options 


Penfriends 


Would you like a 
Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
in this column costs from as 
little as £9 . 

MESSAGE HERE (MAX 10 WPS) 


HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (10 Words), enclose 
cheque/PO for £9 and send to: ‘Penfriends’, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Replies to your box number will be forwarded on 
daily. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4) 
HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the 
bottom left hand comer. The letter should then be enclosed in a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 

IName:. 

Address. 


Tel: 


SINGLE FEMALE 29, seeks 
Portsmouth rating for 

friendship/relationship BOX JAN 1 
LADY 40’S. Petite, intelligent, 
RGN (Nurse). House/Car, 
unencumbered, seeks man 37/47. 
BOX JAN 2 

NEARLY GROWN-UP 36 
Looking for fun correspondence 
/relationship with Mr Niceguy. BOX 
JAN 3 

PROFESSIONAL FEMALE 
attractive, seeks friendship/ 
relationship with GSOH penpal 
28-40. BOX JAN 4 
PETIE N/S LADY 44 seeks 
genuine officer and gentleman 
penfriend. BOX JAN 5 
SHARON, FUN LOVING, 20, 
seeks gorgeous fun loving sailor. 
BOX JAN 6 

PRETTY BRUNETTE, 24, seeks 
marine/sailors for friendsip & fun. 
BOX JAN 7 

SINGLE, FEMALE, 26, seeks 
6ft+, 27-34, male, naval rating, 
friendship. BOX JAN 8 
SINGLE, ATTRACTIVE female, 
28 seeks single male pen-pal, 
possible romance. BOX JAN 9 
EX NAVY cuddly bloke, 46, 
VGSOH WLTM N/S feminine 
female BOX JAN 10 
SUE, 36, GSOH, seeks 
Sailor/Marine for friendship 
/relationship, 29-37. BOX JAN 11 
MALE seeks, female penfriend 
GSOH age 25-40. BOX JAN 12 
SLIM ATTRACTIVE brunette, 
seeks good looking naval guy (25- 
35). BOX JAN 13 
SUZANNE, ‘built for comfort not 
speed!’, looking for a male 
penfriend. BOX JAN 14 
SWEDISH/AMERICAN blonde 
seeks handsome marines/sailors for 
penfriends. BOX JAN 15 
SINGLE ORIENTAL female seeks 
completely single navy male 
genuine penfriend (28-36) BOX 
JAN 16 

UNNATACHED FEMALE, 36, 
enjoys outdoors & sport. Seeks male 
penfriend BOX JAN 17 
WANT A penpal or relationship, 
fun, loving, caring woman age 33 
BOX JAN 18 


BRUNETTE LOOKING for 
officer who flys helicopters/jets if 
possible A.L.A BOX JAN 19 
FEMALE GRADUATE, 24 many 
interests, seeks genuine penfriend 
with G.S.O.H BOX JAN 20 
SUE, 37, slim, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, seeks penfriends BOX JAN 21 
FEMALE, 39, Tall. slim, 
brown/brown landlocked in 
Cornwall. Please write BOX JAN 22 


PERSONAL 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, (A10) Chorley 
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155 
(24hours). 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna — Aroma massage — Shower. 
Mon-Fri 9.00am-midnight. 

Sat lO.OOam-midnight. 

Sunday 1 lam-11.30pm. 

Book your appointment or call in to visit us 
198 Key ham Road, Plymouth 
WgW (opposite St Levans Gate) H 
bad 01752 559955 

Visiting service tel: 0831 526664. 


NOTICE 

All advertisements 
submitted for entry into the 
Navy News Pen Friend 
column are subject to copy 
approval, Navy News 
reserves the right to make 
any amendments which it 
considers necessary or to 
edit copy which is in excess 
of 10 words. 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: LIEUTENANTS 
Uniforms lx G and H N°5, lxG and 
H Mess Undress 2x N°5 
Blue, 1 Soft-Top cap (6 7 /s). 
I am 5’ IT, 37w x 31L - £300 as a 
job lot-0121-628-3813. 


THE COWBOY BAR PALMA - MAJORCA 

would like to wish all officers and crew of visiting 
R.N Ships - Past and Present 

AVERY HAPPY NEWYEAR 

“Blessed are they which do thirst” St Matthew 5:6 
Love from Dudley & Gina 



Get Wise on DCIs 



Marines to replace RN commando aircrewmen 


ROYAL MARINES are to replace RN 
ratings as aircrewmen in helicopters 
of front-line Naval commando 
squadrons - although the transfer 
involving 49 billets is not expected to 
be complete for ten years. 

The decision has been made after an 
extensive study into maintaining the oper¬ 
ational capability of the Jungly’ squadrons 
of the Fleet Air Arm. It reflects the greater 
ground training of the Royal Marines and 
the fact that RN commando alrcrewman are 


drawn from the anti-submarine sub-spe¬ 
cialisation, and therefore have to be dual 
trained. 

A course for RM aircrewmen (RMAC) has 
been trialled, and special emphasis will be 
placed on navigation, flight planning and 
load lifting. The training will be consolidat¬ 
ed by on-job training with a front-line 
squadron. On successful completion, 
Marines will be promoted to corporal. 

RN commando aircrewmen will continue 
to serve until at least the completion of 


their current engagements. Routine trans¬ 
fer from ASW to commando sub-speciali¬ 
sation has ended for Naval ratings, and 
now only Marines normally will be recruit¬ 
ed, unless the Corps is unable to meet the 
manning requirement for RMAC. 

Advancement and promotion for RN 
commando aircrewmen in the early years 
of transition will be slower, and second 
open engagements will be restricted to rat¬ 
ings who can be employed in the long 
term. DCI RN 168/97 


Officer list 
will go in 
3-tier plan 


A THREE-TIER commission structure for RN and RM officers has been endorsed 
by the Navy Board and will be introduced from April 1,1999. 


The new measures will abol¬ 
ish the General, Supplemen¬ 
tary and Special Duties List - 
the latter for officers promoted 
from the ranks. 

The structure reflects the unwill¬ 
ingness of recruits to commit them¬ 
selves for very lengthy periods, and 
the employer’s need for flexibility. 

From April next year all entrants 
to the officer corps - whether from 
outside or from the ranks - will 
embark on an Initial Commission 
(1C) spanning 12 years for RN offi¬ 
cers, eight for RMs and six for 
chaplains, allowing progress by 
selection to the rank of lieutenant- 
commander. 

At the 3-5 years service mark, all 
such officers will be eligible for 
competitive selection, based on 
requirements, to a Career 
Commission (CC) which will 
extend a career through to 16 years 
and could take the officer to 
Commander RN or equivalent. 

Full term 

Officers on CC will be eligible to 
transfer to a Full Term 
Commission (FTC) after eight 
years service up to a year before 
expiry of their Career Commission. 
An FTC would take them to retire¬ 
ment at the age of 55. 

Although the SD List will 
be abolished, former SD 
candidates will be known, 
for selection and training 
purposes, as Senior Upper 
Yardmen in the RN and 
Senior Corps Commissions 
In the RM. 

The normal age range for pro¬ 
motion to officer under the SUY 
and SCC scheme will be standard¬ 
ised as 26-46. 

Under the new system, previous 
experience and skills of all officer 
entrants will be recognised in 
seniority awards, unlike the pre- 


IPuserIPromotions 

YourfWhToStortomJ' 

c 



'Going up! Level One - crowd scenes and bit parts ... Level Two 
- supporting casts and minor leads ... Level Three - major roles 
and star billing ... Exits on all levels. Mind the doors!’ 


sent system which takes into 
account only those of graduate and 
SD officers. 

The final transfer boards under 
the existing rules will sit at the end 
of next year, and officers who are 
selected will move to the appropri¬ 
ate stage of the three-tier system. 
Short career commissions will 
become ICs, medium career com¬ 
missions will become CCs, with 
others transferring to Full Term 
Commissions. 

While the Navy Board point out 
that “there is no practical mecha¬ 


nism” that would allow all officers 
serving before April 1, 1999 to 
serve to the age of 55, selective 
extensions of service will continue, 
and manpower planners will keep 
retirement policy under review. 

The three-tier commission (or 
3TC) does not include medical, 
dental or nursing officers, whose 
career structure is the subject of 
separate work. Nor does it affect 
the Careers and Family Service 
branches which will continue to be 
governed by separate arrange¬ 
ments. DCI RN 190/97 


Aviation’s man of the future 


NAVAL AVIATION is to get a 
man for the future. 

The final report on the 
future arrangements for 
the support of Naval avia¬ 
tion identified the need for 
changes to the organisa¬ 
tion of Director General 
Aircraft (Navy). 

They included establish¬ 
ment of a Deputy Director 
(Future) - Capt Simon 
Henley. He and his staff will 
be responsible for the 
development and definition 
of strategy and policy for 
the future support of Naval 
aviation so that require¬ 
ments are met in time and 
cost-effectively. 

DCI GEN 264/97 



A lady called Mystic Meg’s offering to sell you her crystal ball, Sir! 


Pregnancy: 
Study rules 
before it 
happens... 


SERVICEWOMEN are being 
advised to study the Forces’ 
and Social Security rules about 
pregnancy before they consid¬ 
er starting a family - and at the 
latest when their pregnancy is 
confirmed. 

They should be familiar with the 
lengthy DCI on the subject, and 
booklets and manuals published 
for pregnant women by 
Government departments. If they 
do not understand any of the 
sometimes complex regulations, 
they should consult the divisional 
officers or equal opportunities 
advisers who can also provide RN 
guidance on maternity arrange¬ 
ments. 

For administrative pur¬ 
poses It is helpful to know a 
Servicewoman’s plans as 
soon as possible, including 
the expected date of child¬ 
birth, whether she intends 
to leave the Service - and if 
so her intended last day of 
Service. 

Servicewomen who are preg¬ 
nant are entitled to reasonable 
time off with pay, to keep medical 
and ante-natal appointments. 
They can choose to leave or take 
maternity leave or absence subject 
to certain conditions. 

SeFvicewomen leaving the 
Armed Forces have no right to 
return after childbirth, but may 
apply to re-enter. If there are 
changed circumstances, such as 
stillbirth, women who have left on 
grounds of pregnancy will be 
allowed to return if at all possible. 

Servicewomen returning to duty 
will wherever possible have their 
drafting/appointing preferences 
met, but it may not always be pos¬ 
sible for them to return to the 
same post or unit. DCI JS 124/97 

Help over 
‘complex’ 
Merlin 
systems 

A MERLIN User Support 
Centre has been set up to help 
operators and maintained to 
realise the full potential of the 
new Merlin helicopter’s highly 
complex systems. 

The MUSC is seen as a key fac¬ 
tor in support for the aircraft’s 
software and computer systems 
and will be based at RN air station 
Culdrose. 

The Centre will take over most 
of the responsibilities and tasks of 
the Sea King Tactical Centre and 
will continue to act as the Type Air 
Station co-ordination and moni¬ 
toring authority for the anti-sub¬ 
marine variant of the Sea King 
helicopter until the aircraft is with¬ 
drawn from service. 

DCI RN 169/97 


This regular feature gives 
general information about 
new Defence Council 
Instructions affecting con¬ 
ditions of service. If they 
apply to you, study the full, 
original text. 





























































In brief 


A VIKING boat race down 
the Thames helped to raise 
over £1,000 for Macmillan 
Cancer Relief. 

The race, organised by CPOPT 
Dave Pepper, saw teams of six 
from the Royal Naval College 
Greenwich and Macmillan 
Nurses racing from HMS 
President to Greenwich Pier. 

The total was boosted by walk¬ 
ers and runners who took on the 
‘Macmillan Mile’ challenge with 
the biggest single donation of 
£200 being raised by Mrs Val 
Brawn. 


AN INTREPID team from 
HMS Somerset kept the 
ship’s rowing machine 
whirring away non-stop 
during her passage from 
the Falklands to 
Montevideo. 

A team of 20 covered 
1,363km in just 96 hours, rais¬ 
ing £508 for the ship’s chari¬ 
ties chest. 

□ □ □ 

HMS ARK ROYAL’S Lt 
Jonathan Reed has the plea¬ 
sure of presenting £60,000 to 
the Anthony Nolan Bone 
Marrow Trust after one of the 
charity’s most successful fund¬ 
raising events to date. 

The ship hosted a sponsored 
abseil for 300 fundraisers and the 
most successful of them, Paul 
O’Shea from London, returned to 
HMS Ark Royal for the presenta¬ 
tion to the Trust. 


FOUR athletes from the 
new Joint Services 
Command and Staff 
College took part in an 88- 
mile race along the South 
West Coast Path. 

Lt Col Angus Loudon, Wg 
Cdr Fred Harbottle, CpI Gareth 
Williams and Cdr Campbell 
Christie finished with an 
aggregate time of 16 hours 
and raised £260 for the 
Princess Diana Memorial 
Fund. 

And the fund was boosted 
by a further £530 after a team 
from Centurion Building, 
Gosport hiked 44 miles along 
the Test Way from 
Southampton to Inkpen 
Beacon. 

They were LReg Graham 
O’Reilly, POPTI Steve Gibson, 
Lt Sandra Watts, Lt Anna 
Taylor and Cdr Derek Hart. 

□ □ □ 

CHILDREN at The Willows 
Special Nursery in 
Portsmouth were delighted by 
a visit by bandsmen from 
HMY Britannia. 

Tunes such as Bare Necessities 
and Congratulations thrilled the 
youngsters during the visit, 
arranged by Sergeant Bugler 
Andy Travis whose son Kirk used 
to attend the nursery. 

And at the end of their visit the 
musicians left behind a donation 
of £152 for two ‘Britannia’ rhodo¬ 
dendrons and a novelty seat. 


RUNNERS from the 
Commando Helicopter 
Force’s Arctic Warfare 
School ran over 100 miles 
in 7 hours to raise cash 
disabled children. 

Their efforts raised £225 
and resulted in RPO Andy 
Knight loosing his beard after 
staking it on the team’s fail¬ 
ure! 


HMS DRYAD’S volunteer 
band raised £800 for KGFS 
through a charity concert at 
the school of Maritime 
Operations at Southwick. RM 
Colour Sergeant Graham 
Holman presented the money. 


Helping Hands 
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Triumph for 
round-Britaiii 


A ROUND-BRITAIN ride by the 
Navy motorcycling club raised a 
jering £14,000 for the BBC’s 
Iren in Need appeal. 

The riders covered over 


bikers! 


2,000 miles in a week-long 
journey which took them to 
more than 20 Naval establish¬ 
ments around the country. 

Personnel as far apart as RN air 
station Culdrose in Cornwall and 
RNAS Prestwick in Scotland were 
called upon to donate to the annu¬ 
al appeal. 

And at the end of their journey 
the team rode to the Bournemouth 
International Centre where Rear 
Admiral Terry Loughran, Flag 
Officer Naval Aviation, presented 
the money to the BBC on live TV. 

Admiral Loughran, a Harley 
Davidson owner himself, is patron 


of the RN Motorcycle Club. 

It is the sixth year in succession 
that the club has supported the 
Children in Need Appeal with a 
round-Britain ride and this year’s 
efforts brings the total raised so far 
to more than £70,000. 

Generous 

The riders reported an enthusi¬ 
astic response to the appeal from 
all establishments, and collected 
between £400 and £1,000 at every 
stop. 

But their week on the road coin¬ 
cided with some of the worst 
weather of the year with heavy rain 


Gunners have a soft 
spot for little Olivia 

POMPEY field gunners showed a softer side to their 
nature by putting their weight behind a fund-raising drive 
for a cause which is close to their hearts. 

One of their number, HMS Edinburgh’s PO Bill Parry, has a 
daughter who suffers from a rare genetic disorder which affects 
her speech, learning and co-ordination. 

Disappointment 

Bill had hoped to send three-year-old Olivia to the USA for a 
unique form of therapy which involves swimming with dolphins, 
but was let down by the organisation which was going to fund 
the trip. 

When Bill’s colleagues heard about the disappointment they 
secretly spent the next four months raising the £7,500 needed 
for the trip to Florida themselves. 

They gave the couple the good news that the target had been 
reached at the end of season dinner after their Royal Tournament 
victoiy over the Fleet Air Arm, and Olivia’s speech has dramati¬ 
cally improved after her trip to the Miami Seaquarium. 


Gruelling day out 
helps to bring hope 
to the homeless 


SUBMARINERS from HMS Dolphin volunteered for a gru¬ 
elling day on the RN School of Leadership and Management’s 
obstacle course to raise cash for homeless people. 

Lt Tim Woods, CPOs Max Wall, Mini Cooper, Phil Press and John 
Ramm (from the RN Submarine School) and Mrs Barbara Wall all suc¬ 
cessfully completed the course under the watchful eye of CPO Mai 
Tonge. 

Between them, they collected over £600 for the Worcester-based 
charity HELP, which was founded by CPO Wall’s late father-in-law, Mr 
George Hatton. 



and high winds most of the way. 

The bikes used on the journey 
were loaned by Honda UK and 
included Pan European STIOOs, a 
CBR1000 Blackbird, a VFR 750 
and a Vtr Firestorm. 

The riders themselves came 
from all six branches of the 
RNMC, RNAS Yeovilton, HMS 
Sultan, HMS Drake, HMS Warrior 
and Scotland. 

□ CPO Lionel Broadhurst, a 
veteran of four round-Britain 
rides, couldn’t take part this year 
due to a draft to HMS Illustrious. 

But with no motorbikes in sight, 
he still managed to collect £1,000 



• Members of the RN 
Motorcycle Club who helped 
to collect £14,000 for the 
Children in Need Appeal on 
their round-Britain ride. 

for the appeal by pacing the ship 
and encouraging people to part 
with their money! 


Christmas fun for 
the not-so-young 

HMS SULTAN laid on a spectacular Christmas party 
for over 250 of Gosport’s senior citizens last month. 

The party was the product of a year’s worth of raffles in the 
Warrant Officers and Senior Rates Mess and the food, drinks 
and entertainments were all free of charge. 

One of the highlights of the evening was a band playing 
popular WWII songs, which were given strong vocal support! 


Aspiring to 
new heights 

THE SPINAL injury charity 
ASPIRE is calling for teams of 
climbers to tackle the Three 
Peaks Challenge in June. 

Teams of four are wanted to 
tackle the highest mountains in 
Scotland, Wales and England in 
just 24 hours. 

The event takes place from 
June 5 to June 7 and is expected to 
raise up to £50,000. 

Only 60 teams will be able to 
take part and participants must 
pay a £12 registration fee which 
pays for a T-shirt, car sticker and a 
cooked breakfast at the end of the 
event. 

For more details, call Ann 
Frampton on 0181-954-0701. 


• Slippery slope: the RNSMS team get to grips with the mud 
bank at the RN School of Leadership and Management. 


Got any good 
sea stories? 


The Directorate of Naval Recruiting is developing a new Royal Navy 
advertising campaign based on examples of the peacetime roles of the 
Royal Navy such as its fight against terrorism, anti-drug smuggling, 
search and rescue operations or any activity or event which illustrates 
achievement through teamwork. If you have any interesting stories 
from your personal experiences, we’d love to hear from you. Stories 
to be 150 words maximum. 

Prizes awarded for any stories eventually used as basis for 
commercials. 

Please contact the following address, with your name, service number 
and address details included: 


Stuart Reed 

Assistant Director (Marketing) 
DNR Room 130 
Victory Building 
HM Naval Base 
Portsmouth 
Hants 
POI 3LS 

Fax: 01705 727266 
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Options 


Two tales of endurance 


and one of Endurance 


-| 


Ice patrol 
ship set 
for warm 
welcomes 

WARM welcomes are 
assured for ice patrol 
vessel HMS Endurance 
on her current deploy¬ 
ment. 

The Royal Navy ice-break¬ 
er is once again sailing 
around the remotest corners 
of the southern hemisphere, 
ferrying personnel and 
equipment and surveying 
poorly charted waters. 

Since leaving her home 
port of Portsmouth at the 
end of October, Endurance 
sailed south via Madeira and 
South America, and she is 
due to spend the Christmas 
period in South Georgia and 
Grytviken. 

Early January will be 
spent in Chile. 

There are several objec¬ 
tives for the deployment, 
apart from the numerous 
goodwill visits and informal 
calls on international 
Antarctic survey bases. 

Surveying tasks include 
boatcamps in the Falklands 
and South Georgia, and a 
ship survey in the Erebus 
and Terror Gulfs in the 
Weddell Sea - an area popu¬ 
lar with cruise liners and 
charter vessels but which is 
poorly surveyed. 

Civilian scientists, partic¬ 
ularly from the British 
Antarctic Survey, will be 
assisted by the ship’s hydro- 
graphic team, and the ship 
will also help police the 
Antarctic Treaty. 

She is due home in May. 



ROYAL Marines Sean Chappie and 
Alan Chambers are aiming high - for 
the top of the world, to be precise. 

They hope to join the select band who 
have walked unaided to the North Pole - 
and there are fewer of them than men 
who have stood on the moon. 

If they succeed, Sgt Chappie (30) and CpI 

Chambers (29) will be the first Britons to 
have passed this most gruelling of tests. 

Early last year they spent nine weeks 
at Resolute Bay in Canada, testing 
equipment and procedures and walking 
up to 200 miles in temperatures down to 
minus 60C. 

Now they are counting the days until 
the expedition starts in earnest - weath¬ 
er permitting - on March 1. 

They will set off from Ward Hunt 
Island, and the early stages will prove 
particularly tough, with short days, huge 


pressure ridges and drifting ice - it is not 
uncommon for walkers to cover two miles in six 
hours and then drift back the same amount 
overnight. 

Later they will face stretches of open water, 
over which they will have to paddle their spe¬ 
cially-adapted sledges. 

Food will consist of rolled oats and oatmeal 
blocks with a hot drink for breakfast, nuts, 


fudge, peperami and soup during the day, and 
beef, cnilli or pasta in the evening, with clari¬ 
fied butter for additional fat. 

The Royals will take a shotgun with them to 
ward off polar bears. 

They intend to keep in touch through radio, 
satellite beacon, and regular Internet bulletins 
hosted by Robertsbridge Community College 
in Sussex. 



• Come in, number 20 - John Bryant and Steve Lee arrive off 
the coast of Barbados. 


r 



Awesome feat 
by RM oarsmen 


Why battle for phone use, when you can have your 
own affordable mobile telephone 


Instant International Roaming (GSM) which can be used in 67 countries 



f ull Connection to vodafone Tariffs- a saving of £35.25 


flill One hour of UK National Calls from nominated UK phone line per 
month with discounts on International and mobile calls from the same 
line. Additional one hour of FREE calls for only £2.75 per month 


TWO ROYAL Marines cor¬ 
porals have crossed the 
Atlantic in a rowing boat. 

John Bryant and Steve Lee 
completed the 3,OCX) mile crossing 
from Tenerife to Barbados in two 
months - beating their target of 
66 days by almost a week. 

The pair were part of the 
Atlantic Challenge, organised by 
Sir Chay Blythe, which saw 30 
teams set out in 24ft rowing boats. 


The course for the longest row¬ 
ing race ever held gave competi¬ 
tors the most favourable currents 
and winds, and avoided the 
Caribbean hurricane season. 

For the 62 days John and Steve 
rowed Kielder Atlantic 
Challenge two hours on, two 
hours off - cramming eating and 
sleeping into their two hours off. 

Sleep proved difficult during 
storms in the first fortnight, but 
they hit no further problems. 


Naval base back in the bidding 


PORTSMOUTH is expected to 
start bidding for warship refit work 
again after a five-year-break. 

Fleet Support Ltd has signalled 
its intention to bid for the refit of 
Portsmouth-based HMS Lancaster, 
due at the end of the century. 


Fleet Support, which officially 
took over from FMRO - the Fleet 
Maintenance and Repair 
Organisation - at the end of last 
year, is a joint enterprise between 
Vosper Thornycroft and VSEL 
(GEC-Marine). 


RN falls 
into line 
on fitness 
testing 

ANNUAL physical fitness 
tests are to be introduced for 
members of the Royal Navy 
from April 1, 1999. 

The Navy Board is introducing 
tests to ensure the combat effec¬ 
tiveness of the Service and to bring 
it into line with the Army and 
RAF, and the majority of NATO 
navies who test on a regular, con¬ 
sistent and Service-wide basis. 

At first the tests are planned for 
everyone under 25 on April 1, 
1999, but they will be extended 
progressively each year, in five- 
year age bands, so that by 2004 all 
under the age of 50 will be tested. 

Those over 50 will be tested on 
a voluntary basis, and for over 40s 
there will be a choice of test - 
either a timed run or a bleep test. 

For most, the test is likely to con¬ 
tain two elements - a test of power 
and strength, related to tasks such 
as moving a casualty; and stamina, 
requiring personnel to meet stan¬ 
dards adjusted for age and sex. 

The pass criteria would not be 
set at an unrealistic standard, and it 
is expected that the great majority 
would have little difficulty passing, 
especially as there will be three 
months notice of the test date. 

Those who do fail will have to 
undergo a programme to enable 
them to reach the standard, but in 
the rare event of repeated failure, 
personnel could face discharge. 

Gib issue 
is on ice 

THE UK has agreed to work start¬ 
ing on changing NATO’s European 
command structure - but now wants 
to see concessions from Spain. 

Preparations can now begin to 
cut the number of European com¬ 
mands by almost two-thirds, to 22. 

But the UK has made it clear 
that it wants to see changes to 
Spanish restrictions on military 
flights and sailings to and from 
Gibraltar before it will allow the 
NATO changes to be implemented 
at the end of this year 

Nuclear tests 
case is heard 

THE EUROPEAN Court of 
Human Rights is considering a 
plea by British nuclear bomb test 
veterans over access to Ministry of 
Defence records. 

Veterans have claimed they are 
suffering illness as a result of wit¬ 
nessing nuclear blasts in the 1950s. 

A MOD spokesman said two 
major studies, including one by the 
National Radiological Protection 
Board, had concluded there was 
no long-term detectable effects on 
the veterans’ expectation of life or 
on the risk of developing cancer or 
other fatal diseases. 

The court is not expected to 
rule before the spring. 


Full range of latest phones: 


Model 

Er688 

G500 

Startac70 

Er628 

Phillips Diga 

RRP 

£99.99 

£49.99 

£199.99 

£19.99 

£9.99 


mm 

m).m 


mm 

mm 

Connection 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 


In addition Fone Rack will make a contribution of £5 to your Mess Fund per connection 
All prices are inclusive VAT. FREE next day delivery UK or within 7 days via BPPO worldwide 


©atLCL ®§®@ SO® 



for more details or to place an order - or see the notice board in your Mess Hall. 
Fone Rack, the forward thinking mobile communication specialist - 


serving the needs of the Royal Navy 


V 




Squadron takes up sword 


THE ROYAL Navy’s “little ships with big 
hearts” have been presented with the presti¬ 
gious Wilkinson Sword of Peace. 

Now known as the First Patrol Boat 
Squadron, in recognition of their increasingly 
wide-ranging deployments, the craft of the 
Inshore Training Squadron (ITS) were hon¬ 
oured for their ambassadorial role during 1996. 

Presenting the sword to Lt Cdr (now Cdr) 
Peter Lewis, Senior Officer ITS, Second Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir John Brigstocke spoke of the 
fact that the squadron “reached many ports that 
larger Royal Navy units cannot, projecting a 
positive image of the Royal Navy, Britain and its 
young people.” 

The squadron was praised for its part in the 
300th anniversary celebrations of the Russian 
navy in Kaliningrad, where the ships attracted 
4,000 people when they were open to visitors. 

“The fact that your ‘little ships with big 
hearts’ stole the show clearly demonstrates the 
valuable contribution the Inshore Training 
Squadron has made to the Royal Navy’s impor¬ 


tant work in projecting the best of Britain 
around the world,’* said Admiral Brigstocke. 

“You have made a highly-significant contribu¬ 
tion to peace, especially through the planting of 
new seeds of friendship amongst young people. 

“As the Inshore Training Squadron passes 
into history, you must, as the First Patrol Boat 
Squadron, uphold the professionalism and 
high standards you have set.” 

Other visits carried out by some of the 16 
ships and 800 undergraduate honorary mid¬ 
shipmen were to Lithuania, Poland, Germany, 
Denmark, Sweden, Holland, France and Spain. 
■ The first of two new Archer-class patrol craft 
has been named at a shipyard in Troon. 

HMS Tracker replaces HMS Loyal Chancellor, 
the University RN Unit ship for Oxford; sister 
HMS Raider, which will replace Cambridge’s 
HMS Loyal Watcher, will be named in the spring. 

The naming of HMS Tracker was carried out 
by Dame Jennifer Jenkins, wife of Lord Jenkins 
of Hillhead, Chancellor of Oxford University. 
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Touch and 
feel Navy 
in action 


ARTISTs impression of part of the new £13m Action 
Stations attraction planned for Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard, part funded by the Millenium Commission and 
due to open in Spring 2000. 

As reported last month, the facility in Boathouse No 6 will 
be unique in bringing the modern high-tech Navy within 
reach of the public. 

It will feature a 275-seat auditorium housing the biggest 
screen in the south of England and an interactive exhibition 
where Virtual reality’ technology will allow the visitors to 
try their hand at flying a helicopter, steering a ship through 
hazardous waters, tracking an enemy and firing missiles. 

• One of the last receptions in HMY Britannia showcased 
the stunning £5 million Development Plan for the adjacent 
Royal Naval Museum, hosted by the museum’s president, 
the Princess Royal. Work is expected to be complete by 
autumn 1999. There will be a special feature in our March 
edition. 


Falklands 

memorial 

chosen 


WINNING design for the Falkland Islands Memorial 
Chapel at Pangbourne College, Berkshire was announced 
last month by Chairman of the Royal Fine Art 
Commission, Lord St John of Fawsley. 


From a short list of five out 
of 73 entries in a rare competi¬ 
tion for the Commission - only 
other one was in 1924 which 
roduced the famous Gilbert 
cott telephone box - the win¬ 
ner was the Crispin Wride 
Architectural Design Studio, 
whose work includes 
Newcastle International 
Airport terminal. 

Tne £1.6 million chapel design’s 
two curved sides evoke a ship’s 
hull. It would not be a memorial to 
war, said Lord St John, “nor a 
memorial to Lady Thatcher... it is 
a memorial to all who laid down 
their lives in those extraordinary 
times. 

“To lay down your life for a 
friend is still the highest form of 
sacrifice - and it should be recog¬ 
nised.” 

Public memory of such events 
was not short, he insisted, citing 
the recent resurgence of support 
for Remembrance Sunday, not 
least among younger people, which 
was becoming “more and more 


important to the identity of the 
nation.” 

Admiral Sir John Woodward, 
the 1982 Task Force Commander, 
handed cheques to cover expenses 
to the rest of the short list. Money 
for the project was still being 
raised - two applications for 
Lottery funding having been 
turned down - but building was 
expected to start in the summer. 

• The Queen Mother has spo¬ 
ken out against the growing trade 
in war memorials . Churches and 
chapels are being closed down at 
the rate of one a week to be con¬ 
verted into restaurants or charac¬ 
ter homes and many of the memo¬ 
rials they contain are being sold to 
antiques dealers. In a letter to Ian 
Davidson, founder of the Friends 
of War Memorials, her private sec¬ 
retary wrote:”The Queen Mother 
indeed hopes that with the help of 
the Royal British Legion you will 
be able to stop the practice of 
memorials and rolls of honour 
dedicated to those who lost their 
lives in action being sold as sou¬ 
venirs or novelties.” 



Fantastic indoor 
and outdoor 
facilities, 
surrounded by 
superb countryside 
and beach locations 


If it’s fun you're after then the China Fleet Country Club is the place for you and 
your family. mHii 

Situated on the banks of the River Tamar, just in Cornwall, with, glorious beaches, 

Dartmoor and the historic waterfront city of Plymouth just a short drive away /Iftllb 1 jwJM 

With Pools, Flume, Bodz Fitness Suite, Solaria, Heat Waves, Health Suite / ^ 

(Steam Room, Sauna, Plunge Pool, Jacuzzi and Juice Bar), 28 Bay Floodlit GolfLjj 
Driving Range and much, much more, having fun is never a problem at the China 

' n The China Fleet offers a wealth of choice with three bars, Adult Lounge Bar coffee lounge 
K ll [ j I i n and the mouth watering Farmhouse Restaurant. 


At the China Fleet Country Club when the day draws to a close you can return to 
your own apartment, relax in front of satellite TV, prepare a light meal in the fully 
equiped fitted kitchen or simply contemplate tommorow’s offerings - Squash, 
i Badminton or let the children loose on the Bouncy dragon. 


For a free copy of China Fleet Country Clubs ‘Making 
you Welcome’ brochure, with prices to delight you, 
phone (01752) 848668 now! 


Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6LJ 
Telephone (01752) 848668 
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Motoring 




Freelander scores on price and premiums 


LAND ROVER'S new Freelander, the 
company's first foray into the popu¬ 
lar sports utility market, is set for a 
storming start with competitive 
prices and very low insurance rat¬ 
ings when it goes on sale this month. 

There are three principal styles - 
Softback, Hardback and Station Wagon - 
with two specification levels, standard 
and XE, and choice of petrol (i) and 
diesel (di) engines in each. 

On-the-road prices will start at £15,995 
for the Freelander Softback i, the diesel 
costing £1,000 more and the XE specifi¬ 


cation adding a further £2,000, so that the 
Softback XEdi is £18,995. 

The same applies to the other body 
styles, with the Hardback from £16,495 to 
£19,295, and the Station Wagon from 
£17,995 to £20,995. 

Optional extras 

Options on the i/di - standard on the 
XE - include a pack comprising ABS 
braking, traction control and hill 
descent control at £995, front passen¬ 
ger airbag (£299), 15-inch alloy wheels 
(£450), and six-speaker sound system 
(£175). Glass targa roof panels on the 


i/di Hardback add £145. 

Other options include air conditioning 
at £695 and a towing pack at £145. 

The good news on the insurance front 
is that all i/di models have a rating of 
Group 8E, and XEi/XEdi models are 9E, 
which is extremely competitive. 

With the E suffix indicating that the 
vehicles exceed security level require¬ 
ments, the bandings are low because of 
the comprehensive alarm, immobiliser 
and security systems and competitive 
repair costs resulting from details in con¬ 
struction including polymer front fender 
panels. 


Insurance agents BRADFORD & HATCHER LTD (established 1967) offer 

Forces Direct 



Insurance 

MOTOR INSURANCE 

HOME & CONTENTS INSURANCE • KIT INSURANCE 

♦Exclusive schemes & preferential rates for H.M. Forces * 

* Specialist Rates for Young Drivers and High-Performance Cars * 

♦ Fast & Efficient Claims Service * 

♦ 24 Hour Helpline * 

♦ Monthly Payments * 

FOR AN INSTANT QUOTATION & GUARANTEED SAVINGS CALL FREE ON 

0800 068 0279 

& Hatcher Ltd. 

Manor Court, 12 St Margaret^ JSt., Ipswich 1P4 2AT. Tel: 01473 211951 

j . * • * 


14 Day No Quibble 
Used Car Exchange 
Guarantee! 


YES, if yog decide that the car you buy is not quite 
what you wanted you may exchange it within 14 
days - no questions asked! All part of the Natocars' 
Customer Commitment Programme to give complete 
satisfaction. 

Buying your next car should be an enjoyable, 
hassle-free experience and Natocars know how to 
make it just that, with these inclusive benefits: 

• Very competitive prices 

• Postal car list ana photo service 

• 14 day no-quibble, exchange 

• Guaranteed condition - RAC multi-point 
inspection and written customer report 

• Fully ’ comprehensive warranty 


• 12 months Breakdown Insurance 

• National Vehicle Register insurance 
write-off check 

• Full service check 

• 12 months MOT where applicable 

• Private ownership from new 

• Full service histories 

• Choice of low rate finance schemes 

• Over 32 years of fair dealing 

• PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

Now, like the majority of our customers, you can 
order your car, unseen, with total confidence by 
post, phone, fax or personal visit • 

WE GUARANTEE IT! 


% 

Ritail Hotum 


Can you afford not to buy 
from Natocars? 


h your 
Security 




*KINATOCARS 

MRewarding Experience 

Natocars Ltd • Wylds Road • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 4DG 
® : 01278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 



(SO\ 

'years 


PHASE SEND ME DHA15 Of YOU! USB) CARS: 


Rank: 


Initials: 


Surname: 

Address: 


Telephone (Home): 


I would like to consider: □ Port Exchange □ Deposit Savings Plans 
CD Finance Plans EH Discount Insurance 
I am more/equally interested in a new cor: D lax Free 

□ Tbx Paid 

Make/Model:_ 

For use in (Country): _ 


(Work): 


Extn.: 


Delivery dote required: 


NATOCARS 

Natocars Ud • Wytds Road • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 ADC 
TT 01278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 


(test&rive) 

y BE— ___ s 


Turbo Volvo is 
an eye-opener 

VOLVO continues to shrug off 
its old staid image with a suc¬ 
cession of sporty road 
machines, and with the back¬ 
ground of prominence in the 
British Touring Car 
Championship these are real 
high performers. 

Just launched are new versions 
of the S40 (saloon) and V40 
(estate) which with low pressure 
turbocharging of the 2-litre engine 
give both slick 160bhp perfor¬ 
mance and improved fuel econo¬ 
my. These are designated with a T 
suffix. 

But they follow hot on the heels 
of the 1.9-litre S40 T4, which with 
200bhp on tap can rocket the car 
from standing to 60mph in a frac¬ 
tion over seven seconds and has 
the potential for a top speed of 
nearly 150mph, almost mirroring 
the performance of the non-turbo 
S40 racers. 

Courtesy of Volvo main dealers 
Cambridge Garage at 
Bedhampton, I was able to sample 
the delights of this machine, and it 
was a real pleasure. 

In a way it is something of a wolf 
in sheep's clothing; the lines are 
sleek and bold without being 
aggressive - spoilers don’t always 
reflect what is under the bonnet, 
and what Escort Cosworth driver 
would expect to be left standing by 
a mid-sized Volvo saloon? 

The economy is also practical, 
from 20.6mpg on the urban cycle 
to 40.4mpg on the extra urban, giv¬ 
ing an average a fraction under 
30mpg - respectable for many far 
less lively family saloons. 

The five-speed manual transmis¬ 
sion is slick, and the addition of a 
Volvo-developed traction control 
system called Dynamic Stability 
Assistance (DSA) means it main¬ 
tains full directional stability and 
maximum road grip. 



By Glynn Williams 


This car has no vices - throttle 
response is lagless but it is not 
going to run offwith you if your toe 
switches, and it is calming and 
relaxing to drive through its very 
incLsiveness. 

Yet the combined fuel economy 
figure of 29.72mpg shows that 
Volvo has again round the right 
balance of first class sporting per¬ 
formance with acceptable con¬ 
sumption. 

Tne T4's suspension is tuned for 
handling, the independent front 
and rear suspension having two 
settings - sport and comfort - while 
the power steering has a 'fast' high 
ratio. 

The latest generation anti-lock 
brake system is standard, with elec¬ 
tronic brake distribution to ensure 
maximum braking efficiency on all 
four wheels. 

The bottom line - how much? - 
is another welcome surprise, with 
on-the-road prices ranging from 
just £20,125 for the S40 T4 saloon 
to £24.625 for the luxury specifica¬ 
tion V40 T4 CD estate. 

Standard equipment on all six 
T4 models includes the full Volvo 
side impact protection system, dri¬ 
ver’s airbag, a three-point seatbelt 
for all five seats, central locking 


with immobiliser, electric windows 
and door mirrors, six-speaker RDS 
stereo radio/cassette, split/folding 
rear seats and height adjustment 
for the driver's seat and steering 
column. 

And, despite the high perfor¬ 
mance, running costs are kept low 
with service intervals of 10,000 
miles/12 months with a fully com¬ 
prehensive warranty for 60,000 
miles/ three years which includes 
batteries and exhausts. 

CAR FACTS: 

Model: Volvo S40 T4 

Price: £20,125 

Engine: Turbocharged 1.9-litre 
16-valve producing 200bhp 

Transmission: Five-speed manu¬ 
al change 

Performance: 0-62mph in 7.3 
secs; top speed 148mph 

Economy; 29.7mpg 


AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

★ Mechanical ★Bodywork 

★ Electrical ★ Servicing 

for all types of cars 
Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 
MOTs arranged 
Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 


SAVE with the RN HOME PLAN 


Big savings off UK prices when you order your next vehicle from SCE. A 
genuine Concession - no-nonsense prices lower than UK List, plus the 
convenience of leaving SCE to arrange everything on your behalf. Before you buy 
your next car, you’ll want to know more about RN savings through SCE. 

FOR THE FULL STORY AND YOUR FREE COLOUR INFORM ATION PACK 
SEND THE COUPON OR WRITE, FAX, PHONE 

SCE HOTLINE UK 01367 241225 

(we’U call you right back) 

fax UK: 01367 242000 


SCE 


auto international 


SCE LTD 
PO BOX 177 
FARINGDON 
OXON SN7 7EW UK 


Name 


Title/Rank . 


Address _ 


I am interested in Chrysler ED Jeep CD Kia CD Mazda CD Rover CD MG CD USED CAR CD 

Models (please specify) _—-—--—— 

RN Hone Plan Tax Paid □ Export Tax Free □ Concession Price d 
Please post to SCE Lid, FREEPOST. Fanngdon, Oxon SN7 5BR. UK 


























































NAVY NEWS, JANUARY 1998 15 




faram 


Nelson's winning walls 

RESTORATION of a building complex in HMS Nelson has 
won a design award. 

The gymnasium and associated buildings, including the 
famous clock tower, were adjudged best restoration for 1997 
by the Portsmouth Society, which gave the prize for “the 
enormously high standard of workmanship and attention to 
detail in replacing the decaying brickwork and stone to the 
highest standard, supervised with great enthusiasm by Mr 
Peter Williams and Mr O’Shaughnessy.” 

Pictured at the unveiling of a commemorative plaque are 
Cdr lain Shepherd, Commander HMS Nelson, and Lord 
^Mayor of Portsmouth Tony Golds. 


Last 
parade 
at the 
home 
of the 
Lynx 

LAST Ceremonial 
Divisions at HMS 
Osprey were viewed by 
Flag Officer Naval 
Aviation Rear Admiral 
Terry Loughran. 

In all, 14 platoons 
and the Admiral’s 
Guard paraded on the 
airfield at Portland 
after the Admiral’s 
inspection of the air 
station’s various 


London 
call for 
Argyll 

AFTER a strenuous four weeks 
work up in preparation for her 
Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean deployment HMS 
Argyll took a week’s break in 
London. 

The trip up the Thames was a 
first for most of the ship’s compa¬ 
ny and the official reception she 
held the day after her arrival cul¬ 
minated in a spectacular firework 
display with the Type 23 frigate 
providing an impressive backdrop 
behind Tower Bridge. 

Thereafter it was a busy visit for 
the ship’s company, with a Careers 
Forum, Variety Club children’s 
party and visits by members of the 
House of Commons Defence 
Select Committee included on the 
agenda. 

Ashore, members of the ship’s 
soccer squad achieved a 2-2 draw 
against members of the 
Metropolitan Police and had fun 
skidding a squad car at their 
Driving School while another 30 
members of the ship’s company 
were lavishly treated at a reception 
given by the Worshipful Company 
of Paviors. 


ALL ROUND PROTECTION 


mi 

ALL ROUND PROTECTION 

by BAe Vertical launch Sea Wolf, Harpoon Surface to 
Surface Missile launchers and Siinn Hay torpedo system! 
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ALL ROUND PROTECTION 


ALL ROUND PROTECTION 




NAAFT) 

nancial 


especially if your 


military career often takes you overseas. 
That's why NAAFI Financial Services Motor 
Insurance is specifically designed to offer 
complete protection to British service men 
and women throughout most of Europe. 


Cover across Europe * meaning your 
policy automatically protects your car 
almost anywhere you travel in Europe. 
Competitive premiums and special 


discounted rates for those 30+. 


All policies also include complete 
legal protection. 

A 24-hour emergency claims service. 
Policies come complete with RAC 
breakdown assistance on comprehensive 
policies. 


call NA/iFi 
and quote 


SERVICES 


lisoo 180180 

FOR OVERSEAS +44 115 935 4222 

Mauri af feaalaaaa las Bpia Maa Fri, la* tpa Sal (Ml Hat) 


Options 


the 
Boat 
Show's 
biggest 
boat.. 


NAVY NEWS will be at the 
London International Boat 
Show this month - together 
with a massive 30ft high walk¬ 
through replica of a subma¬ 
rine. 

The half-size reproduction of an 
RN nuclear boat is the main fea¬ 
ture of one of the biggest stands in 
Earl’s Court, packed with hands- 
on exhibits. 

Visitors will be able to listen to 
the underwater world through 
sonar as they trim the submarine 
through the ocean’s depths. 

The show will be opened by the 
Corps of Drums from HM Royal 
Marines Band on January 9 - and 
close it with ‘Sunset* on January 18 
when the White Ensign will be 
lowered by sailors from HMS 
Collingwood. 

Said Commodore Barry 
Leighton, the RN Director of 
Public Relations: “Our participa¬ 
tion in this show gives us an excel¬ 
lent opportunity to demonstrate 
what the Royal Navy does, how we 
do it and why. 

“It also gives the thousands who 
visit the stand the chance to meet 
and to talk to sailors at first hand 
and hear how they go about their 
work.” 

Double act 
for droggies 

AN AGREEMENT to enhance 
maritime safety and avoid duplica¬ 
tion of effort in producing 
Admiralty charts of the River 
Thames and estuary has been 
signed by the Port of London 
Authority and the UK 
Hydrographic Office. 

It marks formal recognition of 
the role the PLA’s Hydrographic 
Service plays in surveying the 
Thames and the transfer of the 
data as the primary source for 
charts covering the area. 
Signatories were the 
Hydrographer of the Navy, Rear 
Admiral John Clarke and his PLA 
counterpart. Rear Admiral Bruce 
Richardson. 
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NEW YEAR. RESOLUTION TO 

Think Russian prepare for 

JOINT RN/RuSSIAN NAVAL EXERCISES 

m pea£E-keepiu6&-Humauitawan 

OPERATIONS 



We are thinking your sailors wiser to stick with Line Dancing than copy us? 


H NEWSVIEW - 

Common cause of 
Jack and Ivan 

THE PROSPECT of exercises with the Russian Navy would 
have seemed remote in the extreme just a few years ago - but 
only for political reasons. 

In fact, whenever confrontation between nations recedes, 
naval co-operation offers the best immediate opportunity for 
building bridges. Because sailors share a common bond, facing 
as they must a common enemy. 

The title of the best-known novel of the Battle of the Atlantic - 
the biggest, longest and most terrible of all sea battles - identi¬ 
fies only one. The Cruel Sea itself. 

The Russian Navy which was to become one of the most 
powerful in the world owed its genesis to the vision of Peter the 
Great who, realising the importance of naval power for a country 
that was first and foremost a continental land power with next to 
no naval tradition, came to England 300 years ago this month to 
study shipbuilding. 

Naval links between Russia and this country have continued 
to have a long, if sporadic history ever since. Leaving aside the 
Cold War - the biggest, longest naval exercise ever, you might 
say - we have only once been on opposite sides. 

When in the last two decades of the 19th century Russia 
aimed to build up its fleet so that it could, in alliance with anoth¬ 
er, be capable of meeting any possible adversary on equal 
terms, it turned to the British yard of Yarrow to produce its first 
successful, first-class torpedo boat. 

This type of vessel would be a highly important element in all 
the major navies - and by 1884 Russia led the world with no 
less than 115 of them. 

British yards produced many capital ships for the Russian 
Navy, too, in the years before World War I - including Vickers’ 
Rurik -one of the finest armoured cruisers ever built. 

The speed and enthusiasm with which the Russians have 
lately welcomed the chance to operate with the Royal Navy 
have delighted Defence Secretary George Robertson and his 
Senior Service chiefs. Some might baulk at the problems of lan¬ 
guage, doctrine and practice - but we have more in common 
than is generally recognised. And in some areas the Russians 
have long been aheao of us. 

As Anthony Watts has noted in The Imperial Russian Navy 
(Arms & Armour, 1990), as long ago as World War I the founda¬ 
tion of co-operation between all three of her armed services was 
laid down and gradually built on post war, while in other coun¬ 
tries the services continued jealously to guard their own private 
‘empires’. 

In the Dardanelles in 1915, the Royal Navy found that 
amphibious operations required meticulous planning and spe¬ 
cialised ships - while the Russians had already conceived pur¬ 
pose-built ships for conducting the same in the Black Sea and 
also constructed an artificial harbour. 

In a number of important naval operations (the Russian Navy 
is popularly supposed to have taken little part in World War I but 
quite the contrary is true - even after the Revolution) they devel¬ 
oped the strategy and tactics of amphibious warfare, transport¬ 
ing strong forces of troops and landing them safely on hostile 
shores. 

This is one of the Royal Navy's three ‘core capabilities' today. 

'‘Finally," Watts observes, There were the incredibly success¬ 
ful Russian mining operations, conducted in both the Baltic and 
the Black Sea. This form of warfare was developed to such a 
degree that the Russians have been able to build on this knowl¬ 
edge and develop their present-day extensive capability in mine 
warfare." 

Today the Royal Navy leads the world in mine countermea¬ 
sures. 

So although the present plan for exercises with Ivan concedes 
no place for warfare, focused as it is on humanitarian and disas¬ 
ter relief operations,if we ever had to take up the cudgels togeth¬ 
er we might face up to a common adversary with more in com¬ 
mon than we ever imagined. 


RUSSIA/RN 

EXERCISE 


■ From front page 

including ship visits, language and 
technical training and information 
exchange on issues such as doc¬ 
trine, procedures, communications 
and safety. 

Exercises with the Russians 
have been held before - as 
revealed by Navy News in May 
1996 when HMS Gloucester wel¬ 
comed the frigates RFS Admiral 
Levchenko and the USS Samuel 
B.Roberts to exercises off the 
South Coast. And the Royal Navy 
has taken part in joint maritime 
talks with the two countries since 
1988. 

But this programme is the first 
purely bilateral arrangement 
between the UK and Russia - and 
far exceeds in scope anything that 
has gone before. 

An RN spokesman working on 
its co-ordination told Na\y News 
that even in the Cold War era there 
had been an agreement known as 
Incidents at Sea’ fINCSEA) 
through which ships of Doth fleets 
were able to communicate to 
reduce the risks of operating in 
close proximity. 

“Healthy mutual respect of each 
other’s capabilities developed and, 
as the tensions of the Cold War 
reduced, contacts between us and 
the Russian Federation Navy 
became more frequent through 
some very successful port visits. 

“It became clear during these 
that bonds exist between the two 
navies and in keeping with the idea 
of ‘defence through diplomacy' 
there is much that can be done to 
encourage future co-operation. 

“Navies do tend to get on quite 
well in general, because they have 
a common bond of professional 
knowledge. We are all operating in 
the same hostile environment and 
I think the politicians have recog¬ 
nised this and are taking advantage 
of it.” 

During Mr Robertson s Nov¬ 
ember talks in Moscow, it had 
been agreed that inter-operability 
of surface forces would concen¬ 
trate on training for multi-national 
humanitarian and peacekeeping 
operations - there would be no 
element of war-fighting or of sub¬ 
marine and anti-submarine war¬ 
fare in the schedule. 

Shortly after. Assistant Chief of 
Naval Staff, Rear Admiral 
Jonathon Band, met Rear Admiral 
Lazarev of the Combat Training 
Division at the Moscow headquar¬ 
ters of the Russian Main Naval 
Staff to discuss drawing up a draft 
list of proposals - which were 
agreed by the two Defence 
Ministers meeting in Brussels just 
over a week later? 


‘Our friendship with Russia 
is now showing early and 
tangible results’ 

- Defence Secretary George Robertson 



They include: 

■ Liaison between Britannia 
Royal Naval College Dartmouth 
and the Frunze Naval Academy. 

■ Between the Maritime 
Warfare Centre at HMS Dryad 
and the Kusnetsov Naval 
Academy. 

■ Between Flag Officer Sea 
Training and the Combat Division 
of the Main Naval Staff. 

■ Between the Royal Marines 
and the Russian Naval Infantry. 

■ Ship visits and training. 

The combined deployment in 
1999 is expected to be spread over 
a few weeks and will probably 
involve a frigate or destroyer - 
maybe a Type 23 frigate - and a 
similar Russian unit. Its location 
has yet to be decided. 

As well as the working propos¬ 
als, Admirals Band and Lazarev 
agreed that a short Memorandum 
of Understanding should be signed 
by Admiral Kuroyedov, the 
Russian C-in-C, and the First Sea 
Lord. 

• Common bonds - Russian 
sailors get a taste of life in the 
Royal Navy on board HMS Iron 
Duke, visiting Severomorsk, 
headquarters of the Northern 
Fleet near Murmansk last sum - 
mer. A Type 23 frigate is a likely 
choice for the first Anglo - 
Russian deployment planned 
for next year. 
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uarner to the rescue 


I RN wins 
training 
contract 





npVAL YACHT 


THE ROYAL Navy has 
won a multi-million pound 
agreement to train mem¬ 
bers of the Kuwaiti navy. 

Defence Secretary George 
Robertson said a Letter of 
Agreement had been signed 
for the Navy and Flagship 
Training Ltd to train 300 offi¬ 
cers and ratings before they 
take possession of their eight 
new fast patrol craft, currently 
being built in France. 

Mr Robertson said: “1 am 
delighted that the UK and 
Kuwait have signed this 
extremely important agree¬ 
ment, which is further recogni¬ 
tion that the RN provides the 
best naval training in the 
world." 

Training, which starts this 
month, will include courses in 
English, leadership, specialist, 
technical and general duties, 
providing a foundation for the 
ship and equipment training 
which will be provided by the 
French. 

Flagship Training is an 
organisation set up to help 
utilise spare capacity at Naval 
training establishments. 


Immigrants held 

THE GIBRALTAR Squadron has 
again been involved in the arrest 
of illegal immigrants from North 
Africa attempting to cross the 
Straits. 

Nin^ Moroccans and a Spaniard 
were attempting to land on the 
Rock when HMS Trumpeter and 
two police RIBs arrived. 

Trumpeter co-ordinated the 
search of the shoreline and held 
the immigrants on board until they 
were handed over to the Gibraltar 
authorities. 


• Haul away - the GR7 Harrier is recovered on to HMS Invincible (above). 

• On station - the carrier stands by the stricken cargo ship Megane (right). 


To commemorate over 40 years of service, the 
Britannia Collection has been produced to 
allow everybody to retain a memory of this 
magnificent Royal Yacht. Only the highest 
quality garments have been used. Apart from the 
t-shirts, all of the other clothing items are 
embroidered. If you have any questions about the 
collection, or wish to order and pay by 
credit card, please contact us on (01983) 291744. 


T-SHIRT 

Printed £9.99 
White or grey. 


SWEAT SHIRT 
Embroidered £21.99 
Navy, white or grey. 


RUGBY SHIRT 

Embroidered £29.99 
Navy only. 


POLO SHIRT 

Embroidered £21.99 
Navy or white. 


EMBROIDERED NAVY CAPS 

Wool £12.99 TECHNO JACKET 

Brushed cotton £8.99 Navy micro-fibre shell with 

red fleece lining. 
Embroidered £69.99 


MM. 


BRITANNIA 


HWl 




WALLET £4.99 


BUCKLE BELT £9.99 


KEY FOB £2.99 


SIZES AVAILABLE: S M L XL 

POSTAGE & PACKING: £ 1.50 for first item, 50p for each additional item. 

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: (01983) 291744 

SEND YOUR ORDER TO: 

Ocean World Ltd., Britannia Collection, High St., Cowes, IOW, P031 7RR 


Christmas comes early 


HMY BRITANNIA 


CHRISTMAS was probably the last 
thing on the mind of crewmen on the 
cargo ship Megane, sinking in a 
Mediterranean storm. 

But it was Lt Steve Christmas, lead pilot 
with 814 Naval Air Squadron, who helped 
rescue the 13 men 80 miles off Sicily. 

Two Sea Kings from the Culdrose-based 
squadron, deployed in HMS Invincible, were 
involved in the rescue. 

The ship was alerted by a distress call from 
the Beirut-registered Megane, which was car¬ 
rying a cargo of limber to Italy. 

Water had entered her engine room, she 
had lost all electrical power and she was list¬ 
ing badly, shedding her load into the sea. 

In a force nine "gale, the ship’s Sea Kings, 
and two Italian helicopters, were sent to help 
as the carrier steamed to her assistance. 

Lt Christmas said his aircraft was already 
airborne on another sortie when he was 
diverted to the 1,800-tonne Megane. 

The helicopter hovered 40ft above the 
deck while LA Ian Walkden was winched 


down to prepare the crew for lifting. 

Six crewmen were taken from the ship by 
the Navy, while an Italian search and rescue 
helicopter lifted off the remaining seven. 

All were transferred to Invincible for med¬ 
ical checks, and were then taken to Sicily. 

Defence Secretary George Robertson said: 

“I am delighted that the professionalism and 
courage of our service personnel has resulted 
in saving these men. 

“The international co-operation was also 
superb, reflecting great credit on ourselves 
and our Italian colleagues." 

Invincible’s invisibles 

HMS INVINCIBLE was the setting for a marketing initia¬ 
tive in Barcelona by “British Invisibles". 

Experts from London addressed a Catalonian audience 
on “London - Your Global Financial Services Partner". 

This was the first of a series of such initiatives, and as 
the team wanted to highlight the “essence of British reli¬ 
ability, professionalism and competence", RN ships vis¬ 
iting foreign ports were deemed to be the ideal vehicle. 


• First call - HMS Northumberland speeds past Dubrovnik Old Town on the Adriatic. 


Hectic pace for frigate 


HMS NORTHUMBERLAND is home after 
seven months with NATO’s Mediterra¬ 
nean fleet. 

The Type 23 frigate deployed at the end of 
May, relieving HMS Birmingham in Gibraltar as 
the Royal Navy’s contribution to the Standing 
Naval Force Mediterranean (SNFM) - a multi¬ 
national flotilla of eight ships. 

A hectic practice programme was broken up 
by two periods of independent detached duty 
when the Devonport-based ship formed the UN 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR) in the Adriatic. 

This required the ship to act as a highly vis¬ 
ible military presence off the coast of the for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia - and allowed time for training, 
flight-deck barbecues and “hands to bathe." 

Northumberland was the first RN warship to 


visit the historic city of Dubrovnik in Croatia 
since 1982, and the first visitor on SFOR duty. 

A six-week stand-down in the French port of 
Toulon gave the ship’s company the chance to 
take leave - some flew back to the UK, thanks 
to the RAF, but others stayed in the sun to visit 
the Balearics or nearby Cote d’Azur. 

The latter part of the ship’s deployment saw 
her involved in two major NATO maritime exer¬ 
cises - INVITEX 97, when Northumberland was 
part of an enemy task force trying to stop the 
US Sixth Fleet forcing entry to the Adriatic, and 
Dynamic Mix 97, the main maritime exercise of 
NATO’s southern command, which this year 
involved an amphibious exercise off Greece. 

Northumberland has steamed 23,000 miles 
on deployment, visiting 18 ports - and raising 
£2,500 for charity. 


-twice 


TWO RESCUES at sea 
have kept aircraft carrier 
HMS Invincible busy in the 
Mediterranean. 

Sea Kings from 814 Naval Air 
Squadron helped rescue the 
crew of a sinking ship (see 
Christmas comes early). 

But it was the ship’s crane which 
was used to lift a ditched RAF 
GR7 Harrier back on board in an 
eight-hour opereation. 

The plane, one of seven from 1 
Squadron RAF Wittering, had 
ditched while attempting to land at 
the end of a night training sortie. 

The pilot was located and recov¬ 


ered uninjured in a helicopter 
from 849 A flight. 

Sea King pilot Lt Richard King 
had a problem of his own to cope 
with - instrument malfunction and 
loss of all height information 
forced him to fly the aircraft man¬ 
ually with few visual references. 

Ship's divers, led by CMEA 
Kerr, attached buoyancy aids to the 
upturned Harrier, then the plane 
was salvaged in an operation led by 
CPO(SEA) Hoy. 

The ship's commanding officer 
at the time of the incident, Capt 
Roy Clare, said: “This was a text¬ 
book operation which saved a 
pilot’s life, and recovered a very 
valuable aircraft.” 
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'The future will undoubtedly 
have a place for the ship, but 
its influence can never 
exceed what it has already 
accomplished.' 
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Calendar 

Protecting the 
environment is 
what the Royal 
Navy is all 
about, as 
superbly 
portrayed in 
this years 
calendar. 
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Another dance to 
the music of time 


DAVA SOBEL’s Longitude 
was the surprise No 1 best¬ 
seller of 1995 - and the 
‘Official Millenium Edition’ of 
Greenwich Time and the 
Longitude (National 

Maritime Museum' £19.95) 
does not have the same narra¬ 
tive pace and excitement that 
allowed such an unlikely sub¬ 
ject to enjoy such spectacular 
success. 

But this updated version of 
Derek Howse’s classic official his¬ 
tory goes beyond the remarkable 
saga of master clockmaker John 
Harrison’s patient struggle to per¬ 
fect the first practical chronome¬ 
ter. 

Howse, former Head of 
Navigation and Astronomy at the 
museum, tells the story of 
Greenwich Time from 1676, when 
it was first established for use at 
the newly created Royal 
Observatory at Greenwich - 
founded by Charles 11 for the spe¬ 
cific purpose of solving the prob¬ 
lem of finding longitude at sea. 

Greenwich became an interna¬ 
tional household name in 1884, 
when its longitude -not that of 
Paris, Washington or the Great 
Pyramid - was chosen as the 
world’s Prime Meridian of time 
and navigation. Longitude 0 
degrees. 

Simple language is used to 
describe the relevant develop¬ 
ments in astronomy, navigation 
and timekeeping from the 1670s to 
the present day - such as the atom¬ 
ic clock. Global Positioning System 
and leap second - and how 

Day of the 
'Splendid 
Cats' 

BRAINCHILD of Admiral 
Sir John Fisher, battle¬ 
cruisers combined heavy 
guns and high speed in 
the largest hulls of their 
era. 

Conceived as ‘super¬ 
cruisers’ to hunt down 
and destroy commerce 
raiders, their size and 
gun-power led to their 
inclusion in the battle 
fleet as a fast squadron of 
capital ships. 

In Battlecruisers 
(Chatham Publishing £30) 
John Roberts traces the 
development of Fisher’s 
original idea into the first 
of the type, HMS 
Invincible of 1908, 
through to the ‘Splendid 
Cats’ of the Lion class 
and culminating in HMS 
Hood in 1918, the largest 
warship in the world for 
the next 20 years. 

The origins of the 
unusual ‘light battlecruis¬ 
ers' Courageous, 

Glorious and Furious, 
later to find fame as air¬ 
craft carriers, are also 
covered - together with 
the problems these great 
ships suffered, which led 
to the catastrophic loss 
of three of them at 
Jutland. 

One of those was HMS 
Queen Mary - and model- 
makers will delight in a 
set of large scale plans 
tucked into a pocket in 
the inside back cover. 
There were just nine sur¬ 
vivors from her crew of 
1,275 when she blew up 
and broke in two. Among 
those who died with her 
was assistant constructor 
K.Stephens of the DNC’s 
Department. 



Greenwich Time has been found, 
kept and distributed. 

Today’s Universal Time (the 
time-scale which is the basis of all 
the world’s time signals) is never 
more than a second from the old 
GMT. It is now co-ordinated from 
Paris, based on the mean of clocks 
from 25 nations. 

Navigation, now so much trans¬ 
formed by advances in electronics 
and space science, is still depen¬ 
dent on the measurement of time, 
to a precision undreamt of 30 years 
ago. 

# Above: the dial of 
Shepherd s Gate clock, the 
first to show Greenwich 


Time to the public, which it 
still does. 

Right: the Observatory at 
Sydney, Australia was built 
specifically to provide a 
time service. The time-ball 
mechanism was made by 
Maudsley s of London and 
inaugurated in 1858. 
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FIND THE JOKER in Navy News for three editions - and win 
£500. There are also £10 cash prizes for each of ten runners-up, 
and 20 £5 consolation prizes to be won. 

All you have to do this month is spot the joker in one of the follow 
ing three statements by Jack on naval matters. Two are true. One 
is wildly inaccurate. Just mark the box next to the untrue state¬ 
ment. 


Which of these three statements is NOT true: 


□ The earliest act of bravery to win the Victoria Cross was by 
Naval officer Charles Lucas fighting the Russians in 1854. 

If you can fill in this coupon as well as the one in our previous 
(December) edition and the next edition, you have a chance of winning 
a £500 cash prize. The names of the winners will be selected at ran¬ 
dom from those who gave correct answers in the three editions. 

When you have completed all three original entry forms, send them 
together in one envelope to: 

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POI 3HH 


□ It is said that the Dutch Admiral Tromp (1597-1653) hoisted 
a broom at the masthead of his ship to show that he had 
swept the English from the sea. 


□ The Boxer Rebellion of 1900 began when an RN team beat 
a Chinese team in a ‘friendly’ boxing tournament in Peking. 


They should arrive at Navy News no later than April 15,1998. Entries with all three correct answers 
will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced in the 
May edition of Navy News. The first name drawn will receive a prize of £500. There will be a prize of 
£10 for each of the next ten correct entries drawn, and a further 20 consolation prizes of £5. 

The judges’ decision will be final. No correspondence will be entered into. Navy News employees or 
their relatives may not enter. 
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The lonely 
sea and 
the sky 


NS (‘North Sea’) non- 
rigid airships were used 
from 1917 to hunt U- 
boats. With a crew of ten 
and equipped with bombs 
and machine-guns, one 
set an endurance record 
of 4,000 miles in 101 
hours in 1919. Two NS 
ships were part of the 
British force that accept¬ 
ed the surrender of the 
German High Seas Fleet 
in 1918. - from Jane's 

Grove (CollinsReference 


Mariners' tales 
stir memories 


‘O 


ne evening 1 was standing on the quarterdeck, drinking a cup of coffee after din¬ 
ner. It must have been Tate April, the days were lengthening and there was a 
touch of spring in the air, but the Yellow Sea was still bitterly cold. 



“I was watching a couple of 
flights of US Marine Corsair 
fighter-bombers bombing and 
strafing some unfortunates 
ashore. As I looked, one of the 
Corsairs was hit by ground fire. 
The pilot obviously saw us and, 
already streaming smoke, 
turned towards us. 

“When he passed overhead, he 
was starting to flame. We steered a 
parallel course and lowered the 
sea-boat to the water-line. He 
pitched only two or three cables on 
our starboard bow. Away went the 
sea-boat, and never did sailors 
bend their backs to their oars with 
more enthusiasm. 

“He must have been in the water 
only a very few minutes. But it was 
long enough. The cold had pene¬ 
trated deep into the core of his 
body, and he was dead by the time 
they got him back to the ship. 
When I got back to the quarter- 
deck, my coffee was still warm...” 

Naval author John Winton - still 
best known for his hilarious series 
of novels of life in the Senior 
Service in the piping days of peace 
- describes the harsh realities of 
the ‘Forgotten* Korean war in Max 
Arthur's second collection of 
sailors* talcs. The Navy - 1939 to 
the Present Day (Hodder & 
Stoughton £20). 

Based entirely on first-hand 
accounts, it recalls all the principal 
theatres of war in that period - not 
a few of them already faded from 
popular memory. 

Besides the descriptions of cele¬ 
brated epics such as Dunkirk, D- 
Day and the hunt for the Bismarck, 
there are post 1945 memoirs from 
Palestine, Suez and Borneo. 

Closer to the present there are 
brilliant accounts by men and 
women who served in the 
Falklands campaign and the Gulf 
War. 



Jane’s Arabian fights 


Gl Jane, the latest provoca¬ 
tion from producer/star Demi 
Moore, tackles the subject of 
women on active service in the 
Fleet. “One hundred per cent 
integration ... a gender-blind 


navy” are some of the phrases 
heard before the movie is five 
minutes old. 

The main thing to say, though, is 
that while it usefully airs various 
aspects of the the controversy, the 


HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close, 
Bledlow Ridge. Buckinghamshire. 
HP14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118 
Fax: (01494)481121. 
martin@hp-bookflnders.co.uk 


“HMS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
. . video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M.S. GANGES 
(Roll on my dozen!) & H.M.S 
GANGES (Tales of the T.R.O.G.’S.) 
S.A.E. details Douglas Hse. Penmarth 
Redruth. Cornwall TRI6 6NX 



HMS CENTAUR 

1943 - 1972 
By Neil McCart 

T he latest in the series detailing the careers 
of the Royal Navy's post-war aircraft 
carriers. This volume follows the Centaur from the builder's yard to the breakers 
yard with detailed accounts of each of the vessel’s commissions. Foreword by Rear- 
Admiral Steiner, ihe Centaur’s last commanding officer. 125 illustrations, some in 
colour. Hardback with full colour laminated dust jacket. Price £16.95 plus p&p. 
ISBN 0 9519538 9 3 
Also Available: 

HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p 
HMS ALBION 1944-1973 (Softback) £13.95 plus p&p 

Please add £ 1.50 p&p UK & EU (£3.50 overseas). Payment bv sterling cheque, postal order, or bv 
VISA/MASTERCARD. Telephone orders welcomed. From FAN PUBLICATIONS. 17 Wymans 
Lane. Cheltenham. Glos GL5I 9QA. Tel/Fax 01242 580290 Or order front good bookshops. 


film is too clearly constructed as an 
entertainment, a Hollywood 
crowd-pleaser, to have any urgent 
bearing on the issue in a British 
context. 

Rejected for the Gulf War, ineli¬ 
gible for submarines, the Moore 
character is taken up by an ambi¬ 
tious politician and becomes the 
first woman to undergo the selec¬ 
tion course for the US Naw 
SEALS. 

This is seen to comprise ten 
weeks of miscella¬ 
neous abuse and 
GBH, which we are 
shown in graphic detail, plus rou¬ 
tine drilling and PE, of which we 
glimpse the more photogenic bits: 
press ups in the surf, oil drums 
rolled up sand dunes etc. 

We meet the CO, a familiar fig¬ 
ure, with fat cigar in the corner of 
his mouth and a square foot of rib¬ 
bons on his chest: and the Master 
Chief, who quotes D.H.Lawrence 
poems and looks distractingly like 
some holdover from the Village 
People, although whether this 
points to a deliberate sub-text is 
unclear. 

In the end. the film opts for an 
old-fashioned mixture of senti¬ 
mentality and patriotism, with 
Demi’s fellow SEAL candidates 
supporting her against double- 
dealing officialdom. The climax is 
a shoot-out, in which the Libyans, 
on no better grounds than that sev¬ 
eral boatloads of armed aggressors 
have landed on their shores, dare 
to react belligerently and have to 


ScreenScene 


be firmly and violently put in their 
place by Uncle Sam in the person 
of Aunt Demi. 

The US Navy is notably absent 
from the list in the end credits of 
organisations thanked for their 
help on the production. Evidently 
the USN took it all more seriously 
than, perhaps, naval audiences 
here will. 

Drilling for hours in foul weath¬ 
er, shaving your head and undergo¬ 
ing painful rites, being fired on by 
angry Arabs ... actu¬ 
ally/ it’s all just a 
walk in the park 
compared to what poor old Sean 
Penn goes through in his latest. U- 
Turn/ 

He plays Bobby, a hard-boiled 
loser, whose car breaks down in 
the middle of the Arizona desert, 
obliging him to stop over in the 
town of Superior, an ironically- 
named dump. 

Within minutes he has encoun¬ 
tered confrontational yokels, a sin¬ 
ister businessman, a dangerously 
affable sheriff and a beautiful 
woman with murder on her mind. 
It’s a classic situation: the stranger 
who is drawn as if by fate to some 
festering small town, in search of 
the dame* the dough ... 

Director Oliver Stone presents 
the melodrama with energy, 
humour and with his usual taste for 
excess. The soundtrack, a mixture 
of vintage pop and Ennio 
Morricone’s orchestral sound, is 
absolutely superb. 

- Bob Baker 


Lt Steve Marshall was heading 
one of the three units of the Fleet 
Diving Group during the latter. 
One of the most dangerous jobs 
for the Navy came in the after¬ 
math, clearing the harbours, jetty 
installations and beaches of 
Kuwait City of unexploded ord¬ 
nance: 

“The whole time was dominated 
by the blackness from the oil fires: 
in the middle of the day you need¬ 
ed headlights on the vehicles. At 
the end of the day we returned 
filthy, black ... 


Is 


me worst working con¬ 
ditions came on land 
where you would be 
breathing in the fumes. Inside your 
nose and around your eyes would 
be black, and your eyes would 
stream from the pollution. Most 
days we dived as long as we could, 
sometimes eight to ten hours at a 
stretch. It was absolutely black: we 
had to go through six inches of 
glutinous crude oil. I had never 
dived in oil like that before. 
Because oil rots everything we had 
to clean the equipment in about 
three different solutions each time 
we came out. However, it didn’t 
interfere with the breathing equip¬ 
ment, although the shit and filth in 
which we had to work, as well as 
the unknown danger, did drain 
morale. 


“Down in the bottom of the har¬ 
bours were a number of dead bod¬ 
ies in varying states of decomposi¬ 
tion. Crawling along the bottom 
you can’t see two inches in front of 
you and suddenly you come across 
a body. The young lads had to deal 
with that which was not easy ... 

“A lot of the Kuwaitis wanted to 
return to their destroyed homes. 
So we were called on to clear them 
of Iraqi ordnance. The Iraqis leav¬ 
ing in a hurry would sometimes 
leave a grenade with its pin out 
between a stack of boxes of mortar 
rounds .. 

Personal accounts have an 
impact all their own - as Lyn 
Macdonald has shown with her 
brilliant series of World War I 
studies, gathered from veterans in 
the nick of time. 

For the Navy they have a special 
value. As Admiral of the Fleet 
Lord Lewin notes in his foreword 
to this collection: “There was a 
time when practically every family 
in the land had a connection with 
the sea: fathers, uncles, brothers, 
nephews, at sea in ships, or work¬ 
ing in the shipyards or the docks. 
That has changed and it needs 
books like this to remind today's 
people not just of our maritime 
past but of our continuing depen¬ 
dence on the free use of the sea.” 

- JFA 


AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 
Most subjects considered 
including Religion,Biography, 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 
AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 

Member of The Publishers Association 


NEVER . . . 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door. 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Liskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKSN 

Our free monthly catalogues always offer an 
interesting and non-repetitive selection from our 


Naval, Mercantile & Seafaring Activities. 

Send for one now. 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

73 Clayhall Avenue, Ilford, Essex, 

V IGS 0PN Tel/Fax 0181 550 7317 / 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

With 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh Cambridge Durham USA 
Established publisher welcomes 
books in all subjects. 

Write for details or send your manuscript to: 

Michael Mclnally 

Pentland Press (NN), 1 Hutton Close, 
South Church, Durham DL14 6XB 

Tel: 01388 776555 Fax: 01388 776766 


BOOKFINDING SERVICE 

Out-of-Print titles. Naval and maritime 
books and all other subjects. Details 
from Barlow Moor Books, 29 
Churchwood Road, Didsbury, 
Manchester M20 6TZ. 


Telephone: 0161 434 5073 
Fax: 0161 448 2491 


HMS PUMA, F34 


A BOOK IS BEING PRODUCED. 

If you served in HMS PUMA please contact: 

Mr C Cooke. 16 Holmes Street, 
Barton Hill, Bristol BS5 9TY 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send for free lists of used and 
antiquarian books from our huge stock 
on Nava) & Merchant Shipping 

N. Fisher Nautical 

HuntKwood. St Helena Lane, Streat 
Ha&tiucks, Sussex BN6 8SD 
Tel/Fax: 01273 890273 


CALLING ALL AUTHORS 

REACH ALMOST 1/2 MILLION 
READERS PROMOTE YOUR 
BOOKS THROUGH NAVY NEWS 
TELEPHONE GLEN 

01705 725062 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS * MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction. Non-Fiction. Biography. 
Religious Poetry. Childrens 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write or send your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 OLD BROMPTON ROAD. LONDON SW7 300 


Sailors’ Tales 


The story of six young sailors who 
served onboard the ill fated 
Battlecruiser H.M.S Repulse during 
W.W. II. A poignant tale retelling 
experiences from basic training to the 
horrors of their sinking by Japanese 
torpedo bombers and much more. 
For copy of book write to 
Sailors’ Tales, c/o 4 Stone Cottages, 
Marchwiel. Wrexham. 

North Wales. LL13-0PP 
price £10.99 inc. p&p 
overseas + £4. p&p 

please make all cheques or postal 
orders payable to L.D Evans. 
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These colours 


don’t run . . . 


jts. INVINCIBLE 


• Part of the advertising cam - 
paign run by the Directorate of 
Naval Recruiting which is aimed at 
the ethnic community. 


w Chief Emek Anyaouku, 
Secretary General of the 
Commonwealth, meets 
Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
John Brigstocke at the British 
Diversity Awards. 


*S. NELSOS 




HELP US TO KEEP 
YOUR OPPO 
AFLOAT 


The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, 
Royal Marines and their dependants. 


Options 


minority status 


T HE ROYAL Navy is to step up its 
commitment towards equal opportu¬ 
nities with the issue of a new brochure 
in the New Year. 

Every member of the Navy will shortly receive 
a copy of the document, an 
updated and more user- 
friendly version of the leaflet 
distributed in autumn 1996. 

There are also plans to issue a 
video to every ship and estab¬ 
lishment, which personnel will 
be expected to view annually. 

One of the main thrusts of the 
initiative is to reach out to mem¬ 
bers of the ethnic communities - 
and at the fore is newly-promot¬ 
ed Cdr Keith Manchanda, the 
Royal Navy's Ethnic Minority 
Liaison Officer. 

As a member of the 
Directorate of Naval Recruiting, 

Cdr Manchanda has no doubts 
that the Navy has much to offer 
- but that the Navy alone cannot 
change the current situation. 

“It there are limits imposed 
on the Royal Navy as a multi-cul¬ 
tural organisation, these are the 
limits imposed by the insufficient number of talented 
young minority men and women who decide on a 
career with the Royal Navy,” said Cdr Manchanda. 

“This is a typical chicken-and-egg scenario. If 
minority individuals do not join in sufficient numbers, 
the Royal Navy cannot continue to develop as a multi¬ 
cultural organisation. 

“It intends to sow the seed for further progress. 
Much of my time is spent ‘on the road’, visiting 
schools, ethnic minority community centres, universi¬ 
ties and so forth. 

“There are a lot of talented people to be found 
there, and they are certainly welcome aboard.” 

Cdr Manchanda, who is an MBE, was born and 
raised in India, and joined the Royal Navy in 1970, 
four years after coming to Britain with his family. 

He has served in 11 ships, five air squadrons and 
four shore establishments, and served overseas twice - 
once with the United Nations in Cambodia - which 
allows him to speak with authority from experience. 

“To get results I have to be prepared to make waves 
and be an agent provocateur ,” he said. 

“I am quite prepared to raise the question that is in 
the back of people’s minds - the question of whether 
joining the Royal Navy means compromising one’s 
ethnic or religious identity. 

“My answer is that in most cases it does not. The 
Royal Navy is accommodating. 

“You have to fit into a team but that does not mean 
compromising your sense of identity.” 


The Navy was recently short-listed from more than 
100 organisations in the British Diversity Awards for 
its equal opportunities initiatives. 

There are around 340 members of the ethnic com¬ 
munity in the Navy - the highest rank is captain RN, 
with more than 70 officers - which represents just 
under one per cent of the Navy. 

The long-term aim is to 
reflect the 7.5 per cent from eth¬ 
nic backgrounds which is found 
in British society - once recruit¬ 
ed, retention does not seem to 
be a problem in either the Navy 
or Royal Marines. 

Recruitment advertising has 
been produced specifically for 
the ethnic community, including 
the striking “These Colours 
Don’t Run” image (above). 

“We have been focused on 
equal opportunities initiatives 
for the last three years, and in the 
last few months we have been 
looking to tweak the system. 

“Now, with strong leadership 
from the Second Sea Lord, it has 
happened - we need to reflect 
the society which we serve,” said 
Cdr Manchanda. 

“There is no quick solution - 
we need a long-term strategy, and with the policy in place 
to reflect the diversity of the country we’ll get there. 

“The main problem is lack of awareness in the eth¬ 
nic community; they don’t realise we have over 60 dis¬ 
ciplines to offer and opportunities are second to none.” 

O ne barrier to recruitment is the perception that 
the Navy will not tolerate dress codes or behav¬ 
iour different from the majority - as Cdr 
Manchanda puts it: “You do not have to be white or 
Christian to play a full part.” 

Sikhs, for example, are free to wear turbans, subject 
to meeting health and safety requirements, and reli¬ 
gious needs can be met by the designation of a quiet 
spot on a ship by the commanding officer for prayers. 

This has been custom for some years, as foreign stu¬ 
dents from many other nations’ navies serve short¬ 
term appointments in RN warships. 

“Religious observance has not and will not be a 
problem on board,” said Cdr Manchanda. 

Where possible, specific diets are also catered for, 
although some operational constraints may apply, and 
Moslem females are also encouraged to join - work is 
in hand to accommodate their particular require¬ 
ments, such as clearing a pool when they take their 
swimming test, or observing Moslem dress code. 

And the Navy is stamping out any last vestiges of 
bigotry: “Our education and training initiatives are 
designed to ensure that racist views are not acceptable 
in today’s modern Navy,” said Cdr Manchanda. 


• Cdr Keith Manchanda 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth P02 8PE 


Strategy in place for ethnic recruitment drive 


Over the past 75 years the RNBT has given tens of millions of 
pounds to help Naval people and their families in need. 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 
j \ BENEVOLENT TRUST 

/ ( \ CELEBRATING 75 YEARS 


We need support to continue this work and are extremely 
grateful for all contributions, both small and large. 

Please help us by sending a donation to the address below. 

For more information or advice call: 01705 660296 


Convert your experience 

into qualifications. 


Vocational Education Training Programme 


The following BTEC Qualifications (NC,ND,HNC,HND,CMS & DMS) are 
available under the above programme. 

Faculty of Technology 


BS EN IS 9002 REGISTERED 

• PLANT ENGINEERING (NC, ND, HNC, HND) 

• MECHANICAL ENGINEERING (HNC. HND) 

• ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING (HNC. HND) 

• ELECTRONICS (HNC. HND) 

• TELECOMMUNICATIONS (HNC, HND) 

• COMPUTING 


Faculty of Business and 
Management 

• CERTIFICATE IN MANAGEMENT 
STUDIES (CMS) 

• DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT 
STUDIES (DMS) 

• PROFESSIONAL AWARD IN 
SUPERVISORY MANAGEMENT 

• INTRODUCTION TO SUPERVISORY 
MANAGEMENT 


The programme is an initiative by Blackburn College to assist individuals 
to attain recognised qualifications using the Accreditation of Prior 
Learning (APL) process for a portion of the award 


Interested? 


Then contact Barbara Clarkson, Faculty of Technology, Blackburn 
College, Feilden Street, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 1LH. 

Telephone: 01254 292357/292373/292417 Fax: 01254 292373 


TraiaiM 



171 / 


MANAGEMENTfi 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Awarded foe Excellence 


r l 

f CHAITjj 


BIACKBURN COLLEGE 

FEILDEN STREET, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE BB2 ILH 
Blackburn College exists to serve the educational & cultural needs of the local community 


Navy promotes 
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Options 

4+ 


Accommodation 



&opal Jjfleet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families 
and dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. 
members who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 
FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 




S^c 


ROYAL SAILORS 
HOME CLUB 

Sxclodiot r to /faed&el finmet Ralcoyd of 

t4e Royal %u*y a*ut Royal Tfavuaeo 


1 


Accommodation • Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant 

All at attractive prices. 

Private functions catered for by professionals 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family membership now available 

Royal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P01 3HS 
TEL 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 293496 
HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN ! 



Province Of Natal Hotel 

5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

: after World War 2 
)lid.iys and short breaks for all 
4, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
families and close relatives. 
I&wimming and fine sands, 
shops and station. 

♦All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
♦Lift to all floors ♦Residents^bar ♦Children and Pets welcome 
♦Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
♦We cater for sotall ships re-unions 
Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 of Fax: 01305 770575 

Registered Clarity No 226446 



ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl. VAT) 


DISPLAY 

Full Page .£2,010 

Half Page.£1,110 

Quarter Page .£625 

S.c.c.£12.50 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage.80p per word 

~ Trade minimum.30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum.lOwds. 

Penfriends see page 37 

Box number.£2.75 

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details 
available on request. 

Tel: 01705 724226 For a full media pack 


rlADYER INN 


of Dockyard 


y wa ' kin ^'*Tuve Entertaining"* 

1 hox Pool. Darts, L ^.jqn SUITE 

vid~ J 'fT. Lounge • raw 

PUBUCB.R.E - 


inment 


21 twin- 


Tel: 01383 41VV77 
Fax: 01383 411728 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV. fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

Charge f WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.£70 

per J WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS.£60 

person | NIGHTLY (Out of holiday season) .£10 

L Deposit: £10 per person - Monthly lets, reduced rates 
ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management 
(01705-733581) 

SJLE. please giving dates and number 
MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


PORTSMOUTH. 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 

COMMENDED 

*OWN KEYS - NO RESTRfCT10NS**H/C, TEA/COFFEE, CTV & SKY TV ALL 
ROOMS**ENSUTTE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS * UNRESTRICTED PARKING 
*11TH YEAR SAME OWNERS* 

1 1ST NOV - 31ST MARCH 1996 C14D0 P.P.P.N. 

L FULL ENGUSH BREAKFAST (MIN BOOKING 2 DAYS) 

33. FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. PQ4 PNG > 




AA 
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PLYMOUTH HOE 


RAC 

Lockyer St, PL1 2QD * 
Telephone: (01752) 227311 

Victorian Building with 22 
Irooms - 5 Ground Floor. Nauti¬ 
cal Ravour Cocktail Bar. Colour TV, 
Radio, Tea/Coffee/ Telephone all 
rooms. Most en suite. Large car 
park. Navyv News Readers 10% 
Accommodation Discount. All 
Credit Cards accepted. 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
LL Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

"A Personal Service' Comfortable HoteT 


“Away days in Plymouth” 

SmiB friendly Guest House overlooking the 
Hoe and Seafront A good bed and 4 course 
breakfast , cotour TV, tea/coltee faculties, c/h, 
en-suite rooms available. Parking. 

From : £26 Double, £14 


01752 660675 
Edgcumbe Guest House 
50, Pier St, West Hoe, Plymouth PL138T 


SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House, ideally 
situated for the Naval Base/shopping 
centres/Continental Ferry Pori/beaches 
etc.Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V. in 
ail rooms & C.H. Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 832440 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

A small, friendly, family run Guest House 
offering BAB (overnight or weekly rates). 
Close to Naval base, station, shops and 
nightlife. Colour TV. tca/coffec 
facilities in all rooms. Some rooms 
en-suite. Own keys, limited parking. 

Paddy and John (Joe) Erskine 
Tel / Fax Portsmouth (01705) 823924 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Friendly family run. 2 mins, from sea and 
entertainments. Close to ferries, Naval 
base, shops, etc. Own keys, Satellite TV 
all rooms, no restrictions. B&B. Holiday or 
short stay. Ample private car parking 

(01705) 731043 


LADY HAMILTON 
21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye olde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B 
★ special rates naval personnel ★ 

Tel: 01705 870505 


PLYMOUTH 


MOUNTBATTEN 

3 Crown Commended 

Teh 01752 563843 Fax: 01752 606014 
Royal Fleet Club & Naval Base 
within walking distance. 

• All Rooms CTV, TealCoffee 
& Phones. Mainly En Suite. 

• Free Parking • Bar 
• Credit Cards Accepted 
52, Exmouth Road, Stoke, Plymouth, PL1 4QH 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Waverley Road, Southsea 
Hants P05 2PJ (01705) 828325 
Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome in 
this home from borne in Southsea. Each 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
theme and has all the atmosphere of the 
great Naval traditions of this area. There are 
also cable TV’s, private washing facilities, lea 
and coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. Special rates for winter months. 


WEYMOUTH - 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 Waterloo Place, Weymouth DT4 7PD 

Yards from beach, short walk to RNA 
Club. All rooms CTV, T/making, B&B 
evening meal. Reasonable rates. 
Warm welcome. 

Jean and James Barnett 

01305 785344 

Members of Weymouth RNA 


The Dorcliffe 

Licensed Guest House 
42 Waverley Road. Southsea. P05 2PP 

Comfortable, friendly. Licensed Guest 
House Ideally situated. BB & EM varied 
menu. AH rooms colour TV. tea/coffee 
facilities. En-suites available. Dogs 
welcome. Special weekly rates. 

Tel: 01705 828283 


Haddington House - Plymouth 

Elegant Victorian G/F Holiday Flat, S/C with 
off road parking 

Close to Dockyard/Torpoint/City Centre 
Up to 4 persons from £89 per week 

t Adrian Budd (serving II MS Beaver) 
Flat 2, 40 Haddington Road, Stoke, 
Plymouth PL2 IRR 


Telephone: 01752 767750 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly 
family run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge. TV, 
Radio. TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central 
Heating all rooms. From C13pp. 
THE FIRS 13. Pier Street. West Hoe. 

TEL: 01752 262870 


fRpcI^QanUn MoteC, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

greaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 

(one or two persons) 

Central for all Southsea amenities and 
entertainments. Quality en-suite 
bedrooms. Satellite TV’s all rooms, 
tea/cofTee facilities, lounge, private car 
park 

★ Attractive Bar ★ 

★ Delightful restaurant A 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
P052LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


—THE GRAND HOTEL— 

Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Off Season (November—March) 

£20.00 per person in a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe 
Telephone: 

(01752) 661195 


AA 

★★★ 


ETB 


5 Crowns commended 


Special Events 
& Holiday s Abroad 


FLORIDA, LUXURIOUSLY appointed villa on exclusive 
residential estate, private heated pool, sleeps 6/8, 5 mins 

Disney. 01743 343725 



"Aggies" Helensburgh 

Your chance to 
take the pressure 
out of service life 
for a few days 

"Aggies" Helensburgh is designed with 
naval personnel in mind and is as well 
equipped as any small hotel with three 
family and nine double rooms; eleven 
single rooms; restaurant; kitchen; 
dining room; gym; sauna; games room; 
ladies' hairdressing salon; laundry room; 

a meeting room and a chapel. 

Call now on 01436 671880, to book 
some time at "Aggies" Helensburgh 
the next time you're ashore. 

The Royal Sailors’ Rest, 
Helensburgh, 31 East Montrose Street, 
Helensburgh G84 7HR. 

Serving the Royal Navy since 1876. 


mmssi 

Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 “Pier Strut, ‘West Hoe 

01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £I4-£18.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
\ CTV. Tca/Coffec making. / 
Some En-suite. Parking. y Mjfc 


AUSTIN HOTEL 


3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modem 

Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 
Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


Canterbury BelT\ 
Guest House 



29 St Simons Road, 
Southsea, Portsmouth 

Modem, Comfortable En-Suitc 
accomodation. All rooms have 
Satellite TV, Tca/Coffce making 
facilities & arc centrally heated. 
Private car parking. Studio Flats arc 
available for self-catering. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 

Phone/Fax Catriona Randall on 

v (01705) 351277 J 


NAVY MEWS NOTICE 
TO READERS 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for arty losses 
suffered by any readers as a 
result Readers are strongly 
recommended to make their own 
enquiries and seek appropriate 
commercial, legal and financial 
advice before sending any money 
or entering into any legally 
binding agreement 


SANDRINGHAM 

HOTEL 

PORTSMOUTH 


Special rates for MOD Personnel 
from £20pp on B&B 

Seafront Hotel, 45 bedrooms all 
en-suite 

Close to shops. Dockyard, Naval Base 

Wedding receptions and Reunion 
Parties our speciality 
Osbourne Road, Southsea, Hants. 
Tel: (01705) 826969 
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 


GOSPORT HMS Sultan close by 

3 BED 

MODERNISED HOUSE 

New kitchen and bathroom, 
central heating, new roof, double 
glazing, small patio garden 

£48,995 

to include carpets, valuation fee and 
solicitors costs 


DEARLING ASSOCIATES 
01705 716459 


ROOMS TO FILL? 

Navy News reaches 12a 
million people every month. 
• •• 

To Advertise 

Tel 01705 724226 

& ask for Glen 
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A BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


VQ/PER THORNTCROFT CONTROLS LTD. 

Vospcr Thomy cr oll Control Limited is a markat laadar In providing ele ct ri ca l power ayatama 
and digital control and surveillance into the marine, power and gas turbine Industries. 

Senior ILS Engineer 


Based within the Integrated Logistic Support 
business unit at Welwyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire, this position reports to the Post 
Design Support Manager as part of a team of 
engineers supporting Machinery Control 
Systems In R.N. Warships and Support vessels. 

Responsibilities will include: 

O Undertaking technical studies into 
enhancements of existing Machinery 
Control Systems 

# Originating and proving engineering 
designs at system sub level 

O Investigation into component obsolescence. 


& Attending ships or military establishments 
to embody and prove modifications 

^ First line technical support to the 

customer and training of customers’ staff 
where applicable 

You should have an electronic controls 
background with a working and diagnostic 
knowledge of Machinery Control Systems, 
especially on T22, T42, CVS and AOR 
Class vessels and must possess the ability 
to work successfully with the customers 
technical representatives and internally 
with the purchasing manufacturing and test 
departments. 


Please forward your CV, together with your current salary details to: 

Mto N C hamb er s , HR Department, Vosper Thorrrycroft Controls Lfci, Cow Lane, Wymartng, 
Portsmouth, Hants. 



NO AGENCIES PLEASE. 

An Equal Opportunities Employer 
Actively working towards recognition as an Investor in Peopte 


Broaden Your Horizons... 


The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian 
volunteers (including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy 
in stretch, crisis, tension and war, at sea and ashore. 


NAVAL 

RESERVE 



Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous train¬ 
ing a year plus an evening 
most weeks and the occa¬ 
sional weekend. 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling expens¬ 
es are payable; in addition, 
most reservists qualify for 
an annual tax-free bonus 
(Bounty) - currently up to 
£900 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN), 
male or female and physically fit. 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office. 

For details of these phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676. 


PREMIER 

SHREDDING 



FRANCHISE 

OPPORTUNITIES 

• Proven business system 
• L6w investment 
• Advertising 
& Local support 
• Tremendous Growth 
Potential. 


To find out more, call 

0845 6010551 


(local rate) 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 

Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 


CALLING ALL EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 

The Chatham Marines Cadet Unit urgently require suitably 
qualified uniformed staff. There will be an opportunity to 
progress, if suitable, to commissioned rank. All applicants 
must have a healthy interest in youth training, including D 
of E Award Scheme etc. Boatwork would also be an added 
advantage. The Unit is based within the RE Barracks at 
Gillingham and the vacancies would suit ex RN or RM 
personnel. 

Apply in first instance to:- Hon Sec. Chatham Marines 

Cadet Unit, 

67 Hallsfield Road 
Bridgewood 
Chatham 
Kent ME5 9RT 



FIRM SECURITY 


One of the UK’s premier security companies 
has vacancies throughout the UK. 

Wage is £4.00 per hour rising to £5~25 per hour. 

If you are smart , fit and enthusiastic we would like to 
see you. 

Please telephone 01933 671000 for a full 
information pack. 

In addition we offer a two day residential training 
course to BS7499 standards , uniform provided and 
excellent career prospects plus 4 weeks paid 
holiday per year 



MARINE BUSINESS 

Cruising home with excellent 
income. Licensed Liveaboard. 
65ft luxury T.S.D.Y. diving/cruising 
charter vessel operating 
English Channel. 
Established 25 yrs, and run by 
couple. 

£200,000 
More details 
Tel: 01548 842057 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specialists In C.V* 

• Convert Service Docs to dwy Jargon 

• kndividuafly Taflored by Human 
Resource Professional 

• Quality Conies ss Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

82, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEL/FAX: (01752) 700659 


OIL RIGS 

* The Essential Guide - 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS 
INTERESTED IN WORK OFFSHORE 
ON OIL RIGS AND DOESN'T KNOW 
WHERE TO START. PACKED FULL 
OF ALL THE INFORMATION YOU 
WILL EVER NEED ABOUT 
OIL RIGS. 

•BOOKS TODAY • 

01253 869808 

8 Clegg Ave Thornton-Cieveleys. 
Lancs. FV5 1BJ UK 


HM PRISON 
SERVICE 


** ‘X s 




HM PRISON SERVICE 


HM Prison Service is now seeking women and men aged between 19 ! /2 and 49V2 from all 
ethnic backgrounds with the right qualities to train as Prison Officers for the London and 
Kent Area. As a Prison Officer you will have to deal with many situations where there are 
simultaneous demands to maintain security and control while remaining sensitive to the 
needs of the prisoners. It is a demanding role for which you will receive excellent training, 
some of which is residential. 

A fulfilling career for graduates. 

Applicants must possess a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade A-C including English Language 
and Mathematics or equivalent (eg, a complete GNVQ at intermediate level or complete 
NVQ level 2 with NVQ key skills in numeracy and communications at a minimum of 
level 2). Candidates will be required to produce original certificates as proof of these 
attainments, copies of which should be attached to your application form. You must also 
meet a basic selection standard in respect of character, health, eyesight and fitness. 

In addition to the academic qualifications, we are looking for people with a range of 
interpersonal skills. Abilities to communicate and assimilate information effectively are 
essential. You should also possess good listening, assertiveness, influencing, negotiating 
and verbal communication skills. Starting salary is £14,791 rising to £20,400 per annum 
plus London Allowances where applicable for an average 39 hour week (Shift work). You 
will also receive 22 days holiday pa rising to 25 days after 1 year’s service plus 11 days 
public and privilege holidays per year. 

You can obtain an application form and competency based questionnaires from 
Recruitment and Selection, HMP Belmarsh Western Way, Thamesmead, London SE28 
OEB Tel No 0181 317 2436 Ext 235/238 or Fax 0181 316 2197 

People who have already taken part and were unsuccessful in a Prison Job Simulation 
Assessment Centre in the last two years need not apply. 

THE PRISON SERVICE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 



THE FROG 


THANKS TO YOU, IT WILL MAKE 
A HANDSOME PROFIT 


This is no fairy story. Any pub can be 

TRANSFORMED INTO A THRIVING BUSINESS 
WITH LOYAL CUSTOMERS AND A GREAT 
ATMOSPHERE. WITH OUR HELP, YOU COULD 
DO THE SAME FOR A LOCAL NEAR YOU. 

WE ARE WHITBREAD PUB PARTNERSHIPS, 
ONE OF THE UK’S LEADING PUB LEASING 

companies. Right now we are looking 

FOR PEOPLE TO TAKE ON LOCAL PUBS IN 

England and Wales, with options to 

RUN THEM FOR 5 OR 20 YEARS. 

Previous experience is not 
essential. However, you will need 
determination, resiuence and A GOOD 
head for business. A FRIENDLY but firm 
AND FAIR APPROACH IS ALSO IMPORTANT, 
AS IS THE ABILITY TO DEAL EFFECTIVELY 


WITH DIFFERENT SITUATIONS. ABOVE 
ALL, YOU MUST HAVE AN EXCELLENT 
UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT MAKES A GREAT 
LOCAL PUB. 

IF WE LIKE YOUR IDEAS, WE’LL BACK 
THEM TO THE HILT WITH A SUPPORT 
PACKAGE UNRIVALLED IN THE INDUSTRY. 

This includes a wide range of training 

OPTIONS PLUS LOCAL SUPPORT FROM A 

Business Development Manager. 

It ALL ADDS UP TO A GREAT DEAL 
AND A SUPERB INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY. 
A MINIMUM INVESTMENT OF £15K IS 
REQUIRED. TO SEIZE IT, PLEASE CALL OUR 

Lessee Recruitment Department on 
0345 444600 FOR MORE DETAILS, 

QUOTING REF:AC059. 


t 


WHITBREAD 

PUB PARTNERSHIPS 
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NEW CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
AIRCRAFT 
MAINTENANCE 
SPECIALISTS 

British Aerospace is an established world 
leader in providing state-of-the-art 
military aircraft such as Eurofighter, 
Tornado, Hawk and Nimrod to our global 
customer base. A crucial factor in this 
success is the commitment to provide our 
customers with effective solutions to all 
their support needs. Critical to that 
support is a training service that has the 
capability to meet all the maintenance 
training needs of our customers. This 
responsibility falls to our Maintenance 
Training and Support Department, located 
at our Warton site. 

The training service we provide covers the 
whole spectrum of technical training: 

from ab-initio through to full 
technician training 

from course design to delivery of 
training 

from development of training 
packages to total training systems 

from skills enhancement to conversion 
training 

from UK based courses to training at 
our customer's overseas locations 

Which is why we ensure that everyone 
who joins our team receives the best start 
themselves - structured award-winning 
training to fully equip them for their roles 
and to help them achieve nationally 
recognised training qualifications. 

What's more, in addition to enjoying a 
rewarding new career direction with one 
of the world's most dynamic blue-chip 
aerospace companies, they also receive a 
competitive salary and comprehensive big 
company benefits package, relocation to 
one of the UK's most attractive locations 
(with the Lake District a mere stone's 
throw away), and opportunities a-plenty 
to make the most of a rewarding new 
lifestyle. 

So if you're an experienced and 
ambitious civil or military aircraft 
technician, ready to move in a rewarding 
new direction, write with full CV, quoting 
ref. no. NN/0198, to: Rob Lancaster, 
Personnel Department, British Aerospace 
(Operations) Ltd, Systems & Services, 

Mill Lane, Warton PR4 1AX. 


BRITISH AEROSPACE A 





NEWS, JANUARY 1998 


Options 


Happy New Year me hearties! 

ITS all new for 1998 shipmates. As we set sail for 
the New Year there’s tons to see and do with a 
brand new cartoon and some really exciting news fo 
all our Gang Plank members. 

Check out the members chat pad for this month’s fan¬ 
tastic competition. The ship’s mail bag is looking a bit 
empty after Christmas and your Captain loves to get your 
letters and stories, so keep on writing to us - there’s a 
Gang Plank goody bag for pick of the bunch! 

Best of luck with your New Year resolutions. The Gang 
Plank Club have come up with a few of their own but I 
don’t think they’ll keep them, do you? 

1. Keep the cabins tidy (no chance!) 

2. Wash socks more than once a week 

3. Give up crisps and chocolate (tick one) 

Good luck with your resolutions and happy reading 


^shipmates! 


Special thanks go to 
this month’s star rib- 
tickler Kevin 
Herbert who ^ 
sent us these great 
jokes. A wallet ^ 
signed by one 
of the Gladiators is on 
its way to you! 


Shiver me timbers shipmates! Did you know that 
the Post Office will take your old Christmas cards 
until the end of January and recycle them to make 
more paper? 

Cans, bottles, plastic and paper are always welcome at 
your local recycling centre and if you don’t want to plant 
your Christmas tree then most centres will take that, too. 


Flagship Portsmouth 
Competition winners 


CALLING all members. This is your new 
chat pad with what's on, your views, and 
news of fantastic prizes to be won in our 
Gang Plank Club members colouring com¬ 
petition. 

This month, all Gang Plank Club members 
have the chance to enter our competition to win 
an amazing Lexmark inkjet printer for their 
school. So out with the pencils and get colour¬ 
ing! 

If you're not already a member of the Gang 
Plank Club and you’d like to join then come 
along and see us at this year's London boat 
show (January 9-18, Earl’s Court) where we II be 
giving away a free mug to the first 50 new mem¬ 
bers. Don t forget that all our new members get 
a fantastic Gang Plank Goody Bag. 

This is your chat pad so please send us in 
your news and views and remember to keep 
your eyes on the chat pad for your special mem¬ 
bers messages. Good luck with the colouring! 


Did you hear the 
one about the 
cargo ship which 
sank 19 times? 

It was carrying a 
cargo of yo-yos! 


A young man who * 
wanted to join the 
Navy was asked if he 
could swim. He 
replied: "Why, 
haven’t you got any , 



WIN A ^ 

LEXMARK COLOR JETPRINTER 
FOR YOUR SCHOOL 


COLOUR-IN 

^ THIS PICTURE OF N 

HMY BRITANNIA AND YOU 
COULD WIN THIS SUPER LEXMARK 
COLOR JETPRINTER 3000 FOR YOUR 
. SCHOOL - PLUS A LEXMARK y 
GIFT PACK FOR YOU! 


600X300 DPI. 

5ppm MONO, Ippm COLOUR 
A4 PRINTS 

2 CARTRIDGES . ACTIVE FOR 
GREAT PRINT QUALITY AND 
OUTSTANDING COLOUR s 


MEMBERS NAME 


HOME ADDRESS 


NAME OF SCHOOL 


MUST BE A MEMBER OF 
THE GANG PLANK CLUB TO ENTER ^ 
COMPETITION CLOSES 12TH FEBRUARY 1998. 
ENTRIES TO THE GANG PLANK CLUB NAVY NEWS. 
HMS NELSON PORTSMOUTH P01 3HH. THE JUDGES 
^ DECISION IS FINAL. WINNER WILL BE NOTIFIED A 
BY POST SORRY. WE CAN T RETURN 
. - TOUR PIC TURE S , 




JGHT A. 


Patrick Fry, Bristol 
Joanna Maber, Somerset 
Louise Newton, Welwyn 
Michael Dunn, Huntingdon 
Rachael Locke, Portland 
Felicity Miller, Brixham 



January birthdays 

Daniel Maclinay 
Emma Wrigley 
Harry McKnight 
Christopher Palmer 
Daniel Shaw 


Surfing for sounds 



TECHNOCAT 


has been tuning in to 
what’s hot and what’s 
not on the thousands 
of music pages on the 
Internet. 


To get surfing the 
sounds, just paw in the 
names of your favourite 
bands and find out all 
sorts of happening facts, 
fan club details and the 
latest pop gossip. 

Techno found some 
wicked websites with 
hundreds of pages from 
all the coolest music 
mags and up-to-date 
interviews with all the top 
bands and solo artists. 

Have fun, but don’t 
forget to ask permission 
from the person who 
pays your phone bill! 
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ULD YOU BE - A 



What is your full job title? 

I am a Petty Officer Wren 
Physical Trainer and Captain 
of the Royal Navy Women’s 
Ski Team. 

What do you have to do at 
work? 

Well, it’s always really var¬ 
ied but at the moment I am 
responsible for co-ordinating 
and taking fitness classes and 
for booking all the necessary 
facilities. As Captain of the 
Women’s Navy Ski Team, I 
select and train all the girls. 
They may be called upon at 
any time so I have to make 
sure that they are ready to go 
and that they have the right 
equipment. 


SKO? 


Do you need any special 
qualifications? 

You need to meet all the 
standard Naval requirements 
and if you are thinking about 
becoming a physical trainer I 
think it is important to be a 
keen sports person. 

Did you ever get in trouble 
at school? 

No, I was a real goody 
goody! 

If you hadn’t done this job 
what would you have done? 

Well, I’ve always wanted 
to travel so this job has 
been perfect for me. I would 
really like to continue my 
studies and train to be a 
physiotherapist. I am really 


THE GANG PLANK CLUB TALKS TO 
POWPT CAROLE STRONG 


keen to work helping people 
in rehabilitation. 

What’s your favourite 
music? 


I haven’t got any favourites. I 
like most kinds of music and I 
really like dancing but I don’t 
like acid or rave music. 


Have you got a favourite 
colour? 

That’s got to be blue! 


i----- 

| Membership Application Form 

[ Please enroll me as a member of The Gang Plank Club. 1 enclose a postal order/cheque (payable to Navy News) for £3.25. 




Name_Address _ 

_Postcode_ 

Age_Birthdate_ 

Special interests: Sport Q Music Q Film/TV Q 

Friends Q Reading Q Other_ 

Do you have any brothers of sisters? Yes/No Names/Ages_ 

Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? Parent | | Grandparent Q Other_ 

Send your completed form, together with postal order/cheque for £3.25, to: Captain Plank’s Club, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH. If you would like any further information before 
applying, call 01705 733558 or 01705 826040 (24-hour ansaphone) 


This feature is sponsored by 


LOCKHEED MARTIN 
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Listening and talking 


FOUNDED IN 1948, Birkdale School is a non-maintained centre of excellence for the education of Primary 
and Secondary pupils with profound hearing impairment. This special school is non-selective, 
accommodating day pupils, termly and weekly boarders aged 5-16 years, the Further Education Department 
offers full support to our hearing impaired students in local mainstream colleges. 


unique' (-ek). 

adj. Being the only one of its 
kind, having no like or equal 
or parallel. 

Entrance Assessments 
Saturday 7th February 1998 

Because not all schools are the same 



For further details apply to: 

The Headmaster. Kelly College, Tavistock. Devon, PL 19 0HZ 
Tel. 01822 613005 Fax 01822 612050 
Registrar KinvinC@aol.com 
Headmaster: KellyHM@compuserve.com 
http://ourworld.compuscrve.com/homepages/kelly_college 
A Registered Charity which exists to provide education. Charity Regd. No. 306716 


i^THE 1 

Blue Coat School 


Excellent location and boarding 
facilities. Close to Motorway 
network, main line rail and 
Birmingham International Airport. 
New Science laboratories, Design- 
Technology and Computer Centres. 

SUPERB SPORTS CENTRE 
NOW OPEN 



EDGBASTON 

A recommended and ISJC accredited 
Preparatory School lor boy and girl 
boarders from 7 to 13 years. 

Many Service families. 

High academic standards and 
attractive recreational facilities 
in delightful surroundings. 

For a prospectus or to visit, please contact: 
The Headmaster. 

The Blue Coat School, 
Edgbaston. 

Birmingham B17 OHR 
Tel: 0121-454 1425 
Fax:0121-454 7757 

education ol quality lor boys and girls 


The school aims to maximise the use of each pupil’s residual 
hearing in order to promote the development of spoken language. 
This approach affords pupils the opportunity to develop their full 
potential academically, socially and emotionally. 


■ Continued in next page 



BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, 
FAREHAM. PO!7 5BL 


Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 
Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 
GIRLS’ BOARDING FACILITY NOW AVAILABLE 
Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds * Strong Forces Link 
For full details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 
Please telephone: Fareham (01329) 280955. Reg charity 307346 


THE 

DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 

♦ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army 

♦ 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers 

♦ Caring family atmosphere 

4 Pupil: Teacher ratio 10:1. Average class size 16 

♦ Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC, National Diploma, 

GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

4 Low fees of £275 per term whether serving or retired 

4 Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 

Further enquires to: 

Headmaster - The Duke of York’s School 
Dover CT15 5EQ 

Phone: (01304) 245024 




THE ROYAL SCHOOL 

Famham Lane, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1HQ 
(Day & Boarding School for Girls 11-18 years) 


SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY 1998 
OPEN DAY IQam-lpm 


and also 

THE GROVE SCHOOL, 

HINDHEAD, Surrey, GU26 6BW 
(Day and Boarding School for girls 
aged 4-11 yrs) 


n 


Friday 27 February 1998 
SCHOOL AT WORK MORNING 

I0ain-I2pm 


c 


PRE-SCHOOL & AFTER-SCHOOL CARE AVAILABLE 
TRANSPORT AVAILABLE TO MOST AREAS 


3 


THE GROVE NURSERY 

FOR CHILDREN FROM 2»/a YEARS 

Tel : 01428 605407 Fax : 01428 607451 

The Royal School provides outstanding education for girls. Registered Charity (no 312060) 



OPEN DAY 

Saturday 17th January 9.30am-12 


noon 


The Duke of Kent School is an IAPS 
co-educational school for 160 children aged 
4-13. Set in beautiful grounds ard offering 
superb facilities, we provide a caring and happy 
environment for each of our pupils, with an 
emphasis on personal tuition and individual 
development. 

If you would like to find out more about us, 
come along to our Open Day on January 17th 
when the Headmaster, staff and children will 
be happy to answer your questions and show 
you around. 





Duke of Kent School 

Ewhurst, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 7NS 
Tel: Cranleigh (01483) 277313 Fax: (01483) 273862. 
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PARK LODGE 

mm 

NURSERY & PREP 


SCHOOL 


Helensburgh's small unique independent school 

• A school small enough to enable each child to work at an 

individual level and pace. 

• A school where no child is unhappy, bored or fails to make 

excellent progress. 

• A school which provides before and after school care 
(8.00am - 5.30pm) in all departments. 

PARK LODGE SCHOOL 
17 Charlotte Street - Helensburgh - Dunbartonshire 
TEL: 01436 673008 


ST JOHN’S SCHOOL SIDM0UTH 

THE flexible boarding school 

(ideal for the busy family) 

"Among the best in the UK providing benchmarks of 
excellence" 

(The Sunday Times) 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SERVICE FAMILIES AVAILABLE 

Write or ring for further information to: 

St John’s School, Broadway, Sidmouth Devon ex 10 8RG. 

Tel 01395 513984 

St John's is a charity no. 274864 and exists to provide education for children. 



#>t. Untomue College 

Ramsgate, Kent. CT11 7AE 


3 -13 years 11 -18 

Junior School (IAPS) Senior School (HMC) 

Boys and Girls Day and Boarding 


Special Fees Package For Service Families 
Services Boarding Allowance + 10% of main fees 


A Church of England Foundation 1879 

High Examination Pass Rate to University 
• Strong Christian Ethos 

• Close Pastoral Care 

• Excellent Facilities 

For more information, please contact: 

Tel: (01843) 592680 Fax: (01843) 851123 

St. Lawrence College exists to provide education for children 
Charity number 307 921 


WYKEHAM HOUSE 
SCHOOL 


i>v am 



INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS 2 3 /«- 16 


j 'choO v 


A registered educational charity 
No. 307339 


At Wykeham House we offer 

* a tradition of single sex education 

* a happy yet stimulating environment 

* a broad and balanced curriculum 

* small class sizes to ensure personal attention 

* a partnership between home and school 

* a commitment to extra-curricular activities 

* modem Information Technology suites 

* excellent GCSE results 

* ADDITIONAL NURSERY FACILITIES 
OPENED IN SEPTEMBER 1997 

FOR MORE INFORMATION contact: 

The Headmistress at 

EAST STREET, FAREHAM, HANTS P016 0BW 
TEL: 01329 280178 OR FAX: 01329 823964 


Listening and talking . . . 


■ Continued from previous page 

The mission of Birkdale School for Hearing 
Impaired Children is to provide a broad and 
balanced education which will lead to the 
fulfilment of each child’s potential. This is 
achieved within a caring environment which 
encourages communication through an 
Auditory-Oral approach. 

The Audiology Department ensures each 
child has access to a wide range of 
amplification equipment within school 
including hardwire group aids, FM radio aids 
and induction loop systems. 

A range of assessments is carried out for each 
child involving measurement of pure tone 
thresholds, aided thresholds, hearing aid 
performance, middle ear function and loudness 
discomfort for each pupil. The results obtained 
allow the audiologist to evaluate and closely 
monitor the management and rehabilitation of 


each pupil’s hearing loss. 

Birkdale School has its own Speech and 
Language Therapy Department. Detailed 
assessments of speech and language are carried 
out at regular intervals. 

Appropriate group or individual 
programmes of therapy are planned 
and advice given to parents and staff. 
Therapy may take the form of work 
on voice quality, speech intelligibility, 
language development and social 
language skills. 

Birkdale School has three Educational 
departments, each offering the same 
educational philosophy and linguistic 
approach. Birkdale Further Education 
Direct Support will admit students of sixteen 
years ana above who may benefit from an 
oral education. These students are supported 


by qualified teachers of the hearing-impaired 
in local mainstream colleges. 

Children are taught in small groups by 
qualified teachers of the hearing-impaired 
supported by experienced classroom assistants. 
Secondary teachers are also subject specialists. 
Emphasis is placed on developing pupils* 
spoken language skills via daily individual 
conversation sessions, group language lessons 
and a daily individual reading session. 

Pupils benefit from modem technical 
facilities which include two Art and Craft 
Studios, a large Photographic Dark Room, CDT 
Workshop and Design Studio, Computer Suite, 
two Science Laboratories, Home Economics 
and Textile Area, Performing Arts Studio, 
Music Room, a modem Gymnasium in addition 
to a well stocked Library with multi-media 
Computer systems. 


CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT 

TO: Parents willing to invest £214+ per term in their 

child’s future. 

FROM: Chilton Cantelo, a small ‘family’ school 

(Dorset/Somerset borders) offering a broad 
first-class education to boys and girls aged 7-18. 

RE: Further information, please contact us today on 

(01935) 850555 to arrange a visit. 



BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 11-18 


Oaf&uood Scfioot 

Chichester 

Ways & Qiris 2 l f - 11. (‘Boarding from 7) 

* Beautiful, secure setting 

* Warm family atmosphere 

* Excellent academic record 

* Wide range of sports and activities 

* Fees = BSA -t- 10% 

| THE PERFECT ENVIRONMENT FOR YOUNG BOARDERS | 

FOR DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE: (01243) 575209 



r 



MAYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 


SOUTHSEA 



• A well disciplined friendly, caring environment with individual attention 

• Excellent academic opportunities 

• Over 30 extra curricular activities 

• Christian Ethos 

• 14 Advanced Level subjects plus NVQ and GNVQ offered 

• One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders 

• Bursaries available for service children 


Girls 2-16 
Boys 2-11 


SENIOR SCHOOL ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 
FRIDAY, 16TH JANUARY 1998 


For further details please contact Mrs Collins 01626 774138 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 

BUCKERIDCE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 8LY 
TEL (01626) 774138 


* Small classes * Friendly atmosphere 

* Excellent GCSE results * Individual attention 

* Strength in Sport and Creative Arts 

* Prep Sessions * Holiday activities 

* Academic Scholarships and Assisted Places available 


Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of children 
Member of ISA — Reg. Charity No 276960 — Accredited by ISJC 



SEAFORB 

COLLEGE 

PETWORTH. WEST SUSSEX 


FOR ALL-ROUND EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 


A Co-Educational School for Pupils aged 11-18 
Boarding / Weekly Boarding and Day Pupils Welcome 

A Curriculum offering a complete range of A Level and GCSE's 
Advanced GNVQ Business course available 
Smaller classes and personal tuition 

An internationally renowned Choir 
Extensive Sports facilities in the College Grounds 
Superb Art and Design Department 

Open Mornings 

Saturday; 7 February and Saturday; 14 March 
9 am to 11 am 

Transport for Day Pupils from surrounding Towns and Villages 

For more information call for a prospectus on 01798 867392 
and ask for the Admissions Secretary 

The Johnson Trust Ltd. Registered Charity No 277439 


#1705 862747 

_/ 


BOYS & GIRLS 3-/8 

Day & Boarding 

\94s 

- - 

EMBLEY PARK 

The “Value Added” SCHOOL 

renowned for maximising potential 


Romsey 

Hampshire S05J 6ZE 
Tel: 01794 5/2206 
Fax: 01794 518737 

Registered Charity existing 
to educate children 
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EDUCATION 


At Birkdale school 
pupils work with trained 
teachers of the deaf 
whose child-centered 
auditory/oral approach is 
the key to the 
development of spoken 
language. 

For Details of 
Further Education 
Features 
Ring Glen 
01705 725062 
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MOYLES COURT SCHOOL 
Ringwood * Hampshire 


A small friendly and caring school succesfu! in the personal development of children of all abilities. 


ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY \ 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 

DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS I'll-18 


A coeducational ISA School for children aged 3-16 with boarding facilities from the age of 8. 
The fine 17th century house is situated on the edge of the New Forest. Modem teaching blocks 
offfer excellent facilities for small classes with individual tuition. 30 extra curricular activities and 
the major sports arc coached to a high standard. 


GENEROlS DISCOUNTS FOR SERVICES 


Escorted tra\e! to London Railway Stations. Heathrow and Gatnick Airports. 

Further information and prospetus available from the Headmaster: 

Telephone: (01425) 472856 or 473197 Fax: (01425) 474715 

Registered Charity No. 307347 - a registerd charity founded solely to educate children 



★ High Academic Standard 
Dyslexia Unit 

■& Drama A Speciality 

★ Single Bedrooms 



Telephone for a prospectus: 017S2 201350 

A Charity providing auality education for children. 
Registered Cnariry number 300730 



e Xhornlow School 

WEYMOUTH ( ^ 01305 782977) 

CO EDUCATIONAL DAY AND BOARDING 
SCHOOL 
Pupils 4-16 years 

★ Small classes and individual encouragement 

★ Excellent GCSE results 

★ Broad curriculum including seperate Sciences and 
Dyslexic support 

★ 25m indoor heated swimming pool 

★ Forces-fees closely aligned to BSA 

★ Accommodation refurbished in 1995 

★ Good pastoral care and happy family atmosphere 

★ ACF unit 

if Range of sporting acivities including judo, sailing, canoeing 

★ Escorts to Airports 

★ Transport available with stops en route to Camberley, Surrey 




Write or telephone the Secretary for Prospectus (SH6): 
Buxton Road , Weymouth , Dorset DT4 9PR 



GREAT BALLARD 
SCHOOL 



Co-educational lAPS School (2-13) 
Day and Boarding (full and weekly) 


TOP FOR ALL ROUND EDUCATION 

• Full range of evening clubs 
and weekend outings 

• Wonderful setting - small classes 

• Many new facilities 

• High academic standards 

• Forces discount given 

• Scholarships for Academic 
studies. Music, Art, Drama & 
Sport 


For further details please contact: 

Maureen Williams 
Great Ballard School 
between Chichester and Arundel 

TEL: (01243) 814236 FAX: (814586) 






Tenmly or Five Day Boarding and Day School for profoundly 
hearing impaired children aged five years upwards. 



Opportunity for pupils to develop oral language skills 
Consistent audiological back-up and qualified teachers of the deaf 
Broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum appropriate to pupil needs 
Small group teaching with a high level of adult/pupil interaction 
Access to a range of GCSE subjects, Units of Accreditation, GNVQ’s 
Individual work for language development reading and curriculum back-up 
Further Education support in local main stream colleges. F.E.F.C. 

Grade 11nspection 

Excellent residential accommodation offering all amenities and a strudui 
24 hr curriculum leading to the development of Independent Living skills. 


For further information Birkdale School for Hearing 

* 01704 567220 (voice Sc text) Impaired Children Ltd. 

CD 01704 568342 Registered Charity No.1003373 

E-mail admin@birkdale-schooLmerseysuie.org 


Navy News 
Advertising Feature 


Newlands 

An education for life 

Day & boarding for girls and boys 2 l h -18 years 

* Fees in line with the BSA 

* A high percentage of 
FORCES boarders 

* One 21 acre campus 

* High academic standards 
ISA 1996 Best GCSE Results 

* Quality art, drama & music 

* Strong sporting tradition 

* Our DYSLEXIA Centre 
offers specialist teaching 

* Supportive caring family 
atmosphere 

Travel and escort arrangements include airports. Fareham, 

Romscy, Aldershot. Maidstone and Victoria Station. 

Tel: Susan on (01323) 490000 

for a brochure or to arrange a visit. Fax (01323) 898420 


Newlands School, Eastbourne Road, Seaford, E. Sussex, BN25 4NP 
Newlands provides education for boys & girls. Reg. Charity No. 297606 



LOMOND SCHOOL 

- Helensburgh near Glasgow - 

The best in the West' 

This is the boarding school with the best academic 
results in the West of Scotland 

This is the school with a state of the art new main 
building being opened at the end of this session 

This is the school with a caring reputation and a real 
commitment to achievement 

If you want a happy, fulfilling, high quality education for 
your son or daughter please contact:- 

The Headmaster Mr Angus Macdonald 
Lomond School 

10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh, 

Argyll and Bute G84 9JX 
Tel: 01436 672476 Fax: 01436 678320 
E-Mail: admin@lomond-school.dcmon.co.uk 
WWW: HTTP://www.GCS-NET.Co.UK/Lomond/ 



GSA 


STOVER SCHOOL 

For Girls 

Providing excellence in 
education since 1932 


Full. Weekly & Dav Boarding School for Girls 



Excellent South Devon School, 30min from 
Plymouth & 3 hours from Portsmouth. 
Excellent facilities & happy atmosphere. 
Service Children in all year groups. 

Low fees & 90% + pass rates in examinations. 


For a prospectus or further details please contact: 

The Headmaster, Stover School, Newton Abbot 
TQ12 6QG Tel: (016261 354505 


GRENVILLE COLLEGE 

Bideford, Devon, EX39 3JR 
2 V 2 -18 years 
A Woodard School 


• Co-educational Boarding and Day 

• Caring and friendly environment 

• Excellent academic record 

• Staff ratio 1:9 

• GCSE, AS, A-level and GNVQ courses 

• Dyslexia Unit 

• Sixth Form Study Centre 

• Superb location for outdoor activities, close to sea 
and moors 

• Strong sporting tradition 

• Extensive grounds 

• Stabling and exercise rides for resident pupils’ ponies 

• Substantial Service bursaries - where Boarding 
School Allowance is payable, we guarantee your 
contribution is only 10% of fees. 

Tel: 01237 472212 or Fax: 01237 477020 

Registered Charity No.306718 
















































































Y NEWS, JANUARY 1998 



NoticeBoard 



Promotions to Chief 


ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in December for the following 
to be advanced to Acting Charge Chief 
Artificer: 

To ACCWEA: J. Whittle (Drake CFM), 
T.C. Cooper (Dolphin SM School), D. Craven 
(CWTA Portsmouth), M.A. Portman (SCU 
Leydene ACNS), J.R. Twigg (Neptune NT). 
C.L. Nicol (Neptune SMI), M.W. Drake 
(Neptune SMI), S.A. Richardson (CSST 
Shore Faslane), S.M.H. Michel (Neptune 
NT). D.F.J. Southall (DG Ships Bath), M. 
Hogg (CWTA Portsmouth). I.D. Madntyre 
(Neptune NT). 

To ACCAEA: J.M. Mincher (Sultan), S.D. 
Smith (801 Sqn). W.R. Whitten (819 Sqn). 
J.N. Saywell (RNAS Yeovilton), C.A. Puddick 
(Sultan), I.L Scott (RNAS Culdrose), M.G. 
Ansell (RNAS Culdrose). A. Watson (RNAS 
Culdrose), S. Finch (Sultan), I. Keam (RNAS 
Yeovilton). 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in December for the following 
rto be promoted to Chief Petty Officer: 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CPO(M) - D.J. Thompson (Dryad). M. 
Gregory (Collingwood). 

To CPO(MW)(0): S.P. Bladon (Dryad). 
I.M. Coffey (Dryad), S.P. Chapman (Dryad). 

To CPO(SEA): K.W Drake 

(Cumberland), A. Womack (DISC Sea), B I. 
Ward (Collingwood), P.A. Sankey (Dolphin). 


OPERATIONS (COMMUNICATIONS) 
REGULATING AND PT 


To CPOCY: 


Points 


T.M. Trevarthen 


(Collingwood), R.M.G. Fuller (Collingwood). 
SUPPLY 

To CPOCA S.C. Leonard (Raleigh). I.D. 
Hill (Drake DLOGS), N. Carter (CSST Sea), 
A.J. Couper (Nelson WF), I.M. Chick 
(Warrior), K.S. GokJstone (Manchester). M.T. 
Ward (Drake DLOGS). S.P. Moreau (Dryad), 
D. Wing ham (Gloucester). 

To CPOSTD: R. C rough an (Fearless). 

To CPOWTR J.H. Jess (Sadant USA). 
C.D. Evenden (Nelson). 

MEDICAL 

To CPOMA - R.P. O'Connor (FOST Sea). 
N.R. Mitton (Neptune CFS). 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEM(L): W.M. Ffoulkes 

(Neptune DD). 

To CPOMEM(M) - M.J. Rout (Raleigh), 
K.P. Joslyn (Excellent). P.A. Wilson (York). 

WEAPON ENGINEERING 
To CPOWEM(O): W.S. Cross (Drake 
CBP CFS), N. Dalby (Collingwood). 

To CPOWEM(R) - R. Smith (ROCLANT 
Portugal), O.G. Edmunds (SSA Bristol). 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOAEM(R): G.J. Talbert (2SL/CNH 
FOTR), P. Head (815 OEU Osprey). 

To CPOA(AH) S.D. Cutler (NARO 
Gosport), N. Jones (848 Sqn. Heron), N.S. 
Osborne (RNAS Portland). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPOMEM(L)(SM): S. Browne 

(Sovereign). 

To CPORS(SM): N.E. Jobin (FOSM 
Northwood HQ). 


To CPCKSSMHO): I.K. Weller (FOSM 
Gosport). G.C. Dash (Captain SM2), D.A. 
Long (Trafalgar). 

To CPO(TSSM): S.D.W. Godfrey 
(Vengenance Port), D.L Watkins (CNOCs 


p), N.F. Alton (MWC Portsdown), P.J. 
n (Victorious Port). 

To CPO(WSM): C.L Thomas (Vigilant 
Port). K.G. Sowersby (Vanguard Port). 

To CPOSA(SM): M.G. Bage (Drake 
DLOGS), A. Bowers (Spartan), K.R. 
Wheatley (Drake DLOGS). S.R. Croucher 
(Trafalgar). 

CPO ARTIFICER/TECHNICIAN 

Commodore Naval Drafting has been 
notified of the following advancements to 
Chief Petty Officer Artificer/Technidan which 
were made by Commanding Officers: 

To CPOMEA: P.W. Benmasaud (Sultan), 
G.V. Collins (Sultan), D. Morton (Drake 
CFM), M.A. Needham (Somerset). 

To ACPOMEA: M.S. Donald (Vigilant 
Port). C.A. Follis (Vanguard Stbd), J.P. Harris 
(Tireless), J. Hopkins (Sultan). S.D. Kirby 
(Sultan), K.M. Merrigan (Neptune NT), M.J. 
Oliver (Sultan), S. Roberts (Valiant), R.J. 
Stout (Manchester), D.C. Swann (Dolphin 
SM School). 

To CPOWEA: G. Perriton (Cornwall). 

To ACPOWEA: D.J. Green (Neptune 
SMI), P.G. Harvey (Excellent), P. Maddison 
(FSU-02), A.B. Sowersby (Vigilant Port), 
R.W. Tugwell (Trenchant). S.G. Wager 
(Sheffield). 

To CPOAEA: R.F. Evans (706 Sqn 
Seahawk). 

To CPOCT: L. Mackintosh (JSSU 
Oakley). 


THE FOLLOWING list shows the total points 
of ratings at the top of each advancement 
roster for Petty Officer and Leading Rates in 
December after issue of B13s. 

Intermediaries (Int) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
basic date order. Dates shown against “int" 
rosters are the basic dates of the top eligible 
personnel. The number following the points 
(or basic date) is the number advanced in 
December. 

It should be noted that the November 
award of C281 merit points are not applied to 
the rosters until February 1. 

CCMEAML - 79 (27.6.97), Nil; - 
CCMEAEL Int (7.10.97). Nil; 

CCMEAMLSM - Dry, Nil; CCMEAELSM 
Dry, Nil; CCWEAADC Dry. Nil; CCWEAW- 
DO - Dry. Nil; CCWEAADCSM Dry, Nil; 
CCWEAWDOSM Dry. Nil; CCAEAM 236 
(1.9.95), Nil; CCAEAR 150 (1.9.96), 5; 
CCAEAWL- 366 (1.1.94), 5. 

PO(EWKO) - 301 (14.1.94), Nil; LS(EW) 
- Int (16.1.96), Nil; PO(M) - 108 (14.3.95), 
Nil; LS(M) Int (12.9.95), Nil; PO(R) - 374 

(11.5.93) . Nil; LS(R) - 111 (14.2.95), 1; 
PO(S) - 130 (14.2.95). Nil; LS(S) - 394 

(16.2.93) , 1; PO(D) - 582 (12.5.92), Nil; 


i • 340 (15. 

(14.6.94), 2; PO(SEA) - 571 (14.1.92), Nil. 
POCY - 489 (13.10.92), Nil; PORS - — 


(24.9.91), Nil; 


89(13.10.5 

; POCO 


569 


I 


- 1830.94), Nil; 


(LKGS) 

LMEM(L)(GS) Int (19.9.97). 1 

POMEM(M)(GS) - 465 (4.11.92), Nil; 
LMEM(M)(QS) • 239 (14.3.94), 7; 

POWEM(O) - 184 (6.9.94), Nil; LWEM(O) 
106 (6.3.95), 5; POWEM(RWGS) - 273 
- -~‘““‘1GS) - 


(1.3.94), Nil; 
12.93), 5; 


LWEM(R)(GS) 


253 


14.12.93), 5; POCA(GS) 621 (21.6.90). 

... -^ Q $2\ * 


Nil; LCH(GS) - 434 (27.5 


Nil; 


4 (27.9.92). 
POSTD(GS) '688 (28.8.91), Nil; LSTD(GS) 
303 (17.6.93), Nil; POSA(GS) - 396 (8.3.93), 


Nil; LSA(GS) - 217 (13.2.94), Nil; (25.2.93), Nil; POAC - Dry, Nil. 

POWTR(GS) - 451 (1.3.93), Nil; LWTR(GS) POW(R) 416 (7.2.93). Nil; LW(R) - Dry, 
- 351 (10.8.93). Nil; POMA - Int (11.7.95), 7; Nil; POW(RS) 662 (3.12.91), Nil; LWRO 
.1.7.1— ““ ---—. 


1 - Int (11.7.95), 12. 

PO(S)(SM)(0) 646 (19.12.91). Nil; 

LS(SXSM) 589 (7.11.91), Nil; PCXTSMSM) 
- 357 (10.6.93), Nil; LS(TS)(SM) - 412 
(19.1.93), Nil; PORS(SM) - 590 (11.2.92).Nil; 
LRO(SM) 319 (8.6.93). Nil; 

POMEM(L)(SM) - Int (13.12.96), 7; 

LMEM(LXSM) - 71 (25.5.95), Nil; POMEM- 
(MXSM) - Dry, Nil; LMEM(M)(SM) - Int 


3.7.96), Nil; POWEM(R)(SM) - 486 
3.11.92). Nil; LWEM(R)(SM) • 821 
;25.6.90). Nil; POSA(SM) - Int (4.11.96), Nil; 

iA(SM) - 239 (11.3.94), 1; POWTR(SM) - 
331 (19.10.93), 1; LWTR(SM) 448 

(31.12.92). Nil; POCA(SM) • Int (9.1.97), Nil; 
LcH(SM) - 845 (29.7.90), Nil; POSTDfSM) - 
693 (2.12.90), Nil; LSTD(SM) - 1415 

(16.6.87). Nil. 

POA(AH) - 1024 (7.3.89). Nil, LA(AH) 
506 (8.11.91). Nil; POA(METOC) - Int 

(5.11.96) , Nil; LA(METOC) - Int (2.10.95), 

Nil; POA(PHOT) - 911 (6.2.90), Nil; 
POA(SE) 765 (24.10.90), Nil; LA(SE) - 160 
(7.9.94), 6. POACMN 490 (5.3.92), 4; 
POAEM(M) - 281 (4.11.93), 5; LAEM(M) 
446 (17.12.92). 14; POAEM(R) - Int 

(20.3.97) , 4; LAEM(R) - 577 (31.10.91), Nil; 

POAEM(L) Dry, Nil; LAEM(L) 364 

(25.2.93) , Nil; POAC ~ 

POW(R; - 

Nil; PO\ 

708 (12.3.91), 1; POWPT - 637 (11.6.91). Nil; 
RPOW - 526 (10.3.92). Nil; POWCA - Int 
(15.6.95). Nil; LWCH - Dry, Nil; POWSTD 
851 (16.7.90), Nil; LWSTD - 525 (20.2.92), 
Nil; POWSA--int (1.8.95), Nil; ‘ “* 

(30.3.94) . Nil; POWWTR - 

to-- 


LWSA 246 
410(26.3.93), Nil; 


Once you've chosen the right home - 
don't choose the wrong way to pay for it 


Few things are as frustrating as getting stuck with the wrong 
mortgage. That’s why we invest time in getting to know you before 
• giving you any advice. As Financial Planning Consultants we will 
work with you to Find you a mortgage that fits your own very 
individual needs. So call us today 

Steve (Bud) Abbott, ML1A (dip) (ex Petty Officer) or 
Gary Jackson, MLIA (dip) 

0113 242 2212 

Together we’ll find the right mortgage for you. 

Allied Dunbar. Canal Wharf. Leeds, LSI I 5DB 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. Suitable security and adequate life cover may be required 
by the lender. As licensed credit bmkers. we can provide further details on request. 

Allied Dunbar Financial Advisers Ltd is a member of the Allied Dunbar and 
Thread needle Marketing Group and is regulated by the Personal Investment 
Authority in relation to the life assurance and pension products of Allied Dunbar 
and the investment products of Threadnccdlc. 


ALLIED 

DUNBAR 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 




Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officers* Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN. RM, WRNS, QARNNS and their 
Reserves. 

Formed in 1925, ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with grants and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include; * Automobile 
Association Membership at less than half price in many cases * House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. * Legal, Financial and Medical Consultations at free or 
favourable rates * Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance, travel, hotels, clothing and hirewear, car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are 
issued, and ARNO organises ‘Regional Social Functions and Group Holidays * 
A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays * 
Mail redirection * Swords and uniform items for sale * an ARNO credit card. 
_For membership app|icatioa_fonu J please complete the foilowiag: __ 

To: Lr Cdr I M P Coombes RN, ARNO, 70 Porchestek Tce, London W2 3TP 
Please send me details and a membership application form: 
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NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the January 
headlines of past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 



HMS VICTORIOUS recommissioned on January 
14 after completing her rebuild, said to have made 
her the world’s most up-to-date aircraft carrier. 
One of six modern or modernised carriers in the 
Fleet, she was the first to be fitted with all the 
British-developed aids to carrier aviation - a fully 
angled flight deck, steam catapults and mirror 
landing aids. 

In commemoration of the discovery of 
Christmas Island by Capt Cook 200 years before, 
the Naval base there was named after Cook’s 
ship, HMS Resolution. 


30 years ago 


avy ( 

astrous, said the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Varyl 
Begg. Speaking at a Chamber of Shipping dinner, 
he said: “Expansion in war, given the shape of war 
today, is no longer a practicable proposition. We 
shall deter, or if needs be fight, with the weapons 
we have available. Too much contraction could, 
therefore, be disastrous." 


20 years ago 


• Coastal minelayer HMS Plover, which 30 
years ago paid off at Port Edgar after 30 years 
in commission. In World War II she had laid 
more than 15,000 mines - and was never hit. 


ALMOST 6,000 Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
personnel spent Christmas and the new year 
manning Green Goddess fire engines during the 
national strike by firemen. Responding to an 
appeal, public donations totalling £130,000 were 
made to ease the lot of Servicemen who had been 
called on to provide emergency fire cover. 

The first two Type 42 destroyers - HM ships 
Sheffield and Birmingham - completed trials and 
were due to begin work-up at Portland. 


SA Int (9.6.97), Nil; LWDSA - Int (25.7.96), 
- “ --■ Dry, Nil; 


Dry, 


LWWTR 278 (28.2.94), Nil; POWWTR(G) - 
Int (11.7.97), Nil; POW(METOC) - Dry, Nil; 
LW(METOC) Dry. Nil; POWPHOT - 283 
(5.10.93), Nil; POWAEM(M) - Int (20.3.97), 
Nil; LWAEM(M) Dry, Nil; POWAEM(R) 
Dry, Nil; LWAEM(R) - 657 (14.12.90), Nil; 
POWAEM(L) - Dry. Nil; LWAEliKL) - Dry, Nil; 
POWETS 831 (15.11.90). Nil; LWETS - 422 
(22.9.92), Nil. 

LWTEL 545 (3.12.91), Nil; POWWA 
409 (10.3.93), Nil; LWWA - 549 (30.10.91), 
Nil; POWDHYG -Int (14.12.95), Nil; POWD- 


Deaths 


luntty ( 

CSST at Faslane. In USA Dec. 6. 

Lt Cdr Susan Croughan. QARNNS. Nov. 
25. 

Lt Trevor Anthony Green. Dec. 11. 
WOCOXN(SM) Raymond Harrison 

BEM, Administrative Support Group (B). Nov. 
28. 

LS(R) John Wright. HMS Northumber¬ 
land. Nov. 17. 

LRO(T) Keith Perrin. HMS Drake 
CBP(CFS). Dec. 7. 


Lt Cdr Michael Fuller OBE. DSC. RNVR. 
Won DSC when as Avenger pilot and CO of 
IMS Ernp 


ship' 

Navy as ordinary seaman in 1940. 
Commissioned as Naval airman. Squadrons: 
755 (HMS Kestrel). 825 (Swordfish. 
Victorious), 820 (Ark Royal; Albacores, 
Victorious. Formidable - Indian Ocean), HMS 
Landrail. CO 851 NAS (Shah. Emperor). 
Adviser to Prime Minister Edward Heath dur¬ 
ing drafting of Industrial Relations Act. and 
conceived the idea of Industrial Tribunals. 
Founder member of the Equal Opportunities 
Commission. Aged 79. 

Jo Cook BEM. first woman CO (in 1961) 
of a vessel of Royal Naval Minewatching 
Service (superceded by RN Auxiliary Service 
- RNXS). First woman to be promoted to 
RNXS officer. Last command was inshore 
minesweeper Portisham. Served 1951-76. 
Aged 86. 

Lt Cdr Christopher Holt CVO. VRD. 
RNVR. served WWII and up to 1957. Ships: 
Ashanti. Malcolm, Hurricane. Phelox, 
Spragg. Former senior partner and chairman 
of stockbrokers Capel Holt. Watercolourist 
who showed and sold in aid of Naval chari¬ 
ties. Joint founder of Isle of Wight Butterfly 
Conservation. Aged 82. 

Chevalier Jean Pierre (Johnny) Babin, 
Medal Militaire. Croix de Guere. Ex-CERA, 
founder member Scotland North East branch 
of SOCA. Served throughout WWII in Free 
French submarine Rubis. Nov. 3, aged 77. 

Jim Miller, served in WWII as researcher 
at RN Signals School. Chartered engineer 
and industrialist. Nov. 12. aged 73. 

Oliver Fisher, served 1944-46. First con¬ 
sultant paediatrician to Medway and 
Gravesend hospitals 1956-81. Aged 76. 

Edward Hayward BEM, ex-CRS. served 
1947-72. Ships: Mercury, Delight, Dainty, 
Afrikander (loan SAN). Tyne, Bermuda, 
Hampshire, Yarra (loan RAN). Nov. 3, aged 
68 . 

Ian (Jock) Stables, served in HMS 
Gravelines 1949-52. Nov. 7. 

Harold (Ted) Larkin. ex-CPO. served 
1935-62. Snips: Excellent, Hood, Danae, 
Sultan, Daedalus, Vindex, Illustrious. 
Glasgow. Member of Hood and Old lllustrians 
Associations, and Arctic Convoy Club. Nov. 
22. aged 83. 

Ellis Clarke. ex-AB. served 1936-47. 
Ships: Royal Oak, Fiji, Fauiknor, Vanoc. Nov. 
29 in N. Zealand, aged 81. 

Stanley R. Adger. Stoker, served in LST 


^ Int (9.6.97 

Nil; POEN(G) Dry. Nil; LEN(G) 

PONN 280 (9.11.93). Nil; POMA(Q) - 
Nil; LMA(Q) Dry, Nil. 

PO(AWW) Int (17.12.96), Nil; 
LOM(AWW) Int (21.4.97), 8. PO(AWT) - Int 
(2.10.97). Nil; LOM(AWT) - Int (9.9.97), 17; 
PO(UW) - Dry, Nil; LOM(UW) - Int (10.6.97). 
22; PO(EW) - Int (24.7.97), Nil; LOM(EW)- 
Int (30.7.97) 6; PO(MW) - Int (15.7.97), Nil; 
LOM(MW) - Int (14.10.97). 8; PO(C) - Dry. 
Nil; LOM(C) - Int (15.8.97), 6; PO(SSM) - Int 
(25.11.96). Nil; LOM(SSM) - Int (1.5.96), Nil; 
PO(TSM) - Int (11.7.96), 3; LOMfTSM) - Int 
(24.10.95), Nil; PO(CSM) - 400 (8.6.93), Nil; 
LOM(CSM) - Int (27.11.96). Nil; PO(WSM) - 
347 (6.7.93). 4; LOM(WSM) - 586 (17.11.91), 

The Basic Dates for female ratings in the 
following categories, which have no exami¬ 
nation for the next higher rate, are applied in 
accordance with BR1066 Chapter 22: 
POWTEL - 685 (28.4.93). Nil. 

The number of B 13s issued in the female 
categories are those advanced from the 
female shore roster. 

All RO{T) and RO(G)1 ratings who have 
passed for the higher rate who have com¬ 
pleted or are yet to complete the cross- 
trained LROQC have been transferred to the 
cross-trained LRO advancement roster. 


324. Member of LST Club. 

Vernon Ian Riddell. ex-Ordinance 
Artificer, served 1939-69. Ships: Roberts. 
Hotspur, Grenville, Glasgow. Victorious, 
London. Nov. 20. aged 74. 

John B. Young. ex-CERA. Ships includ¬ 
ed HMS Sheffield 1939-41. Member of HMS 
Sheffield Association. Nov. 24. 

Bob Stewart. ex-PO/Tel, served 1937-53. 
Ships: Caledonia. Iron Duke, Belfast, 
Ramillies, Fleetwood. Also Arbroath and 
Mombasa. Dec. 2, aged 74. 

Bill Crudge. ex-HMS Starling and mem¬ 
ber of Captain Walker's Old Boys 
Association. Nov. 13. 

Roy Hawkridge. ex-CPO. Ships: 
Illustrious, Glory, Ark Royal, Bulwark. Dec. 1, 
aged 68. 

Tom Cocker. ex-Sto., served 1942-46 in 
HM submarines Taku. Trident. Sidon. Dec. 5, 
aged 72. 

Ivor Webb. Ex-POWEM(R), served 1963- 
89. Ships: Tenby, Albion. Russell, Fife, 
Arethusa. Nov. 9. aged 55. 

William (Bill) Ross. ex-HSD. Served in 
HM ships Mutine and Jaseur in 
Mediterranean. N. Atlantic, Far East. Member 
of Algerines Association. Aged 74. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Capt J. H. Akam RM. 

Capt (S) D. J. Bateman. Ships: Argus. 
Glenroy, Bermuda, Agincourt. Cerberus, 
Pembroke, Victorious, Osprey. Drake, 
Warrior, Victory. 

Capt J. P. Davis RM 
Lt Cdr (S) S. A. Fiddy MBE. Ships: 
Woolwich, Ocean, Blackcap, Excellent, 
Hermes, Bellerophon, Excellent. 

Cdr J. G. Forbes OBE. Ships: Emerald, 
Naiad. Rodney, Padstow Bay, Snipe, 
Wildfire. RNAS Antbom, HMNB Portland. 

Lt (S) W. A. Hardy. Ships: Illustrious. 
Mercury. Sussex. Rotherham. Grove. 
Caledon, Kittiwake, Cairo, York, Ganges. 

Cdr (E) B. N. Hocken. Ships: Victorious. 
President, Cochrane, Tumult. Diana, Sea 
Eagle, Albion, Orion, Tyne. 

Lt Cdr (E) R. T. Lewis. Ships: Lucia, 
Venus, President, Excellent. Concord, 
Phoenicia, Wakefield. 

Major A. D. M. Morris RD, RM. 

Lt R. S. Nethercott Ships: Malcolm, 
Defiance, Raleigh. Also Malta. 

Cdr T. C. Russell OBE. Ships: 
Shropshire, Douglas, Aberdeen, Valiant, 
Diomede, Kepple, Inconstant. Bayard. 
Marvell. Battleaxe. Abbotsinch, Woolwich. 
Ganges. 

Lt Cdr (S) T. P. Scott. Ships: Argonaut, 
Bramble, Crispin, Lochinvar, Delight, Condor, 


Appointments I Swop drafts 


Lt Cdr (E) T. R. J. Tidnam. Ships: 

‘ \ “.. “ lith, 

Opportune. I 
Lt’ E. A. G. Wye I 


Cumberland, Duke of York, Volunteer. Zem 
St Angelo, Opportune. Petard. 

‘ " " . Wye. Ships: Eagle. Harrier, 

ies, Dryad. 


Crossbow, Bossington, Ganges, Dryad. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
W. Carney, Burnley & Pendle, survivor of 
Lifeboat 7. Aged 89. 

P. Sprowell. Burnley & Pendle, Ex-RN 
Patrol Service. Aged 61. 


Rear Admiral R. B. Lees to be 

Defence Services Secretary as 
well as Chief Naval Supply 
Officer. March 6. 

Commodore H. W. Rickard to 
be promoted Rear Admiral and to 
Senior Naval Member of Directing 
Staff, Royal College of Defence 
Studies. 

Capt J. Reeve to serve in the 
rank of Commodore as HMS 
Drake Naval Base Commander. 
Feb. 2. 

Cdr J. A. Morse to be CO HMS 
Iron Duke, March 31. 

Lt Col P. D. George RM to be 
CO RMR Scotland. June 19. 

Cdr P. J. A. Buckley to be CO 
HMS Trenchant. March 10. 

Lt Cdr A. J. Adams to be CO 
HMS Atherstone. March 26. 


Alan (Brad) Bradshaw, secretary 
Skelmersdale. Ex-L/Tel. Ships included HMS 
Carisbrooke Castle. Sept. 21. 

Albert (Bert) Corless. life member 
Wateriooville. Ex-PO, served 1939-54. Ships: 
Valiant, Statice. Zealous, Victorious, 
Indefatigable. Opossum. Served on Atlantic 
convoys, at D-Day and in Korean War. Aged 
74. 

Harry Baker. Tewkesbury. Ex-AB. Oct. 
27. aged 74. 

George Alfred Barnes, associate mem¬ 
ber Kingsbury & Kenton. Ex-purser MN and 
DEMS. Served in Atlantic and Pacific. Oct. 1, 
aged 79. 

Stanley Pearce. Kingsbury & Kenton. Ex- 
AB. served 1943-46 in Collingwood. Vindex. 
Shrapnel. Oct. 17, aged 72. 

Gerald King. Weston-super-Mare. Ex- 
LSTD. Last ship: HMS Seagull. Nov. 12, aged 
73. 

Mark Busby, Wateriooville. Ex-LAM. 
Ships: Gosling. Dipper. Flycatcher, Ranee 
(Pacific and A-bomb tests). 

Brian Young, Kendal. Ex-CERA. Ships: 
Sheffield. Ambuscade. Alacrity, Wave. Nov. 
24. aged 79. 

Gordon Trainer, standard bearer, 
Basildon. Ex-CPO, served 25 years. Ships 
included HMS Ark Royal and submarines. 
Served at Singapore and trained in HMS 
Diadem. Nov. 28, aged 59. 

Joyce Pacey. Leicester. Ex-Wren, RN air 
station service in WWII. 

George Anidjah, Hemel Hempstead. 
Nov. 

Alex (John) Hawes. Hemel Hempstead, 
Nov. 

G. Hickman. Todmorden. Aged 67. 

L. Crabtree. Todmorden. Aged 73. 

Bob Riach. social secretary, Torbay. Ex- 
Sig TO, served 1940-46. Ships included HMS 
Dakins. Dec. 9, aged 76. 

Bill Sinclair-Smith, secretary Colchester. 
Oct. 31. aged 76. 

Leslie George Cooper. Ferndown. 
Served 1944-47. Ships: Pembroke, Urchin, 
Duncansby Head. Tyne. Nov. 26, aged 71. 

Warrior needs 
£2m booster 

BRITAIN’S first iron-hulled, 
armoured warship needs £2 mil¬ 
lion worth of restoration over the 
next six years. 

The HMS Warrior Preservation 
Trust is bidding for Lottery money, 
but about £500,000 will need to be 
raised by the Trust itself. 

Work needed to be done on the 
ship, in Portsmouth Heritage 
Area, includes painting and scrap¬ 
ing the hull, repairing rigging and 
relaying the upper deck. 


OM Pickersgill, HMS York. BFPO 430, will 
swop for any Portsmouth ship deploying or 
not. 

LSTD Kerley. HMS Leeds Castle, BFPO 
325, due to enter refit, Rosyth, March. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth ship. 

OM(C)1 Crean, HMS Collingwood ext 
2768, drafted HMS Edinburgh. Feb. 2. Will 
swop for any Devonport ship. 

LSA Kennedy, HMS Neptune ext 6583, 
will consider any Plymouth/Portsmouth area. 

MEM1 Barrow. 3H Mess. HMS York. 
BFPO 430 (HMNB Portsmouth ext 22873), 
deploying March. Will swop for any ship nof 
deploying. 

OM(EW) Altken (GOP trained). HMS York, 
BFPO 430, will swop for any Plymouth ship. 

LWEM(R) McKnlght. PJHQ TV Studio. 
Northwood ext 46750, will swop for any 
Devonport draft. 

WEM(R) Wilson. HMS Richmond, BFPO 
375. will swop for any Devonport ship. 

LSA Alexander. HMNB Portsmouth ext 
25511, drafted HMS Neptune. March. Will con¬ 
sider any other draft, preferably Portsmouth. 

CH McCormick. 3G Mess, HMS London, 
BFPO 328, drafted HMS Drake, Feb. Will con¬ 
sider London or Portsmouth area. 

LWEM Price, CFM Centre 454, HMNB 
Portsmouth ext 22761, dratted HMS Leeds 
Castle (refitting Rosyth). Will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship. 

POWEA(CEW) Willey (Scot/EW trained), 
tel. 01865 553431. drafted HMS Boxer, Aug. 4. 
Will consider any Portsmouth draft. 

WEM(R) Walsh. SCP Northwood. ext 
38242, drafted HMS Sheffield, April 8 (deploy¬ 
ing July). Will consider anything. 

CPOWEA Juckes (AD Radar 996), CFM 
Portsmouth, drafted HMS Montrose, Oct. 98. 
Will swop for Portsmouth ship. 

CH Wilkins, 2Q Stbd Mess, HMS Cardiff. 
BFPO 249. will swop for a Scottish based ship 
or any ship not deploying this year. 

LWEM(R) Laidlaw (1007 PJT). HMS York. 
HMNB Portsmouth ext 22404 (deploying 
March), will swop for any ship not deploying. 

LWTR Padbury. Cdre MFP, HMNB 
Portsmouth ext 26331, drafted 815 NAS (HMS 
Osprey, shore). March 23. Will consider any 
Portsmouth shore base. 

LCH Bailey. Cat/Office, HMS Fearless, 
drafted HMS Neptune, Feb. 2. Will swop for 
Portsmouth or Plymouth shore base. 

SA(1) Knowles. HMS Heron ext 6716, 
drafted HMS Liverpool, Feb. 17 (no deploy¬ 
ments). Will swop for any Portsmouth Type 42 
or CVS. deploying not a problem. 

LS(S) Sutherland (active 2050 trained), 
HMS Drake ext 65382, drafted HMS 
Nottingham. April. Will swop for any Devonport 
ship. 

PO(EW)(0)'s draft - LS(EW) Pepper, due 
rate in March - tel. 0410912085 or 01752 
607394. Drafted FEWSG, June. Will swop for 
any Devonport shifc) deploying or not, and will 
consider any other Plymouth area draft. 

CH Seaman. Ajax Galley. HMS Raleigh, 
drafted 814 NAS. May. Will swop for any 
Plymouth ship deploying or not. 

WWTR1 C. Arnold. Legal Section. HMS 
Warrior, ext 37926. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth Registry. 

CPOWEA Brewer (OC), HMNB 
Portsmouth ext 23228/22362, drafted HMS 
Exeter, July. Will swop for Portsmouth T23. 

POWTR J. Oliver, NP 1242, BFPO 492 
( Falklands), drafted NPRE Northwood, April. 
Will swop for any Portsmouth shore base. 

LCH N. Jenkins. HMS Heron tel. 93510 
5362, drafted HMS Norfolk. Will consider any 
Portsmouth or Plymouth ship deploying. 

AL/LOM(EW) Naden. HMS Newcastle. 
BFPO 343 (WIGS), will swop for any D3/D5. 
CVS or shore draft (resettlement and job 
prospects at home in Jan.) 

LWEM(R) Bartlett. 4M2 Mess. HMS 
Fearless, BFPO 283. drafted SCU Leydene 
(PV billet). May 12. Will swop for any HMS 
Collingwood draft. 


IN MEMORIAM 

“THEIR NAME L1VETH 
FOREVERMORE" 

HMS ILLUSTRIOUS 
To the memory of RN, RM, RAF and 
FAA comrades who died in the attack on 
HMS Illustrious by the Luftwaffe off 
Malta, January 10, Wi¬ 
tt.M.S. Illustrious Association 
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Property & Miscellaneous 



in 




SAILING SOON? 

We successfully LET and MANAGE 
properties throughout the South with our 
caring but professional service. Ring today 
for friendly competent advice on all aspects 
of Letting. Telephone Fareham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Woolston (01703) 445899 


— Parkinson Fairlie Robertson 



MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


PhotoGraph To _ 

_ Oil Painting 


c <£vol 

'be 


A photograph 
of yourself in 
uniform or 
your ship can 
transformed into 
a beautiful oil painting. 


Perfect Gift for a loved one. 


Full Details: 15A, Walliscote Grove 
Road, Weston-Super-Mare 
Somerset. BS23 4UJ. 

Quote NN for 10% Discount 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gotd Wlr$ Btazar B*dg**-*t ship* . £10.00 

Framed Win Bedget (5x5). . £12.00 

Its Gauntlet* . £20.00 

Whit* Cotton Gloves Pair... £ 150 

Navy/Black Batata 6*/a-$ . £7.00 

Any Association Wk* Bent Badge .£ 4J0 

R.N A Naval Division The .f 155 

Black Clip-on Tie* .f 4.SO 

OdRena: Large £1.60, Smat£ IS0 

Winter Blouaona, Black/Navy 

RMA/RM/FAA/FAA Assn .. £2000 

Nary blue V-neck Jumper*: 

RNA/mi/FAA/FAA Ann .. £12.00 

White PBot Shlrts- 

RNA/RN/RNPSA/FAA/FAA Am . £11.75 

Sweatahkta Navy, Grey, FAA/FAA Am .. £1150 


.£1150 

. £12.00 


Bosun* cat i Chain .. 

Extinct**^ bn* badge* 


(made loo 


Officers Cap Badges.. 
Gold Sword Knot. 

.£11.00 

.£23.00 

Leather Sword Betts... 

.£70.00 

Sword Bags. 

.£30.00 


all prices Include PAP 

II.Dalehaad Drive, Sh* w, Oklhsm, lanes. OL28TJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846646 
E-mail:- rotoroy@llne ooe.net 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, all from one supplier 

No artwork or setting up costs on majority of goods 
High quality. competitive prices, prompt deivery. 

BFPO tax-free service 
Send for our new price list 
Reynold S ports 

51/52, High Street, Lincoln, LN5 SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an Individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of your 
ship, perhaps long gone but never 
forgotten. Any H.M. vessel or R.FA 
from 1920 onwards, in various sizes. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion of the 
Royal Institution of Naval Architects 


PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 

A full and comprehensive 
service which includes 
attention to the smallest detail 


Tracey Mackenzie 

TEL 01705 861550 / FAX: 01705 818081 
263, Fawcett Rd, Southsea, Hants. 


- FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS- 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture fill 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8^16“ for £35 plus PAP 
For list please send SAE to: 
SEART 5, THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS PQ12 3TP 


flew Photo's 
from Old! 


Scratched * Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised 
process , we can invisibly 
repair your cherished 
photographs without 
damaging your original 
image. 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 

Qucmtom imaging 

freepost TK2077(no stamp req) 
P0l$ox84. Eg ham. 

Surrey. TW208BR 

<ZE£: 0198* 430607 


YOUR SHIR 
OR YOURSELF 

painted by 

HOWARD MALE, BA. 

(Fine Art and Painting) 
Reasonable Rates ~ Full Details from 
143, Halfmoon Lane, Heme Hill 
London SE24 9JY 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL. SERVICE LTD 

Full size and miniature medals supplied 
and mounted for wear or display. Send 
for a full list of miniature medals, 
emblems, clasps, etc. SAE appreciated 

147-149 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill 
Bromagrove, Worcs. B61 OJZ 
Telephone 01527 835375 
Access/Visa welcome 


SI 

Kl 

INSURANCE 

* 

0 

m 

DL „ 

IB 

* PRICES 

DIRECT 

0118 981 0222 



0118 981 0222 


SING 'EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

(“IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT” “ROUND THE BUOY”,“SALLY FREE AND EASY”) 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

“FULL OF RIPE AND IRONIC HUMOUR, NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS”-'Navy News’. 

Price (me. p.&p.): £750 each cassette (UK/BFPO only. Elsewhere £850. per cassette) 

(Al overseas payments in Sterling by IMO or cheque drawn on a British bank, please) 
Orders and enquiries to NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Meanwood Road, LEEDS. LS6 4AW. 



What could be nicer .... 

FLOWERS FROM 

CORNWALL 

FOE VALENTINES AND ALL OTHER OCCASIONS 
INCLUDING MOTHERS DAY • EASTER 
• ANNIVERSARIES • BIRTHDAYS ETC 
Dispatched by 1st Class Mail in an attractive gift 
box with your own message (up to 12 words) 
INCLUSIVE PRICES 

15 FLOWERS £7.00 30 FLOWERS £9.95 
for other prices & quantities - please phone 
Visa/Access Accepted (please state expiry date) 
Cheques/P.O.*s payable to Ennis Farm Flowers. 

Telephone Orders : 01736 754003 
or by post to “Flowers from Cornwall,” P.O. Box 16, 

St Ives, Cornwall, TR26 2BR 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

^r^^Manufacture Pewter Tankards. Trophies. Goblets and 

1 ^ Hip Flasks 

' tankards engraved with Badge Crest from C5.50 ♦ VAT 
/, SEND FOR OUR FREE CA TALOGUE 

[ TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377 

GL0SS0PS TROPHIES. 86 BROAD STREET. SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 



ENAMEL BADGES 

Tie Slides, Cuff Links, 
StickPins, Etc. 

Made to order at 
competitive 
prices. 

Min. Order 
100 units 



FRAME YOUR OWN 

i i Mr? n a r c 

IMrjUAJbo .... ^BEDal 


viewing 
width 

in minutes, and remove them to wear In seconds. Easy 
quick assembly. 5 sizes available. Viewing widths 
are: (see picture) 55mm - 105mm - 155mm - 205mm - 
240mm at a cost of £13.95 - £1750 - £18.50 - £20.00 
and £21.50 respectively. Measure across your medals 
and order the size to suit Prices Include p & p and BFPO add £1 for 
overseas postage, cheques/postal orders and credit card payments to: 
M.F.K., 5 St Chads Crescent, Middle Herrington, Sunderland, SR3 3TR. 
Tel/Fax: 0191 520 1003 




mi 


BOSUNS CALL Brass & Copper with chain - 
CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC.. 


The Gift Shop 

BRITANNIA. ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE___£7.50 

_ only £ 650 

_pair £ 750 

REAL MARCASfTE Navy Crown Brooch £1550„ Sub-Mariners gilt brooch_ £9.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack_ea £ 2.95 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, and many others _£ 1.70 

TIES: RNA, RNR, RM, MN_£850. FAA, Submarines and others_£1050 

Prices Include PA P. 

Tl 

OS TEL 


i Welcome) 


MI NIATURE MEDA LS 

Miniature and full-sized medals. Supplied 
and mounted in ordinary and court-style. 

★ Wire blazer badges A Mess kit badges 

★ Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting 

bars, ribbon bars, etc. 

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the 
Medal Specialists ( 26 p stamp appreciated). 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 
30 COVENTRY ROAD, 
BURBAGE 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP 
Telephone: (01455) 239262 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made tor Clubs. 
Bands, Choirs, etc. 

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge 
End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


Classifieds 01705 724226 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaria. 
£1.50 for list. Cairncross (Dep. NN), 
31, Belle Vue St., Filey, N. Yorks 
Y014 9HU. 


Z£Jentworth 

the Rwterers 

FORMERLY CORJVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard House. 25 Leadmill Road. Sheffield Si 3JA 
Tel 0114 2 72 5676 & 0114 275 4168 Fax: 0114 272 6651 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 
£23.50 + £1.40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 


HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£22.95 + £1.30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES, BLAZER BUTTONS * 

Send SAE for quotes and price list 

49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE. TEL (01273) 416138 



HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 



6in x 7l/2 


£21.20* me UK postage 
* add £1.45 for optional motto/title scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EF 
Tel/Fax: 01482 213398 
Please tend SAE for Brochure 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE A MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 0171-930 1979 

FAX 0171-930 1152 


FLEET BADGES 

1918-1998 



Authentic Coloured 
Heatsealed - Framed 

5fex5to-£ 9.00 8inx8kt £14.50 
Unframed Prints: 5* x 4m- £4.00 
AH prices Include UK pestag • 

AJ. LAW 

4, Old Station Gardens, Shaftesbury Road 
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t NEWS, JANUARY 1998 



At Your Service 



Over to You 


U-boat in Portsmouth, May 1945: 

Roger Grandlemire recalls a U-boat sur¬ 
rendered to his crew on May 11 and was in 
Portsmouth on May 12 for them to go 
aboard. Does anyone recall this, and was 
there any reason why this was not publi¬ 
cised? Contact Mr Grandlemire at Quail 
Ridge Farm. 1400, Floating Feather Road, 
Eagle, Idaho 83616, USA. 

HMS Jasper: Tony Collins' uncle. 
Stoker Mattnew Dempsey, died on 
December 1, 1942, when the RNPS anti¬ 
submarine trawler HMS Jasper was sunk 
in a torpedo attack on coastal convoy 
PW256. Tony would like to contact Lt 
(Capt) William Hodson RNVR, Lt Bayford 
Bennett RNVR, Engineman Herbert 
Frederick Toovey and Stoker Charles 
James, all of whom survived the attack, 
and any other reader with connections to 


I, Ayr, 


Lt (A) A. Wilkinson, 737 Squadron: Mr 
E. Griffiths is researching the World War II 
service of this RNVR serviceman, who 
gained medals for athletics, aquatics and 
sevens rugby with 737 Squadron. Postings 
known were to Dekheila, North Africa. HMS 
Jackdaw, Arbroath, with a post-war home 
address in Morecambe. Any information to 
Mr Griffiths at 17, Sandhurst Close, 
Kirkham. PR4 2JG, tel 01772 671870. 

J.H. Acourt: Mr North has in his pos¬ 
session a sailor’s wooden ditty box, with 
the name A.J. Acourt stamped on to the 
brass tally on the front. If tne owner or a 
family member would like to claim it. please 
write to Mr North at 12, Greenfield 
Crescent, Cowplain, Hampshire P08 9EH. 

HMS Arethusa: Alan Raven would like 
to hear from anyone who served in the 
wartime cruiser HMS Arethusa in 
December 1941 while taking part in special 
operations along the Norwegian coast - 
during this time she was painted up as a 
German cruiser. Contact Mr Raven at 35. 
Arthur Avenue. Lynbrook, NY 11563. USA. 

Life as a Wren: Mrs S. Anderson is a 
mature student at Sheffield Hallam 
University, doing a dissertation on women 
in uniform in the 20th century. As such, she 
would like to hear from ex-members of the 
Wrens, telling of their life in the Navy and 
why they joined. Contact Mrs Anderson at 
42, Great Park Road, Kimberworth. 
Rotherham S61 3PE. 

George Arthur Jones: R. Waihi is hop¬ 
ing to locate George Jones, who served in 
HMS Brides Bay in the late 1940s as a 
stoker/mechanic. He is believed to have 
left the Navy in April 1956, and was bom in 
Birmingham on April 25, 1931. Information 
to R. Waihi, 130, Walter Strevens Drive. 
Takanini, Auckland. NZ. tel (091 298 2610. 

Training Ship Arethusa: Anyone who 
started their career in Arethusa who does 
not yet belong to the Arethusa Old Boys’ 
Association is asked to contact Harold 
Rushton at 124, park Road. Spalding, 
Lines PE11 1QZ. This invitation extends to 
anyone, prior to joining the Arethusa. 
attended either Fortescue House School. 
Twickenham, or Bisley Boy’s School, nr 
Woking, which sent pupils on to Arethusa. 

HMS Powderham - Waterwitch: Would 
anyone who served in this ship, under 
eitner of her names, and can tell Chris 
Chappell anything about her history, please 


contact him at 21, Durham Rd, Esh 
Winning. Durham DH7 9NP. tel 0191 373 
4722 -Chris is secretary of Project M2720. 

Stoker Alfred Lowe, killed on board 
HMS Cossack on October 23,1941 - does 
anyone remember him from service on 
other ships? Please contact the Cossack 
Association (Reg Doring), telephone 01277 
364228 with any information. 

Robert Anderson: Nikki Batten has lost 
contact with the family of Robert Anderson, 
who served in the Fleet Air Arm in the early 
1950s. If anyone can help, contact Nikki at 
10. Avenue Road. Belmont, Surrey SM2 
6JD, tel 0181 643 0455. 

Teddy bears: Lorraine Hitchings is 
looking for stories of sailors and their teddy 
bears - she is writing a book in aid of an 
animal charity. Stories, photos of sailors 
with their bears, sketches, poems and 
drawings are all welcomed. Contact Miss 
Hitchings at 9. Meerbrook Way, Quedgeley, 
Gloucester GL2 4QE, tel 01452 721815. 

Sembawang Shipyard: Alvin Piper left 
the RN as a warrant officer seven years 
ago, and is now liaison manager for 
Sembawang Shipyard in Singapore. He is 
involved in a book on the history of the 
yard, from its creation by the MOD to the 
present, and is searching for books, infor¬ 
mation and photographs relating to the 
naval dockyard ana HMS Terror barracks. 
Necessary costs will be paid. Contact him 
at the shipyard in Admiralty Road West. 
Singapore 759956, tel (65) 750 2651. 

HMS Tartar: Information is sought on 
the experiences of this destroyer between 
August 1943 and February 1946. Malcolm 
Nornard would particularly like to hear from 
anyone who knew his father, Leading 
Stoker Albert Nothard, during this period. 
Contact Malcolm at 24, Cedar Drive, 
Sutton at Hone. Dartford. Kent DA4 9EN, 
tel 01322 863470. 

Cutty Sark: Duke of Westminster’s 
yacht. June 1940 - Devonport to St Malo 
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THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 

2 nights DBB £55.00 pp. 3 nights DBB £75.50 pp 
_ (prices Include Banquet meal) _ 

We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for 
HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFE1LD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY, 

HMS ARETHUSA, HMS CUMBERLAND, and the TON CLASS ASSOCIATION. 

The Trecam has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV, tea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests, The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up to 
300 Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal for any association 
regardless of its membership size. 

For Information please contact 
BRYAN PITMAN - GENERAL MANAGER TEL 01803 329292 


FEBRUARY 

RN Writers: The West Country 
Association of RN Writers will be holding their 
annual reunion dinner in HMS Drake on 
Saturday, February 21. Anyone who has ever 
worn the W-star, including ladies, will be most 
welcome. Contact D. Jewell, 35, Broad Walk. 
Saltash PL12 4NT. tel 01752 843416. 

MARCH 

North Russia Club reunion will be on 
March 7 at the Neath Constitutional Club, 
South Wales, cost £9 each. SAE for enquiries 
to Mervyn Williams, 87. Olive Road, Coxford, 
Southampton S016 5FT, tel 01703 906402. 

HMS Brilliant 1980-84 next reunion on 
March 27-28. Contact Reg Briers on 01337 
840403. 

APRIL 

Hood Division Aircraft Artificer 
Apprentices 1943-46 entry - contact Dave 
Lane (01935 475642) at 130, Hendford Hill. 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2RG re reunion. 

HMS Gravelines: Any old shipmates are 
welcome at the next reunion in April - ring 


Calling Old Shipmates 


and St Nazaire with landing and demolition 
party. Bombed and damaged off St 
Nazaire. Rex Powditch. a telegraphist with 
the landing party, would be grateful for any 
stories from the crew and landing party. 
Contact Rex at Nol, Redgrave Court, Star 
Lane. Ash. Hants GU12 6PA, tel 01252 
345924. 

Training Ship Stork: Does anyone 
recall this old wooden training ship moored 
in the Thames off Hammersmith between 
the wars, with boys rowed ashore each day 
to attend Brackenbury Road School? If you 
know of her, or what became of her, con¬ 
tact D. Smith at 33, Rosecourt Road, 
Croydon, Surrey CR0 3BS. 

Edward (Ted) Thompson: Edward 
Thompson (Jnr) is trying to trace details of 
his late father’s war record. Ted was bom 
on April 23, 1916, and joined the RN on 
October 30,1940. Edward believes he serv 
ed in HM ships Raleigh, Drake, President 
III, Claverhouse, Lancashire, Kelvin and 
Pethcarron. Ted joined as an ordinary sea¬ 
man and progressed to Temporary Acting 
Petty Officer before he was discharged on 
March 16,1946. He may also have served 
aboard merchantmen, and on at least two 
Russian convoys. Any help to Edward at 
21, Ridley Avenue. Bfyth, Northumberland 
NE24 3BA, tel 01670 367410. 

HMS Greyhound - SS Simon Bolivar: 
The Simon Bolivar, a Dutch liner, was 
mined off the east coast on November 18. 
1939, and destroyer HMS Greyhound res¬ 
cued many passengers and crew. Two 
brothers who lost their father in the Simon 
Bolivar are keen to contact members of 
Greyhound’s ship’s company or anyone 
involved in the rescue. Their address is E. 
Ruygh, Groen van Prinstresstraad 59, 
8862 AB Harlingen, Holland. 

HMS Illustrious, 1941: The aircraft car¬ 
rier spent the summer and autumn of 1941 
in the United States, where she was 
repaired at Norfolk. Virginia. Melvin (Ray) 


01633 221688, or write to Ray Whittington at 
102a, Victoria Ave, Newport NP9 8GG. 

HMS Wizard/HMS Cadiz (Joint) Assoc¬ 
iation: Reunion at the Nautical Club, 
Birmingham, on April 3-4. All ranks, all com¬ 
missions welcome. Contact Tom Fox. 
Maroheto, Church Lane, Meriden, Coventry 
CV7 7HX, tel 01676 523296. 

Indefatigable Association: Reunion at 
the Royal Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth, on 
April 3-5. All old shipmates welcome, RN and 
FAA, any part of ship, any commission, any 
year, plus BPF and East Indies Fleet ship¬ 
mates. and “flat-tops". SAE to Jack Hibberd, 
23. Canterbury Ave, Southampton SOI 9 1EB. 

HMS Alnwick Castle: Calling all officers 
and men who served in HMS Alnwick Castle 
- ship's reunion on April 3-5 at Skegness. 
Contact Ted Hariand on 01262 606797. 

HMS Myngs Association reunion on 
April 9 at 1900 at the RSH Club, Queen St. 
Contact A.F. Bemasconi on 01705 662487. 

HMS Hermes Association: Reunion will 
be held in the Royal Fleet Club, Morice 
Square, Plymouth PL1 4PG, from April 16-20. 
Details from P. Baptie, 16, Virginia Close, New 
Malden, Surrey KT3 3RB, tel 0181 949 5648. 

HMS Cairo annual reunion will be on April 
18 from 1100 until 1600 in the Royal Sailors 
Home Club, Portsmouth. Further details from 
R. Paffett, 19, St Martins Rd, Wroxall, 
Ventnor. IOW P038 3BW, tel 01983 852986. 

LST Club reunion: Posthouse, 
Portsmouth, April 24-25; details from Clay 
Maxwell. 45 New Road, Water Orton. 
Birmingham B46 1QP, tel 0121 747 2418. 

LCG and F Association: Services of 
Remembrance will be held at Milford Haven 
on April 24-25 to honour shipmates lost on 
HMLCG15, HMLCG16 and HMS Rosemary. 
SAE to M. Allen, 8, Leys Rd. Wellingborough. 
Northants NN8 1PN, tel 01933 279401. 

HMS Newfoundland Association (1942- 
59) is holding its tenth anniversary reunion in 
Liverpool on April 24-27 - old shipmates are 
sought to join the 500 membership. Further 
details from Tom Roxby, 8. Lindale Close. 
Buglawton, Congleton. Cheshire CW12 2DG, 
tel 01260 279819. 

480 Kings Squad RM: The 51st anniver¬ 
sary reunion will be at the Royal Sailors 
Home Club. Portsmouth, on April 27-29. 
Further details from either Len Holmes at 57, 
Jones Lane, Hythe, Southampton S04 6AW 
(tel 01703 842284) or Peter Hodges. 11, 
Gofton Avenue. Cosham. Portsmouth P06 
2NG (tel 01705 375621). 

MAY 

The Magpie Association reunion is at 
the Balmoral Lodge Hotel, Southport, on May 
1. Contact Tom Iddon on 01704 541567 for 
more details. 

HMS Petunia 1941-46: The tenth annual 
reunion dinner will take place at the Angel 
Hotel. Royal Leamington Spa. on May 8. For 
further information contact Gordon Shaw, 
821, Dorchester Road. Upwey, Weymouth 
DT3 5LB. tel 01305 813372. 

HMS Narvik 1956-59: Reunion is from 
May 8. Details from Rod Jenkins. 33, Paston 
Ridings, Paston, Peterborough PE4 7UR, tel 
01733 751019. 

LST Club reunion at the Stretton Hotel, 
Blackpool, on May 8-9. Further details are 
available from Clay Maxwell. 45, New Road, 
Water Orton, Birmingham B46 1QP, tel 0121 
747 2418. 

HMS Atherstone Association reunion 
dinner is on May 9. Details from Ted on 0151 
339 5362. 

HMS Phoebe Association are holding 
their third reunion at the Midland Hotel. 
Bournemouth, on May 15-16. All members 
and ex-ship’s company are welcome. Details 
from Vic Chanter on 01159 531660. 

HMS Widemouth Bay 1945-57: WB ship¬ 
mates are holding a reunion at the Angel 
Hotel. Leamington Spa, on May 15-16. If you 
have not been in touch, please contact Bob 
(Topsy) Turner, 17, Mill Way. East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 4DD, tel 01342 323801. 

HMS Hermione reunion will be on May 
15-17 at the Burlington/Palm Court, Great 
Yarmouth. For more details contact Steve 
Brotherton on 01925 824504. Every commis¬ 
sion welcome. 

Battleship HMS Nelson reunion is to be 
held on May 16 in HMS Nelson. Contact 
George Treadwell. 31. Clyde Road. Gosport 
P012 3DN, tel 01705 521504. 

HMS Warspite Association will hold its 
reunion on May 22-24. The reunion dinner 
will be on Saturday May 23 at HMS Sultan in 
Gosport. Further information from R. Foster 
on 01753 653915. 

42 Commando Royal Marines MT 
Section (1959-62) Association will be hold¬ 
ing its sixth reunion on May 23 at the Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth. Any ex- 


Daniels (who later served in Europe with 
the B-26 Marauder Bridge Busters) was an 
official at the Swift Creek Recreation Area 
in Chesterfield County, now known as the 
Pocahontas State Park, and got to know 
some of the 110 sailors who were stationed 
at Swift Creek during the repairs. Melvin, 
now 81, is helping assemble material and 
artifacts for a state park museum, and 
would like to hear from any of the ship's 
company who were there at the time. 
Contact him at 426, Grove Avenue, 
Petersburg. VA 23803, USA. 

HMS Agincourt repels boarders: In 
the summer of 1954 HMS Aaincourt 
became cock winners of the Gibraltar row¬ 
ing regatta. As was the custom, the cock 
was tied high above the bridge, giving the 
losers the chance to remove ft by any 
means during the hours of darkness. 
Several attempts were made to remove the 
prize that night, but use of floodlights, 
noses and sacks of potatoes repelled all 
boarders. Mr T. Foster recalls that the 
squadron later sailed past HMS Agincourt 
in salute at sea, and they were then bom¬ 
barded with spuds - the First Lieutenant 
suffering a black eye. Can anyone recall 
the events related in more detail for Mr 
Foster? Contact him at Mansfield, 32. 
Sackville Road, Hove, Sussex BN3 3FB. 

HMS Ark Royal IV: Richard Johnstone- 
Bryden is writing a book on the fourth HMS 
Ark Royal and would like to hear from as 
many former members of the ship’s com¬ 
pany as possible, including civilians, to 
record their personal reminiscences to 
illustrate life in the ship. No story would be 
considered too trivial. He would also like to 
hear from anyone involved with her build¬ 
ing at Cammell laird, her various refits, 
destoring, her last voyage to Caimryan and 
scrapping. Anyone with interesting photos 
should also contact him at Monks Farm, All 
Saints South Elmham, Halesworth, Suffolk 
IP19 0HG. tel 01986 782418. 


members of the above unit should contact 
R.A. Hunt at 26, Liddiards Way, Purbrook, 
Waterlooville. Hants P07 5QW, tel 01705 
262427. 

HMS Lookout (G32): A reunion will take 
place in Burnley on May 23, all welcome. 
Details from Buck Taylor. 24, Grove Rd. 
Uppermill, nr Oldham. Lancs OL3 6JR. 

23rd and 26th Destroyer Flotillas next 
reunion will be in the WO and CPOs Mess. 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth on May 23. For 
details send an SAE to W. Swift, 37, New Rd, 
Lovedean, Waterlooville. Hants P08 9RU, 
tel 01705 591032. 

HMS Wren Association reunion is at the 
Royal Sailors Home Club on May 23. all com¬ 
missions welcome. Details are available from 
L.W. Owen. 15, Field Close. Westbury, Wilts 
BA13 3AG, tel 01373 822619 or R. Young. 4. 
Hamilton Court, Travellers Lane, Hatfield, 
Herts, tel 01707 265653. 

HMS Gloucester 1939-41 reunion is on 
May 29-31 at the Royal Fleet Club, 
Devonport. Details from Ernie Evans, 3, Lake 
View Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 3EH, tel 
01732 456686. 

OCTOBER 

HMAS Albatross and Fleet Air Arm 
Golden Jubilee: A reunion is to be held at 
the Australian Naval Aviation Museum. 
HMAS Albatross, Nowra, NSW. to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the base from 
October 28 to November 2. Anyone who 
served at Albatross, or in the FAA, and their 
families are welcome. The event will include 
a civic reception, march, mini branch 
reunions, tours and sports. For details, con¬ 
tact Mike Lehan on (02) 421 7463, or write to 
PO Box A15, Naval PO. Nowra, NSW 2540. 


HMS Ripley: Any crew of the HMS 
Ripley who served 1943 to January 1944 
when she paid off in Newcastle - ex-Stoker 
Mervyn Williams has a photo of the crew at 
Scapa Flow. If anyone wants a copy, write 
to Mervyn at 87. Olive Rd, Coxford, 
Southampton SOI 6FT, tel 01703 906402. 

Singapore: Singaporean Yassin bin 
Endot, ex-member of MRNVR, wishes to 
contact old friends and colleagues who 
served in HMS Naval Base, Singapore dur¬ 
ing the Second World War - in particular 
R.J. Knight, who was a chief engineer in 
HMRT Enigma. Also served in Ceylon and 
Mombasa during the war. Contact him at 
Block 525 NolO - 424. Bedok North St 3. 
Singapore 460525. 

Z-Class destroyers: Calling shipmates 
from HM ships Zephyr, Zealous. Zambesi, 
Zest, Zebra, zenith and Zodiac - send SAE 
to Steve Baker, 2, Brantwood Rd, Inwood. 
Wembdon, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 7PS, 
tel 01278 451418, for association and 
reunion details. 

HMS Sheba (Aden): Gordon Pinfield is 
looking for shipmates from HMS Sheba 
(Aden) and associated ships and escorts in 
World War II for possible get-together in 
mid-1998 at a central location. Contact 
Gordon at 7, Fairways, Medomsley Rd, 
Consett, Co Durham, tel 01207 503617. 

HMS Ganges Class 78, Jan 39, 40 
Mess, Drake Division: Mr G. Sutton would 
like to get in touch with as many shipmates 
as possible - three in contact so far. Write 
to Mr Sutton at Kiwitea, Chilsworthy, 
Cornwall PL18 9PB, or tel 01822 832149. 

Royal First M/S Flotilla (1936-46 and 
beyond): An association could be formed 
- 24 are already in touch. Anyone interest¬ 
ed (current servers also welcome) should 
contact Les Welch on 01904 412159. 

HMS Nubian: Dave Millward (ex 
R02(G)) would like to hear from any ex¬ 
communicators who served with him in 
HMS Nubian between 1964 and 1966. 
Contact Dave at 2. Fernhill Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent ME16 9BL, tel 01622 729692. 

HMS Bieasdale: Mr W. Jacobs would 
like to hear from Len Butts or any old ship¬ 
mates from HMS Bieasdale - he wants to 
know what happened to you after refit in 
early 1943, after he had left the ship. 
Contact him at 85, Beecholme Drive. 
Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN24 9BX. 

HMS Nairana: Bill Blinston (ex PO 
radar Mech) would like to contact old ship¬ 
mates from HMS Nairana, an escort carrier 
in the Atlantic 1943-45, with Capt Walker’s 
Second Escort Group and convoys. Write 
to Bill at Cott Holland, Staple. Dartington, 
Totnes TQ9 6HR, tel 01803 862475. 

HMS Valiant (S102): Fred Upson seeks 
shipmates who served 1979-81, with a 
view to organising a reunion during the 
spring of 1998. Contact CRS(SM) Fred 
Upson on RNSMS HMS Dolphin ext 65165 
or PO Mick Crompton on ext 65046. 

HMS Shippigan, Bangor-class 
minesweeper of tne 16th Flotilla: George 
(Nobby) Hall, ex-stoker on the Shippigan 
from February 1944 to May 1946 would Tike 


HMS Tenby (F65): Jeff Mays is seeking 
Andy Simmonds from the Darlington area, 
and any other ship’s company from the 
anti-submarine frigate or J34, tne Second 
World War minesweeper. Phone 01452 
614459 or write to 11. Camomile Close, 
Abbeymead. Gloucester GL4 5WF. 

Aircraft Artificers: Alan Hyde would 
like to contact ex-classmates who joined 
HMS Condor in May 1950 and passed out 
in December 1952 to HMS Falcon, via air¬ 
craft carriers HM ships Indomitable and 
Eagle. If there is enough interest, a reunion 
could be arranged. Contact Alan at 85, 
Momingtons, Harlow, Essex CM19 4QJ, tel 
01279 415876. 


Royal Marines 560 Squad, Deal 1949: 

Squad members are invited to ring Mick 
Rumsby (01473 787343) or Jeff Reveley 
(01795 880427). 

HMS Ganges, Collingwood Division, 
391 Class 1^61-62: Bunting tossers. look¬ 
ing for Brian Nish (Scotland), Ian F. 
Williams (North of London), Charlie 
Herridge (Plymouth), Sid Foster 
(Portsmouth area), Tomo C.J. Thompson 
and Sandy D. Sandiland. Found 11; con¬ 
tact Dave Brighton on 01420 563944, or 
write to Datchets, 180, Medstead Rd, 
Beech, Hants GU34 4UA. 

Signalman Derek Borrie: Does anyone 
know the whereabouts of Bob Kay's old 
oppo? They were drafted in Nov 1944 to join 
BYMS 2040 in Grimsby, where they spent 
18 months. Derek played in goal for Barnet 
FC in wartime games, and may have joined 
the teaching profession after the war. 
Contact Bob at 11, Cloverdale Square, 
Smithills, Bolton BL1 6AU, tel 01204 
432460. 

Howe Class, Gosport, 1942: James 
Welsh would like to hear from any ship¬ 
mates from Howe Class in New Barracks. 
Gosport in 1942 - he has a photograph 
taken after formal training before going 
over to the RN Barracks in Portsmouth. 
Contact him at 6, Udall Place, Bucklands 
Beach, Auckland. New Zealand. 

HMS Constance: D’ya hear there; the 
following are to contact the Bosun’s Mate 
at the HMS Constance, Fortyniners 
Association. Telephone 01529 413410: 
Smithy AB, Dicky Dines Boy/AB, Tom 
Sherris Boy/AB. 

HMS Whitesand Bay Association is 

still seeking Alfie Mallet, Peacock. Bob 
Lightfoot, Lansley, George Saunders, 
Paddy Totten, Rodney Gundy, Stripey 
Morrison and PO Shiner. Contact Geoff 
Nightingale at 268, Galley Hill. Gadebridge. 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP1 3LD, tel 
01442 263405. 

HMS Theseus (Korea 1950-51): Ex¬ 
ship’s company are still trying to trace 
pilots of 807 and 810 Squadrons and ship¬ 
mates that served in the ship during the 
Korean War to join them for their fourth 
reunion. Contact Les Turnham, 41, 
Maryland Way, Sunbury-on-Thames, 
Middlesex TW16 6HN. 

HMS Unicom Association is seeking 
members Cobley, Genders, Samways, 
Germaney, Dennis. Haggar. Brooks. 
Charlie Cnase, Jim Lord, George Worth, 
Goodman; Marines Ally Allison, Robert 
Keagan, D. Wright and Bell. Contact the 
association at 3. Arundel Close, Hemel 
Hempstead HP2 4QR, tel 01442 255821. 
Also Beasley. Bubble, Butler, Ridley, 
Beavis. Madcfox, Davis, Venn, Rashleigh, 
Yabsley, Healey, Christie, for Smokey 
Bartlett - all from Mess 16. Also Ball, Allen, 
Reeves, Patchell. Wood, Fox. Sheare. 

Barbara King: Mr Percy Scott of NSW, 
Australia, is trying to trace ex-Wren 
Barbara, who served in the Portsmouth 
area in June 1953. Please reply to Bill 
Thompson on 01429 867721. 

HMS Anson: Did you serve in this 
ship? For association details, phone Fred 
on 01438 233074, or write to Ken at 3, 
Deniston Ave. Bexley. Kent DAS 3HL. 

HMS Fisgard Artificer Apprentices, 
Series 7 Entry, Sept 1949: the 50th 
anniversary is approaching - anyone inter¬ 
ested in a reunion please contact Mick 
Herbert on 01954 250014. 

HMS Burghead Bay 1950-54: A 
reunion is planned - further details are 
available from Rod Jenkins. 33, Paston 
Ridings, Paston, Peterborough PE4 7UR, 
tel 01733 751019. 

HMS Cheviot: Chief Shepherd is 
searching for all members of all flocks, 
wardroom/lower deck, for reunion this year. 
SAE to Vic Denham, 92, Swallow Rd, 
Larkfield, Aylesford, Kent ME20 6PZ. 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 15 



The Blackburn Blackburn, one of the least elegant of the Fleet Air Arm's aircraft. 

Blackburn Blackburn 

ARGUABLY one of the ugliest aircraft of 
all time - and possibly tne one with the 
least imaginative name - provided the 
Royal Navy with one of its reconnais¬ 
sance mainstays from the mid-1920s 
until the early 1$30s. 

The Blackburn Blackburn’s freakish design 
was born out of the perception at the time that 
a cabin needed to be provided for the naviga¬ 
tor/observer and radio operator who were 
members of a three or four-man crew. The 
result was an ungainly, lumbering flying 
machine with a top speed of only 122mph. 

The aircraft served with spotter flights in the 
aircraft carriers Furious, Eagle, Argus and 


Courageous, operating as far afield as the 
China Station. Production totalled 33 
Blackburn Is and 29 Mk lls; two trainers were 
also built and named the Blackburn Bull 
which, it is said, had so much drag due to side- 
by-side cockpits, that it needed one-third of a 
mile to take off - the entire length of Leuchars 
airfield. 

The Blackburn Blackburn was powered by a 
450hp Napier Lion IIB or V engine and weighed 
5,9621b loaded. It had a climb rate of 690ft a 
min., a range of 440 miles and a service ceiling 
of 12,950ft. 

Armament was a Vickers machine-gun firing 
forward and a Lewis gun in the rear cockpit. 
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PICTURE PUZZLE 


PICTURE Puzzle competition winner in our November 
issue is Lt (SCC) P. Heward RNR of West Sussex. 

He identified the photograph as that of HMS Speedy, which 
entered service with the Royal Navy in 1980. She was 
acquired to evaluate the jet-foil concept in offshore patrol 
work, particularly in fishery protection. However, the idea did 
not catch on, and Speedy was sold off after six years. 

Lt Heward's reply was chosen at random, and he receives 
our cash prize of £25. For another £25 this month, name the 
ship photographed. 

Complete the coupon and send it to Mystery Picture, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH. 

Coupons giving correct answers will go into a prize draw to estab¬ 
lish a single winner. Closing date for entries is February 15. More than 
one entry can be submitted, but photocopies cannot be accepted. 

Do not include anything else in your envelope: no correspondence 
can be entered into and no entry returned. The winner will be 
announced in our March edition. The competition is not open to Navy 
News employees or their families. 

MYSTERY PICTURE 35 


Name 


Address 


My answer 


Ambulance 
'keel' laid 
with help 
from RNA 

THANKS to a steady flow of 
contributions to the Pembroke 
House Ambulance Appeal, 
work has begun on building 
the £35,000 vehicle. 

The appeal, suggested by the 
RNA National Council, has 
raised over £7,000 to add to the 
£25,000 available from the Central 
Charities Fund. 

This has allowed the ambu¬ 
lance’s ‘keel’ to be laid - in other 
words, the chassis has been 
ordered so that fitting out can 
begin. The ambulance will be used 
to take the ex-Service residents of 
Pembroke House - run by the 
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust - 
on outings and to doctors and den¬ 
tists 


JUST A DAY before he died, the former secretary of Nuneaton branch put for¬ 
ward a plan for a special memorial to all ex-Service people who have died in the 
borough. 


The current vehicle was pre¬ 
sented by the RNA ten years ago, 
but with over 85,000 miles on the 
clock, it is in need of replacement 


Shipmate John Ward always 
believed that the area’s 
Service veterans should be 
remembered in a special way 
at the town’s crematorium. In 
September he suggested that 
to the owners - but died the 
next day, too soon to know 
that his last wish would be 
granted. 

Thanks to his efforts, a memor¬ 
ial wall has been built at the cre¬ 
matorium. Among the ex-Service 
men and women whose names will 
appear on the wall will be mem¬ 
bers of the RNA, Burma Star 
Association, the Royal British 
Legion, the RFA Association, 
Dunkirk Veterans Association and 
Royal Warwicks Fusiliers. 

The first plaque on the wall was 
unveiled at a ceremony conducted 
py the Rev. John Philpott attend¬ 
ed by John’s widow, Joyce, and 
200 members of ex-Service associ¬ 
ations. 

The Norwich-based Cremator¬ 
ium Company which owns the 
Nuneaton crematorium, has been 
in contact with members of the 
RNA for the past year. 

Head of the company’s memor¬ 
ial department for the North 
Region, Michelle Riddy, said she 
expected the wall would get longer 
as more plaques were added. 

“It’s tne first wall of its kind 
which our company has funded, 
but it won’t be the last,” she said. 
“We think it’s an excellent idea 
and feel that it’s important to 
remember all the people who sac¬ 
rificed so much.” 

Wigston’s big 
charity drive 

WIGSTON branch has raised the 
remarkable sum of almost £2,000 
for Service charities. 

Collections in the street and at a 
Sainsbury supermarket netted 
£400 for King George’s Fund for 
Sailors, £400 for the Royal Naval 
Benevolent Trust, £400 for the 
Sailors’ Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Association, £350 for the Central 
Charities Fund, and the rest for 
branch funds. 



FREE BROCHURE 

Wright & Logan FST 1924 
20. Queen Street. Portsmouth. POI 3HL 
TEL: 01705 829555 / FAX 01705 861694 


Branch News 


Battersea 

The branch celebrates its 
Diamond Jubilee on June 7 with a 
parade, service of thanksgiving, the 
dedication of a new standard, and a 
reception and social evening. 

Former members and fellow 
shipmates are welcome. Contact 
the Social Secretary, Battersea 
RNA, 137 Battersea High Street, 
London SW11 3JJ. 

Crawley 

The new branch headquarters 
has moved to the TS Cossack Sea 
Cadet HQ at Longmere Road, 
opened by the Duke of Gloucester 
accompanied by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Sussex. 

Branch chairman. Shipmate H. 
David Davis, and his wife visited 
Australia for a gala reunion in 
Canberra. The programme includ¬ 
ed sightseeing trips, social events, 
and a memorial march-past involv¬ 
ing almost 400 shipmates display¬ 
ing a wide array of standards. 

The salute was taken by 
Commodore P. C. Wykeham- 
Martin, Defence Naval Adviser to 
the British High Commissioner. 

Rockingham & Dist. 
(Western Australia) 

The friendship formed in 1993 
between the branch and its 
German counterparts of the 
Admiral Scheer (1897) Group, 
continues to flourish. Group chair¬ 
man, Gerd Domette, and his wife 
Karin, visited Rockingham and 
Fremantle branches. 

Last year Shipmate David 
Wiseman, branch chairman, 
attended the centenary celebra¬ 
tions of the Admiral Scheer Group 
in Germany. He was accompanied 
by his wife, Lee, eight other mem¬ 
bers of the branch, and two from 
Fremantle. 

York 

A model of the Algerine-class 
minesweeper HMS Plucky was the 
surprise gift for Shipmate Frank 
Nottingham and his wife Audrey 
who were celebrating their golden 
wedding. The model was made by 
Shipmate Mick Farrington. 

Leamington Spa 

Members mourn the loss of their 
life vice-president and former pres¬ 
ident, Capt George Collett 
Blundell CBE, who joined the 
Navy as a cadet in 1917. 

After serving in HM ships 
Vidette, Hood, Valiant, Enterprise 
and Sheffield, he joined HMS Kent 
in 1940 as toroedo officer and First 
Lieutenant. He was awarded the 
OBE for his quick action in saving 
his ship during a night bombard¬ 
ment of the port of Solium, which 
cost 35 lives. He later became a 
CBE. 



• A reminder of what the Naval Guard and Band at HMS Drake looked like almost 60 years ago has 
been presented to the establishment by Shipmate Jan Thomas (left), public relations officer of the 
RNAs No. 10 Area. It was accepted by Drakes First Lieutenant, Lt Car Very an Barnebv (right) with 
the Officer of the Guard, WO(M) Sam Potts, and the Leading Hand of the Guard, LREG Jimmy Green. 
Jan was originally sent a postcard version of the photograph by his father, LSEA Gunner Leslie 
Thomas, who was Corporal of the Guard in 1939. Over the years it became creased and worn, but 
he obtained a replacement from a Navy News reader through our Over to You column, and he was 
able to enlarge and frame it. 

RNA Club at Camberwell, the 
Londoners’ hospitality including a 
buffet before the journey back to 
East Anglia. Events at home 
included a “This is Your Life” for 
Shipmate Alf Pavey, who served 
throughout World War II. 


Hanworth 

£ 


Several pre-Christmas dinner 
dances at the club HQ kept the 
ladies section busy. In between the 
events they helped raise funds for 
the Princess Alice Hospice and 
donated blankets, money and other 
items to Egham Swan Sanctuary. 
They also visited the Royal British 
Legion poppy factory. 

'Street named' 
after warship 

A STREET in Cheshunt has 
been named Dahlia Close 
after the Flower-class corv¬ 
ette adopted by the town in 
World War II. 

The name was suggested 
by Cheshunt branch of the 
RNA, whose members 
attended the naming cere¬ 
mony conducted by the 
Mayor of Broxbourne. 

Among the witnesses 
were three former sailors 
who served in the Dahlia - 
Shipmates Alf Monks, 
Albert Benjamin and Neville 
Doyle - and the Naval 
Regional Officer, Commo¬ 
dore Kit Carson. 

Prayers were offered by 
the branch chaplain, the 
Rev Martin Banister. 




Plymouth 

To mark his departure to Essex’ 
after 25 years service to the branch, 
vice president Shipmate Bob Wall 
was given a barometer, presented 
on behalf of the branch by the 
chairman. Shipmate David Pugh. 

Bob was closely associated with 
ex-Service events, and his work on 
the Plymouth committee of the 
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, and 
with Devonport Field Gun 
Association, brought him a 
Citizen’s Award last year. 

No.11 Area 

The Area raised £221 at its 
exhibition at the Royal Armouries 
in Leeds and on the quayside at 
Whitby during the visit of the repli¬ 
ca of Capt Cook’s ship. Endeavour. 

Headingley No.1 

Members attended the installa¬ 
tion of the Rev Graham Smith by 
the Bishop of Ripon at Leeds 
parish church. The Rev Smith has 
served in the Navy and, as a mem¬ 
ber of the RNA, will join 
Headingley branch. 

Beccles 

A recruiting drive succeeded in 
attracting 24 more members, 
increasing the branch’s strength by 
almost a fifth, to 126 - a new 
record. 

Members were given a warm 
welcome when they visited the 


Walton-on-Naze 

In the nature of a wake, ship¬ 
mates of the branch held a celebra¬ 
tion in honour of long-serving 
Shipmate Dougie Goodhew, who 
before he died expressed a wish 
that members hold a party after his 
death. 

Fifty members of the branch 
also took a five-day break at 
Gunston Hall near Lowestoft. 

Havant 

The branch was visited by the 
National President, Vice Admiral 
Sir Roy Newman, who gave his 
views about the way ahead for the 
Association. He also presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation to 
Shipmate Irene Jones, the branch’s 
social secretary. 

Havant branch meets each 
Tuesday at Havant FC, Martin 
Road, Leigh Park. 

Kingston upon Thames 

Congratulations were received 
from the Vice President, Rear 
Admiral Bill Cook, and the mem¬ 
bers of HMS Richmond’s POs 
Mess, on the 13th anniversary of 
the branch’s commissioning. To 
mark the occasion, 130 members 
and guests attended the annual 
dinner dance. 

In the absence on duty of branch 

P resident, Commodore Roger 
arker, the vice president, 
Shipmate Bob Criddle, presented 
Shipmate of the Year awards to 
Ray Barnes and Rose Sharwood. 
Shipmate Jenny Mayhew, social 
secretary, received a cfertificate of 
appreciation. 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
DO YOU QUALIFY FOR THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE OR MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL? 
SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 
TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 
Tel 01752872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


Part 10...E.INDIES/BRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS (1st Phase) 

Trinco, Sydney, Manus, Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all surviving RN 
archive film this first of two projected videos is the most definitive story possible 


down to and incl. Part 1 Battleships at Warlacli £ do mins. Price UK| 
— A —id. Elsewhere add £3.05. For multigje^prders large discount avail- 


N.Ci 
£ 21 . 
able. Full 


N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N.YORKS Y04 6JH (01904) 728239. 


iils of this & all programmes send SAE. 
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Croasdale 
back on 
top form 


ENGLAND international fell 
runner and 5000m champion 
Mark Croasdale (CTCRM) is 
getting back into top form 
after illness at the end of the 
summer. 

With a new coach and training 
geared around heart rate, Mark’s 
late Autumn results have been 
speaking for themselves. 

His first race was the Dorset 
Stickler, a multi-terrain 10-mile 
race over Okeford Beacon, Hod 
Hill and Hambledon Hill. 

The 1996 champion was 
Sheffield’s Rob Hough who is 
Britain’s number one steeplechas¬ 
er. 


Course record 

Hough led the race until the 
final long climb when Mark passed 
him and then ran into the valley to 
win in 59m 27s, a superb result 
which not only set a new course 
record but was also the first time 
anyone had beaten the one hour 
mark. 

His next race was a United 
Services League cross-country at 
Brickfields which he won by over 
three minutes and then he moved 
up several gears to finish 21st in 
the Reebok Bristol Classic cross¬ 
country, only a minute behind 
some of Britain’s top runners. 

Other victories were secured in 
the Bournemouth 10-miler with a 
time of 50m 40s and in the Brent 
Knoll Fell Race where he won by 
over a minute after racing clear of 
the field in the first mile. 

Other results 

Terry Pares (CTCRM) put his 
disappointing Washington 

Marathon run behind him and 
won the Templar 10 in 53m 20s 
and then went on to finish 5th 
behind Croasdale in the 
Bournemouth 10. 

Another Washington runner, A1 
Rich (Osprey) finished 14th and 
2nd veteran in the Gillingham 7.5 
mile race in 43m24. TTie result 
means that A1 is leading the 
Veterans section of the Dorset 
Road Race series with one race to 

go- 

Mark Lewis (CTCRM) has also 
been performing well over the 
roads, finishing 7th in the Jersey 
Half Marathon in 76m 59s and 
then coming 8th in the Dorset 
Stickler. 

On the road, Dai Roberts, who 
has been working with the Dutch 
Navy in Den Helder, ran in the 
Seven Hills 15km, a top class race 
in Holland, and finisned a very 
creditable 37th in 47m 14s. 

And back in the more rural set¬ 
ting of Dorset, A1 Rich clocked up 
a respectable 6th place in the 
Piddle Valley Plod 


ARMY STRIKERS TAKE THEIR REVENGE 


THE NAVY opened their programme 
in the South West Counties Cup with 
a match against the Army at HMS 
Drake. 

The Army were keen to avenge their 
two defeats from last season and a good 
performance saw them achieve a 3-2 vic¬ 
tory. 

POPT Nick Haigh (SM2) and CPO Steve 
Johnson (SCU Leydene) were kept under 
control by the Army defence and the Navy 
found chances hard to come by. 

The Army led 1-0 at half time after a 


SOCCER 


header from L/Cpl David Hope. The Navy 
began the second half in better form and 
equalised in the 53rd minute when Haigh 
scrambled the ball over the line. 

Hope made the game safe for the Army 
as he completed his hat trick with goals in 
the 77th and 84th minutes. 

CpI Terry Price reduced the arrears in 
the final minute but the Navy had little 
time to find the equaliser. 


In his first match as coach to the 
Combined Services Squad, WOPT Tommy 
Johnson saw his team draw 2-2 with a 
team from Reading FC. 

Good defence from POPT Steve Riley 
and OM David Wilson, and two goals from 
SAC McGuire earned them the well 
deserved result. 

JANUARY FIXTURES: Jan 6 CSFA v FA 
XI at Burton Albion FC 1930, Jan 15 RN v 
Prison Service at Newbold Revel 1400, Jan 
21 RN v Wiltshire at Melksham 1930, Jan 
25 RN v Kent Youth at Burnaby Road 1300, 
Jan 28 RN v Somerset at Portsmouth. 


Basketball 
belongs to 


PLYMOUTH Command 
are the 1997 RN 
Basketball champions, 
despite losing the final 
on a technicality. 

In a hard-fought tournament 
at HMS Nelson between six 
commands, with Fleet compet¬ 
ing for the first time this year, 
the Guzz team went into the 
last game against the Royals 
with a points lead. 

But after beating the Green 
Berets 70-53, the game was 
awarded to the Royal Marines 
after Plymouth found the num¬ 
ber of foreign players in their 
team breached competition 
rules. 

A closely contested game 
between Portsmouth and the 
Royal Marines set the scene 
for the competitive and enjoy¬ 
able weekend of basketball. 

There was some outstanding 



• Slam dunk: Mid Mai Ellison 
nets points for Plymouth 


play during the tournament 
with Styles (RMs) McMachon 
and Richardson (Portsmouth) 
Munro and Bietz (Plymouth) 


Golf friendly held in 
honour of Britannia 


GOLFERS from all over the UK joined member’s of the 
Royal Yacht’s crew for a ‘Farewell to the Britannia’ tourna¬ 
ment at Langdon Hills in Bulpham, Essex. 

The competition, staged by Rayleigh RNA, attracted Naval 
teams from the Royal Yacht, HMS Belfast, Navy Careers, the 
Royal Marines Band, Portsmouth and HMS Warrior. 

Bagpipes and claymores 

Other Service and civilian teams included Beefeaters from the 
Tower of London, RAF Stanmore, The Royal Engineers, RAF 
Wyton, The Royal Scots (with claymore and bagpipes) Thames 
River Police, the Royal Hospital School, Holbrook, The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme and RNA Watford. 

Despite, wet and windy weather, the course help up well and 
the event organiser, Rayleigh RNA Secretary Alan Booth, hopes 
to organise an event along the same lines for charity in April. 



and Cutler (Fleet) making the 
most significant contributions. 

The final positions were 
Plymouth (first) followed by 
the Royal Marines, Fleet, 
Naval Air Command and 
Portsmouth with Scotland 
bringing up the rear. 

On a sad note, the Navy said 
farewell to Cdr Sam Baker 
who has been involved in 
Royal Navy and Combined 
Services basketball for more 
than 30 years as a player, coach 
and administrator and will be 
sadly missed. 

He was presented with an 
engraved silver salver by the 
President of the RNBBA, Rear 
Admiral Perowne. 

The title of most improved 
player went to Marine Ian 
Aston. Next year’s champi¬ 
onship will be run by Naval Air 
Command. 


England stars 
tram at Drake 



iiiii 


HMS DRAKE’S Wyvern 
Centre played host to the 
basketball teams of 
England and Spain recently. 

The teams were training for 
the semi final of the 31st Mens 
European Championships at 
the Plymouth Pavilions at the 
end of November. Drake's S/Lt 
Brian Hayes is pictured with 
England’s John Amaichi. 



• Britannia ’s RS Phil Hook (centre) with (left) RS Paul Powell, and POCA 
Dave Bytes and Rayleigh RNA’s Bob Hill, Greg Foster and Alan Booth. 


RNAC’s run of bad luck continues! 


THE ROYAL Navy Athletic Club’s poor 
showing in the Hampshire League continued 
last month. 

This time the men were present in greater num¬ 
bers, but it was mainly the older and ex-Service 
athletes who turned out. 

On a bright, warm afternoon, the Memorial Park, 
Basingstoke , was more of a fast, grass track circuit than 
the traditional cross-country course and Simon Sheard 
ran a steady if uninspired race for 45th. 

This matched his place in the same fixture although 
the time was 45 seconds slower and was likely to have 
been his last race in the league as he is leaving the Navy 
and moving to the midlands. Simon’s hard work on 
behalf of Navy athletics will be sorely missed. 

Paul Davoile (Dolphin) in 62nd and Mike 
McLaughlin (Excellent) in 65th followed Simon in while 
John Gueran also broke into the top 100 by finishing 
89th. John rarely misses a fixture ana is showing excel¬ 
lent improvement after a knee operation last Easter. 

A welcome newcomer was Lt Cdr Shepherd (Dolphin) 
who was the club’s closing scorer. Club stalwarts Paul 

V___ 


CROSS-COUNTRY 


Kirkpatrick in 178th, Ken Barton in 222nd and Brian 
Howard in 226th ensured the RNAC vests, sweatshirts 
and bobble hats were visible amongst the field. For the 
ladies, only Sally Donnelly (RH Haslar) competed fin¬ 
ishing 45th. 

While the mens team languish in 24th place, Sally is 
working hard to maintain the club’s cross-country base 
in Portsmouth (the club finished 4th last season). If you 
know of anyone interested in running for the club please 
get them to contact Sally on RH Haslar ext 2413. 

Westward league 

In the Westward League, club members are even 
fewer but at least Bob Chapman (Heron) and Bill 
Francis (CFM Devonport) are Keeping the flag flying. 

In the fourth fixture over an atrociously muddy course 
at Paignton (who said anything about the English 
Riviera!) Bob finished 18th and Bill 35th. 

Even at this midway phase in the league fixtures, Bob 


looks to have both veterans over 50 and over 45 cate¬ 
gories sewn up. 

A good turnout by Navy athletes ensured JS 
Northwood vests were well to the fore in the recent 
London Services League race at SEME Bordon. 

A small field enjoyed a testing course through the 
woods of Bordon. Simon Sheard led for the first half lap 
in an attempt to break up the runners and compensate 
for his lack of finishing speed but he paid for his adven¬ 
turous start later and slipped to fourth for the second 
time in three races. 

Martin Price ran a more conservative race and fin¬ 
ished strongly for third. Danny McCabe, beginning to 
come to terms with ‘the short flat races down south’ 
improved his position in the league yet again to finish 
11th. 

Lynsey Gannon was never seriously threatened and 
completed a hat trick of wins while Mark Ashby was also 
clear in 2nd place. 

Any runners who would like further details of the 
League should contact Martin Price (Northwood ext 
46716) or POWPT Steph Groves (Northwood ext 
37820). 

_ / 


In brief 


Youdale wins 
squash open 

AN UNSTOPPABLE LWTR 
Jason Youdale won the Open 
Singles Squash title at the RN 
Championships at HMS 
Temeraire. 

Other title winners were Lt 
Robin Young (Vets Singles) Tim 
Webb (Vintage Singles) LWTR 
Youdale and CPO Dave Strickland 
(Doubles) CPOPT Jocky Stewart 
(Open Plate) and Lt Frank 
McKeown (Classic Plate.) 

Victory for 
Navy women 

THE RN Women’s Football 
team played their inaugural 
match against Horndean 
Ladies at Burnaby Road. 
Portsmouth, last month. 

After their first coaching ses¬ 
sion with Lt Cdr Henry 
Millington the same afternoon, 
the RNW went on to win the 
match 3-0. 

The goal scorers were Lt 
Charlie Atkins, LWWTR Claire 
Watts and LWAEA Trish 
Wilkinson. 

Bobsleigh duo 
on fast track 

LT PAUL ATWOOD has been 
celebrating his first World Cup 
medal after taking bronze as 
the brakeman with the GB 1 
four-man bobsleigh team at 
Winterberg, Germany, 
Meanwhile, Mne Lee Johnston 
was consolidating his position as a 
crewman with the GB 2 four-man 
team. Both men, from CTCRM, 
have had a meteoric rise in bob¬ 
sleigh, from novice to World Cup 
in two years. 

The pair, who also hope to qual¬ 
ify for tne 1998 Winter Olympics in 
Japan, attribute their success to 
basic Royal Marine fitness. 

Broncos play 
in Portsmouth 

A SERVICES Select Rugby 
League XIII will play the 
London Broncos at 
Burnaby Road, Portsmouth, 
kick off 1800. 

The team will also be vis¬ 
iting HMS Collingwood on 
January 30 for a coaching 
session with the Services 
players. 

Admission to the 
Portsmouth match is free - 
don’t miss the chance to 
see a Super League team in 
action! 

RN Gibraltar 
does it again 

RN GIBRALTAR followed up 
their victory in the interser¬ 
vices Cricket by winning the 
Combined Services Football 
League Cup Final. 

In a hard-fought and entertain¬ 
ing match against the Army, the 
score was level at 1-1 at full time, 
but the Navy won the match under 
the ‘golden goal’ rule by scoring 
first in extra time. 

River race 

ENTRIES are wanted for the 
125-mile Devizes to 
Westminster Canoe/Kayak 
race on Good Friday April 
10 . 

For details write to the com¬ 
petition secretary, Boscombe 
Forge, Church Rd, Bookham, 
Surrey KT23 3JG. 

































• Rory McNeile and Paul Johns charge through the Millbrook test track special stage on the 

first day of the Network Q RAC Rally. Picture by courtesy of Tony Large Photographic. 


Early season success bodes N 

well for Navy’s rally team 

THE ROYAL NAVY Rally Team has won the prestigious Garrards Cup for the highest 
placed military or police crew in this year's Network Q RAC rally. 

Contesting the final round of the FIA World Rally Championship for the third year, the Navy team 
finished the tough 1,300-mile high speed event second in class and 73rd overall from 160 starters. 


Britain’s Colin McRae won the rally, but 
failed in his bid to snatch the world title from 
Finland’s Tommi Makinen by a single point. 

The RN team enjoyed a relatively trouble- 
free event with a smooth start on the initial leg 
starting in Cheltenham and including timed 
stages at Blenheim, Silverstone, Woburn and 
Donnington, leaving them in 6th place at the 
end of the day. 

The second day saw them start in earnest in 
the demanding forests of mid and North 
Wales. Coping with fog and darkness, the 
team arrived back in Cheltenham 5th in class 
and less than a minute behind the car ahead. 
The final day saw more fog and slippery con¬ 


ditions on the forest tracks of South Wales, 
but they kept up a rapid pace to haul in the car 
ahead, while three of their competitors fell by 
the wayside, to give the RN second in class - 
an excellent result for the team in only its sec¬ 
ond event of the season. 

Team driver Lt Cdr Rory McNeile said the 
result was down to some excellent teamwork, 
with the servicing team keeping the Peugeot 
106 Rallye on the road and going strong 
throughout the event despite limited time to 
work on the car. 

□ The team were supported by DNR, Pooles 
Peugeot of Fareham, Home and Leisure Hire, 
Esso Oils and the RN Motorsports Association^ 


Service gears up for 
round-the-world race 



• Lord Portal: one of three Joint Services Nic 55s which will give up to 
108 RN personnel the chance to take part in a round-the-world race. 


STAFF at the Joint Services Sailing Centre at 
Gosport are gearing up for the Forces’ first round- 
the-world yacht race since the 1989 Whitbread. 

The prohibitive cost of competing seriously in the Whitbread 
(£5m to £10m) has put it beyond the Forces’ reach for over eight 
years. 


But the new event, Transglobe 
1998, is designed to make round- 
the-world racing affordable and 
within the realms of non-profes¬ 
sional yachtsmen. 

Three Nicholson 55s from the 
Joint Services Sailing Centre will be 
leaving England on a feeder race to 
Antigua in November this year, 
crewed by Servicemen and women 
of all abilities, from Yachtmaster 
Ocean to novice. 

The boats will then sail 30,000 
miles in eight legs, to Balboa, 
Honolulu, Hong Kong, Singapore 
and Penang, Cape Town, Buenos 
Aires, Grenada and back to the UK 
by December 22 1999, taking on a 
fresh crew at each port. 

This will give up to 108 RN per¬ 
sonnel the chance to take part, with 
their personal contributions averag¬ 
ing around £500, depending on the 
length of each voyage. 

The race is being organised by 
the Royal Ocean Racing Club and, 
unlike the Whitbread, avoids the 
extremes of the Southern Ocean by 
using the Panama Canal instead of 
rounding Cape Horn. 


Any regular Serviceman or 
woman with experience or aptitude 
can apply. Half of each crew must 
be under 25, and a third must be 
novices. 

For more details, watch out for 
the JS DCI or contact the Project 
Office, Transglobe 1998, JSASTC 
Gosport, Hants P012 2AQ, Tel 
01705 765003. 

RN going wel 
down under 

AS NAVY NEWS went to press 
the RN sailing team led by Lt 
Cdr Mike Broughton was start¬ 
ing the first of nine races for the 
Southern Cross Cup in 
Australia. 

Mike reported 100 per cent com¬ 
mitment from his crew and said 
they were making up for the lack of 
local knowledge with their determi¬ 
nation, and that they had already 
notched up a win over the RAN in 
a preliminary harbour race. 


South African team on tour 



HMS EXCELLENT’S CWPT 
Elaine Lindsay captained 
the Combined Service 
hockey team which took 
on a formidable side from 
South Africa at Burnaby 
Road, Portsmouth. 

With five full internationals 
in the Stellenbosch University 
side, the match provided the 
CS team with some of the 
stiffest opposition they have 
encountered to date. 

Opening lead 

The CS side, with six RN 
Women players, took the lead 
in the opening half when Lt 
Charlie Atkinson (HMS 
Dumbarton Castle) scored, 
but the visitors fought back to 
gain a 2-1 advantage by half 
time. 

Despite the CS team's 
efforts to compete at the 
same level as the visitors, the 
Stellenbosch team stepped 
up a gear and finished the 
match with a 7-1 lead. 

• Left: teams exchange gifts 
at the end of the match. 



OLYMPIC HOPEFULS 


ROYAL MARINES Ceri Thomas (above) and Craig Haslam 
have been battling with their Army biathlon team-mates to be 
selected for the 1998 Winter Olympics in Japan. 

There are only two places available, and the final decision will 
be made on January 11 after training and racing in Scotland, 
Austria and Scandinavia. 


Personalised Chairs 

Our Commodore chairs are versatile, lightweight and 
easy to stow, giving comfortable informal occasional 
seating on deck or at home. At just £24.95, including 
personalisation with a name or message of up to ten 
letters, they make excellent presents. Choose from: 

Frame finishes Canvas colours 

8270 Natural 8257 Lemon 

8274 White 8258 Royal blue 

8275 Black 8261 Natural 

8276 Mahogany stain 8263 Navy blue 

8277 Teak stain 8264 Black 

Authentic 
Bosun’s Calls 

Regulation British-made Naval calls expertly engraved with Name, Rank and Number 
or a message to a girlfriend etc. In presentation box with matching 50" neckchain, 
historical notes and a guide to piping. Beware non-functional and untuneable imitations. 
2131 Gold-plated call £27.50 2121 Silver-plated call £24.95 

2111 Brass/Copper call £19.95 2101 Nickel-plated call £19.95 

Engraving £2.20 per line (up to 18 letters and spaces - capitals and numbers count as 
two). Up to four lines (two each side). We also supply unengraved standard nickel calls 
at £14.95 (ref 2102). 

Top Quality Ship’s Bells 

Our ship’s bells are manufactured in the finest tradition - sand-cast 
in solid brass and hand-finished to a beautiful sheen. The 
specification and design is tightly-controlled to meet maritime 
requirements, the 8" and 12" sizes being DoT approved and 
certificated for commercial use. 

5081 4" Brass Ship’s bell £17.95 

5083 6" Brass Ship’s bell £39.95 

5105 8" Brass Ship’s bell £110 

5106 12" Ship’s bell (no bracket) £295 

Engraving - eg vessel name, port and construction 
date, or achievement accolade. 4" bells: £1.20 per letter 
6 & 8” bells: £1.65 per letter. Larger bells on request. 




Postage and handling on all orders (UK mainland, N. Ireland and Scottish Islands) £2.95 

TO ORDER call 01932 253333 or fax 01932 241679 with your credit/debit card 
details or post (cheques also welcome) to: 

Dept NN,The Ferry Point, Ferry Lane, 




lia 


Shepperton-on-Thames, Middlesex, 
TW17 9LQ, England. 
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Warship in 
Hong Kong 

DECEMBER saw the first 
RN warship return to 
Hong Kong since the 
hand over to China. 

HMS Nottingham put in 
to give the ship’s 270- 
strong crew a well-earned 
break from their seven- 
month deployment to the 
Gulf. 


Rating killed 
on railway 

A SAILOR from HMS 
Northumberland was killed 
when he was hit at night by a 
130-ton rail track maintenance 
vehicle. 

LS(R) John Wright (36) was 
struck on the railway line at 
Hemerdon Bank, Plympton at 
1.40am on November 17. A British 
Transport Police spokesman said 
the rail vehicle was travelling at 
only 15mph at the time. 

LS Wright was married and on 
leave from his ship which returned 
from Mediterranean deployment 
in mid-December. An inquest was 
opened and adjourned pending 
further inquiries. 

Cheaper cals 
in the pipeline 

THE FORCES charity Aggie’s 
is launching a scheme to bring 
down the cost of calling home 
for sailors. Royal Marines and 
their families. 

The initiative, which is being 
launched with the help London s 
Burning star Zoe Hayes (Chief 
Sub Carol) will depend on demand 
and the charity wants to hear from 
personnel who are interested in 
low cost local and national calls, 
internet access and video confer¬ 
encing. 

You can help them by calling an 
information line on 0800 783 3880. 
All calls are free. 


9 770028 167054 


0 


Defence review 
details due soon 


CRUCIAL decisions in the Strategic Defence Review on size, readiness and 
equipment of the Armed Forces are now expected to be made by the end of 
February. 

Every capability is being scrutinised in an equal manner, although it is accepted by many senior 
officers that capabilities geared more towards Cold War scenarios may not find a place in the new 
force structures. 


Defence Secretary George 
Robertson has directed that there 
should be particular focus on 
forces based overseas, the 
Reserves, increased joint opera¬ 
tions, equipment programmes, 
technology, efficiency, the 
Investment In People scheme, 
and Defence diplomacy - reduc¬ 
ing threat by active engagement 
of countries which could preju¬ 
dice international security. 

The review is also designed to 


produce an accurate picture how 
quickly Britain’s front-line forces 
will be able to deploy and their 
ability to meet any new policy 
requirements. 

War and peace 

The recent House of 
Commons debate and a third 
Strategic Defence Review semi¬ 
nar confirmed the Government’s 
intentions that the UK should 


continue to play a leading role in 
NATO and the United Nations. 

The need for British Forces to 
able to deploy effectively in both 
war and peace time, during con¬ 
flict and for humanitarian causes, 
has also been stressed. 

A Ministry of Defence SDR 
liaison team has also been set up 
and is charged with visiting as 
many units and establishments as 
possible to keep personnel up-to- 
date with developments. 



Iron Duke blazes away 

HMS IRON DUKE conducted the twelfth Harpoon missile firing by a Royal Navy 
warship during her weapons training exercises in the Caribbean. 

The ship also fired 150 rounds of 4.5-in shells onto the Puerto Rican beaches during a 
display of naval gunfire support. The ship returned to Portsmouth in December. 


FIRST FEMALE PWO 



THE NAVY’S first female 
Principal Warfare Officer 
has taken up her appoint¬ 
ment in HMS Sheffield. 

Lt Cdr Vanessa Spiller (33) 
from Winchester was the top 
Underwater Warfare student 
and second overall in PWO 
training at HMS Dryad. She 
joined the Navy as a Wren 
Radio Operator in 1983 and 
has served in HM ships Sirius, 
Broadsword and Brave. 

INSURANCE REVIEW 

ARMED Forces Minister Dr John Reid has announced a 
review of the complex and sometimes anomalous rules 
governing payments to personnel who are killed or 
injured, or who become ill as a result of their Service. 




WE GUARANTEE 

To beat any genuine quote on printed or embroidered garments 


For a set of leaflets or a faxed 
or written quotation, contact* 

reen 

Co-op Buildings, Walbottle, Tyne & Wear NE15 9RY 

Tel: TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0226 
Fax: TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0255 

All major Credit Cards 
accepted 
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INSIDE: Her roots, her life, her last tour and her decommissioning 


Sunset celebration of the Royal Yacht’s 44 years 
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Thousands cheer Britannia home after 



• Wearing her long paying-off pennant, HMY Britannia 
is escorted by a flotilla of small craft as she returns for 
the last time to her home port of Portsmouth. 



Rule Britannia 

ROYAL DOULTON CHARACTER JUG 





■■ 


Royal Doulton model no. D7107 


apa 


% 

^ Royal Doulton 




* 




he Royal Yacht Britannia is an important [ 
part of our naval history. As a tribute. 
Royal Doulton have been commissioned by 
Travers Stanley Collections to produce a 
celebration of Britannia. 

The design of the Britannia character jug is 
based on the image which has grown to epit¬ 
omise the spirit of our nation, an image that 
has been in use on coins since 1672. 

In a strictly limited production of 1,997, the 
Britannia jug, 41/4 inches (11 cms) in height, 
has been modelled by W K Harper of Royal 
Doulton who has captured a regal quality of 
fine beauty hand painting the jug in shades of 
blue. 

Exclusive to Travers Stanley Collections, this 
exquisite character jug, with its numbered 
certificate of authenticity from Royal 
Doulton, is a fitting tribute and is available at 
£59.85. Reserve yours today. 




PRIORITY ORDER FORM 

I enclose a cheque for £59.85 payable to Travers Stanley Group 
□ or please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Visa Delta/Delta card for 
£59.85 □ or 3 monthly payments of £19.95 □. Three or more 
jugs, full payment by cheque only □. P & P inclusive in UK, add 
£2.00 if outside UK. NB: The 3 monthly payment option is not 
available to overseas buyers. 

IS ^ D €5 

Card No. 11 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 1 

Expiry Date CD \J3 Name_ 

Address_ 


Post Code, 


Signature (I am over 18 years) 


. Daytime Tel. No _ 
-Date_ 


Return to: Travers Stanley Collections, P 0 Box 99, Sudbury, Suffolk 
C010 6SN. Tel: 01787 884099, 8am - 8pm, Monday - Friday. 
Answerphone after hours. Please allow 28 days for delivery. 


Guarantee: If you decide not to keep the Jug, we will refund your money. If there is a defect, please return and the jug will be replaced. 



• The Royal Yacht’s last 
Commanding Officer, Comm¬ 
odore Anthony Morrow, stands 
on her bridge wing to acknowl¬ 
edge the waves and cheers of 
the thousands of people who 
lined Southsea sea front . 


Pictures: LA(PHOT)s Dave Hunt and Nobby Hall 
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t tour reaches its climax in London 





CAPITAL 

FINALE 


T HE ROYAL Yacht was the 
epitome of British sang 
froid as she slipped down 
the River Thames for the last 
time. 

Crowds cheered from the banks. 
Tower Bridge and piers, boats fussed 
about her on the river, helicopters 
buzzed incessantly overhead - but 
Britannia was serenity itself as she glid¬ 
ed out of the Pool of London on her 
final voyage. 

Dead on time, the last mooring rope was 
slipped, the shortened paying-on pennant 
was raised, and the Yacht was nudged side¬ 
ways into mid-stream to allow her to pass 
under the raised roadway of Tower Bridge. 

The Band of the Royal Marines 
Portsmouth played Auld Lang Syne as the 
ship blasted a final farewell on her steam 
siren, which was answered by a cacophany of 


hooters, sirens and horns - one of the first 
coming from the visiting French frigate 
Second Maitre le Bihan, alongside HMS 
Belfast. 

“In 1954 the first royal visit in the UK for 
Britannia was to London, so it is appropriate 
that it is from the capital that she makes her 

- By Mike Gray - 

on board Britannia 

final journey,” said Cdr Rupert Head, the 
ship’s public relations officer. 

Director of Music Capt David Cole RM 
then led his musicians in a medley while the 
ship, with tugs bobbing in her wake and at 
her bows, but under her own power, passed 
Wapping and Limehouse with crowds still 
watching and flashguns glittering on both 
banks. 

She cruised past the glittering glass edi¬ 


fices of Docklands and the skeletal 
Millennium Dome. Greenwich once again 
had a special message for the Yacht; fire¬ 
works burst overhead as the Duty Officer at 
the Royal Naval College saluted from the 
gates, the ship’s band striking up Rule 
Britannia to the accompaniment of the siren. 

The ship had been watched up-river the 
previous week by the Commander of the RN 
College, Cdr Johnny Maughan, who had a 
special interest in her passing, having been 


navi^ 

April 


1996. 


officer in the Royal Yacht until 


Britannia’s senior engineer, Lt Cdr Dickie 
Randall, left no one in any doubt as to the 
pride he feels about the ship. “When we get 
back to Portsmouth, Britannia will have done 
1,086,041 nautical miles in her life,” he 
said.“That will include 32,401.7 nautical 
miles since we left Portsmouth in January.” 

It was difficult to gauge the mood of the 
Yachtsmen, some of whom had spent most of 

tkair Motral f'oroar in ikn cktn “U/o’iio knon 


We’ve been 
ad a chance to 


their Naval career in the shi] 
veiy busy here - no one has 
take stock. It will hit us tomorrow by the time 
we reach Portsmouth. I’ve only been in her 
for 20 months, but some people have put a 
life’s work into the Yacht.” 


B 


Musical 
tribute 
to Yacht 


I y the time the Thames Barrier drew 
i closer the escorting fleet - including 
f the historic tug Golden Cross, which 
had led her into London a week earlier - had 
dropped far astern, but admirers still made 
their feelings known in another exchange of 
sirens, this time with the Woolwich Ferry and 
lorry drivers on the quays and jetties along¬ 
side. 

Meanwhile, the ship’s company of 240 
were stepped down to reduced special sea 
duties - a condition dictated by the tricky art 
of river navigation in a large ship. 

Turning to her last deployment to the Far 
East, Lt Cdr Randall said Britannia had 
proved an asset to the last. “We visited 18 


• The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh arrive on board the Royal Yacht at 
the ship’s berth in the Pool of London. They were followed by the Prince 
of Wales who spent his 49th birthday in Britannia . 

countries this year on a commercial trip, 
including four ports in Japan, and every¬ 
where we went people said they were coming 
to the presentations because they were on 
the Royal Yacht. We’ve had orders for British 
firms worth £2 billion signed on the Yacht 
since Januaiy, and massive crowds every¬ 
where, even though we were not open to the 
public. 

“There have been 110 major com¬ 
mercial and diplomatic events this 
year, 99 per cent of them trying to get 
people to invest in Britain. We ve 
been away from our base port for 
about eight months.” 

He has no doubts that the ship has plenty 
of life left in her. “From Manilla to the Suez 
this summer we did the fastest passage in her 
44-year history, and the engines ran as sweet¬ 
ly as you could wish. We kept up the highest 
sustained average speed we’ve ever done, for 
more than two weeks in the monsoon season. 

“This is the most reliable ship I’ve ever 

■ Turn to Supplement page VII 


Historic shut-down 


FOR THE Royal Yacht engineers the 
grand finale came with the final shut¬ 
down on November 22 of Britannia’s 
main boilers. 

Getting together for this picture of 
the event on the day the ship came 
alongside at Portsmouth are 
POMEM(M)s David Rayner, Andy King, 
Pat Patterson, Gary Charman, Les 
Greening, Andy Graham and Duncan 
Gibbs. 

The boiler room contains two main 
and one auxiliary Foster Wheeler D 
Type boilers. The main boilers are fitted 


with three burners each and produced 
75,0001b of steam per hour at 300 psi. 
The auxiliary boiler has two auto burn¬ 
ers and produced 20,0001b of steam. 

Britannia is the last HM vessel to 
have steamed using three boilers con¬ 
nected. They produced steam for the 
turbo-generators, evaporators, galleys, 
laundry, air-conditioning and heating 
as well as for the main engines. 

Under normal steaming the tempera¬ 
ture above the boilers was 160 degrees 
F - perfect for cooking the middle 
watch’s spuds. 


A MUSICAL tribute to the 
Royal Yacht by the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra under 
the baton of Carl Davis has 
been issued as a CD. 

Augmented by the Brighton 
Festival Chorus, the * orchestra 
plays such favourites as Jerusalem , 
Rule Britannia and Auld Lang 
Syne. It also includes a new 
arrangement by Carl Davis of the 
Rod Stewart song Sailing . 

The album, Britannia , is the 
first UK classical release to be 
recorded by a new process called 
“high density compatible digital”. 

The foreword has been written 
by Commodore Morrow, and King 
George’s Fund for Sailors will 
receive a donation for each copy 
sold. 

The CD is available at all good 
record shops or through the adver¬ 
tisement which appears in page 
VII of this supplement. 


• OUR FRONT COVER 
photograph by LA 
(PHOT) Jim Gibson of 
HMS Neptune, shows 
HMY Britannia sailing 
into the Clyde, for her 
visit to Glasgow. 




















































Option* 


1FWH BRITANNIA SUPPLEMENT JANUARY I *m 




Georg* VI, the Wit of Rag Officer f 
Yachts (FORT) com into us* tor 
Hm& KMm appoints Admiral Umb 


1952 John Brown A Co I Jd of Oydtonk 
awarded ooiftirace *n Ichj u^lv to build 
ftoyjd Yacht (Ship Ntktftk J, Patrick McBride 
appomccd to cnnyee deeoratkni of Slate 
A pari menu and Itopd Suite ^ Sir Hugh 
Carson appowicd txmra Irani architect Queen 
deader hiift cotowr tfrouM depan from iradt* 
non foi Royal Yachts in that Britannia'* WoeU 
be nan? Niie, not btac 1. Slue puts toward the 
idea of gold-leaf trim on the hull 

1 953 Queen launches Britannia on April 


1954 Britannia tximm&Kjaacd in January. 
Her building tusl* Jtre just over 12 miJiaun 

Queen, Duke of Kdinhurgh and 
Rrn'i) chikircn tor homeward «jvmc after vwjI 
to 1 ih)‘i Returns Duke of Edinburgh to m 
Canada nut 

1955 Visits to West Indies (Princess 
Margaret); Mediterranean tor Combined 
Fleet exercises end Denmark (Daks of 


Edinburgh); Norway ((Queen And Ouke); 
Woles, fcfie of lion, Scotland (Queen, Duke 
of Edinburgh, Prince Charles and 
Princess Anne y 

1955 Mcdhcrramrati vmi with Duke of 
Edinburgh for Fket csercrioc Sweden (Queen 
and Duke) Swedish RovaJ tasnity pit modern 
fumiturr for use tn BhusniL Vti*l& to 
Scotland (Duke of Edinburgh); East African 
xQfe* (Priaoeia Margaret). Duke of 
CiliBbiiighS world tour begiet, including 
Aoitraiixia and Antarctic region, 

1957 Duke of Edinburgh's world tour 
Visit lo Portugal end Denmark (Queen end 
Duke); Channel Islands (Queen, Duke and 
Prince Charles) 

1W* Netherlands {Queen); N. Ireland 
(Quern Mother); Great Britain (Queen and 


1959 Duke of Edinburgh * visit to S E 
Asia, Hong Kong, Pacific Is. end 
Bahamas. Queen and Duke on board 
Britannia to open the St Lawrence 
Seaway, President Eisenhower on board. 
So that she could pass under bridges of 
toe St Lawrence, the Royal Yacht had the 
top 20ft of tier mammas! and aerial 


1950 Vtot iodici (Prinoew Anne). West 
Indjci fconorooon cruise tor Pnocci* 
ktarpsrd amJ Antony Anwrtrung J mnev 

1WM Visits to Gibraltar. Tunisia (Queen 
Mother); Italy {Queen and Duka); Greece, 
Turkey (Puke and Duomss ol 
Gloucester 1, 

(Queen and 
(Queen send i 

1962 OibvslUf, Qprua* Libya (Pr 

Amic); (Queer* Mother. Quern, 

Duke of Edinburgh k 

1963 Australasia, Fiji (Queen and 
Duke); Channel Is, life of Han and 
Enghind (Queen Mother} 

1954 West Indict (Queen MotherL 
SfjtaElon&J (Queen and Duke); Iceland, 
Bahamas. Mexico. W Indies (Duke id 
Ld.nbfiirfrti) Canada (Queen, Ddbt of 
Ldif&uryh, Pnoraw Avne). 


h w. African stales 


and Lord Snowdon); West Germany, 
Britain (Quean and Duke). 

1965 W ladies (Qwect* nad Puke) 
Aiatirata&tt (Queen, Queen Mother) 

1967 Canada (Qumo. Duka ot Edin¬ 
burgh and Quean Mother) 

1968 Braid ind Chik (Qwccn and DuJk>. 
Ftni of Br‘Srs Dn*s’m Brant to pro¬ 
mote trade Visit to Gibraltar (Queen 
Motor). 


1972 Sqw&JBm Aba (Queen, Duke ol 
bdtaborgh. Princess Anne); Ctom ind b 
(Pruicejat Aame). 

1973 Pnncas* Anna and Cap* Ma«1( 


Australasia. Samoa. Tonga, Fiji, W. Indies 
(Queen and Duke) 

1978 W. Gamam, Channel Is, (Queen and 
Duke). 

1979 Queen and Duka ot Edinburgh 
vlsri Gtdf States where two Persian rugs 
presented for Britannia* Royal Pack 
Probably most valuable item on board - 
sculpture to settd gold of two camels 
under palm trees — presented by Rider of 
Dubai. Visits to Denmark (Quaen and 
Duka) and British locations (Queen 
Mother) 

1900 France (Prince otf Wale*); UK (Queen. 
Duke of Ldmburgb. Queen Mother); ltaW T N. 
Africa (Queen and Duke). Naples wut to pro 
ciroie trade. 

1901 Honeymoon to MedltaiTanaan and 
Red Sea of Prince and Princess of Wales. 
Visits to Norway, Shetland, Indian Ocean, 


Australasia (Queen and Duke). King Otov 
V on board tor Norwegian visft 

1902 France for to *0th anniMmary erf the 

St Sa*3hc raid: Australia for the 
CommawmM Games (Duke of Edkburgkk 
AertmfciMii dml Pucifk erfimk (Queen and 
Duke of Ediebtmh), Entod (Queen 

MotorV 

1983 Mexico. USA Canede, Sweden 
(Queen end Duke); Canada (Prince and 
Princess of Wales) Promotion of trade In 
Stockholm 

1904 Ftowx ft* 40th millenary trf D-Day, 
Canada (Owen aed Duke); ft»N (Queen 
Mother). 

1985 west Africa, Portugal (Duke of 


1974 Aaitttoia, Far I an (Queen and 
Duke), 

1975 Mexico, Jamaica, Channel Is, 
(Queen and Duka); Central America (Duke 
of Edinburgh). Mexico visM to promote 


for Investiture of Prince of Wales 

1970 Bunk* replace hammock* for men of 
Royal YadM. Bmmnm Uil iiM *bip lo me 
lummcclu. LS lute 5tewaut who had never 
ind a bank at ira, $n< n special permiumn to 
rcUm bn hsmmtdL Viun to Aurtral^n. Fqt, 
Tonga(Queen and Duke) 

1971 Panama Canal and Pwtttc iatenda 
(Duke ot Edinburgh); Canada, Turkey 
(Queen, Duke of Edinburgh* Princess 


h kter awarded the 
foe Bravery, VjstN to 
AMralu aod Nn* 
Duke); Qnuin and & 
Priacr* erf C 

Anrcs twexymxm < 
York. huedkA <jf 

Shaagkek- 

1987 Ms (Of rail 
included resioratto 
lings 


1978 Finland, USA for Dtorntceuial «b 
bratiea* (Qveea and Duke); Canada tor 
Montreal OlympkTi (Queen, Duke of 
Esiinburgk. ssd Princes ChiTlev, Amimi 
and Etojird) Nor York vriit lo promote trade 

1977 Royal Fleet Review at Spilhead to 
mmk Queen s Solver Jubilee. Visits to 


Edinburgh); Madeira (Duka of Edinburgh 
and Princes* Alexandra); Portugal, W 
todies and Bahamas for Conmonweafth 
Heeds of Govemmeni meeting (Queen 


# tne Jftips/ Yacn f HM Jwk> 
end Oec&v driMS jesst^pr #aw«M* an 
tov toe «bi to by Queen 

Buoimt* me Qmm Motor to fflm 
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France (O^a'H Hid Du it of Edtfibiifyh* 
PniM^u and Cdr Txmolby DufCfior, 

Priam King Hsntkl of Htw*y 

flwx Bemtk&nl cd Kdboi»Kk of 

USA, Cacxfc Rcfwbik, Poland, Slonakh, *ml 
Prime Meuetrrt of Autlrahi, Canada. N 
Zealand ami Itniiunk Ttni visit H> 
Ruvsia during ehidh President Yeltsin a jab* 
vft bewni Denmark (Queen and [We) Trsdc 
promot vans hi New Yud, Tkrlfiaki and Si 
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Edinburgh and Prince of Wales; East 
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1999 South Africa tour (Quean and 
Duke); Germany (Duke and Duchess of 
Kent) 

1990 USA (Duke* erf Ldmt*tr*b and York)- 
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1863-1912... HMY Alberta 


1870-1908 ... HMY Osborne 


1907-25 ... HMY Alexandra 




END OF THE LINE 
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Covering the Britannia story . . . 


THIS limited-edition commemorative cover has 
been issued by the Royal Naval Philatelic 
Society to mark the paying-off of HMY 
Britannia. The cover incorporates four double¬ 
sided photocards and associated leaflet. As 
well as Britannia, the cards will also feature 
four previous Royal Yachts - Osborne. Alberta. 
Alexandra and Victoria and Albert III. 


Four categories of the cover, many signed by 
former Royal Yachtsmen, will range in price 
from C6-C11. Members of the RN Philatelic 
Society will enjoy a discount. For orders and 
enquiries, contact the Royal Naval Philatelic 
Society, Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. 19 
College Road. HM Naval Base Portsmouth. P01 
3LL (01705 291259). 


Final chapter in 
300-year story 
of Royal Yachts 


T he departure of 

HMY Britannia has 
brought an end to a 
long line of Royal Yachts 
spanning three cen¬ 
turies. 

No fewer than 66 official 
yachts have been used by 
British monarchs since the first 
was presented to Charles II by 
the people of Amsterdam 
where he had spent his exile. 

He took possession of the 50ft 
vessel soon after his return to 
England in 1660, and named her 
the Mary after his daughter, the 
Fust Princess Royal. For Charles, 
the Mary was the first of a fleet of 
no fewer than 27 yachts of various 
shapes and sizes, most of which, as 
a keen sporting yachtsman, he used 
in races - particularly against his 
brother, the future James II. 

One, however, became the first 
Royal Yacht to provide sumptuous 
living accommodation - a floating 
palace - in 1682. She was the 
strangely named Fubbs, reflecting 
Charles’s blatant promiscuity, for 
“Fubbs” was the pet name of his 
favourite mistress of the time, the 
Duchess of Portsmouth. 

Fubbs sailed on well after her 
first owner’s death, being rebuilt by 
William III and again by George I 
in 1724. 

However, Charles’s successors in 
the 18th century lacked his enthusi¬ 
asm for yachting, and built and 
maintained their own vessels main¬ 
ly for passage across the Channel. 

Twenty-five of Charles’s impres¬ 
sive fleet were passed on for gener¬ 
al service witn the Royal Navy. 
Most notable of these were the 
Merlin and Monmouth which in 


1693 made the first comprehensive 
survey of Britain’s coastal waters, 
producing charts which were still in 
use towards the end of the 18th 
century. 

Nevertheless, it was in George 
II’s time that the longest serving 
Royal Yacht was built. Initially 
called the Royal Caroline, she was 
renamed the Royal Charlotte after 
George Ill’s bride, and served until 
1817 when a new yacht, the Royal 
George, succeeded her. 

The Royal George, whose interi¬ 
or was fitted out in all the elegance 
and splendour of the period, was 
destined to be the last sailing Royal 
Yacht. Initially, she was used by the 
young Queen Victoria, but she was 
not amused by the vessel’s slowness 
and motion - which made her vio¬ 
lently seasick. 

After a three-day voyage to 
Scotland, during which the yacht 
was overtaken by steam colliers, 
Victoria vowed never again to set 
foot on the vessel, and promptly 
ordered a new one - a paddle 
steamer. 

Completed in 1843, she was the 
first of three vessels to be named 
Victoria & Albert. She was used by 
the Royal couple on average twice 
a year over the next ten years. 

B y now maritime technology 
was advancing swiftly, and 
it was not long before the 
second Victoria & Albert was 
brought into service. Larger, faster 
and with a greater range than her 
predecessor, Victoria & Albert II 
served for 45 years from 1855 and 
was used by the Royal Family 150 
times - two-thirds of those voyages 
being to foreign ports. 

Meanwhile, the Queen and 
Prince Consort’s attachment to 
their home at Osborne House in 


1901-39.. . HMY Victoria and Albert III, and (inset) her last, sad journey to the breakers in the 1950s. 


the Isle of Wight, made it necessaiy 
to build a smaller vessel - the Elfin 
- which, with the Royal Yacht’s 
tender, would be used to ferry 
them and their needs back and fore 
across the Solent 

When the Queen was at 
Osborne, the Elfin, a small paddle 
steamer, made daily trips between 
Portsmouth to Osborne Bay, carry¬ 
ing despatches, newspapers and 
correspondence. 

Among the lesser known Royal 
Yachts were another two built for 
Queen Victoria - the Alberta, 
launched at Pembroke in 1863 and 
broken up at Portsmouth in 1912; 
and the Osborne, launched in 1870 
and sold in 1908. 

It was during Victoria’s reign 
that yacht racing became fashion¬ 
able, and Cowes Week attracted 
royal patronage in the form of the 
Prince of Wales, the future Edward 
VII. 

Among the best known of his 
many yachts was the Britannia, 
which won 157 prizes at Cowes. 
When Edward died, she was inher¬ 
ited by George V who often took 
the helm himself at regattas. So 
fond was he of Britannia that he 
willed her to be scuttled when he 
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Review in 1937 and several times # 
afterwards until the outbreak of 
World War IL 

On one of the last occasions she 
was used as a Royal Yacht, the V & 
A III took the Royal Family on a 
West Country cruise, during which 
a Dartmouth cadet dined on board 

- and that was the first recorded 
meeting between Princess 
Elizabeth and her future husband. 

During the war, the Victoria & 
Albert served as an accommoda¬ 
tion ship in Portsmouth, eventually 
being broken up at Faslane in 1955 

- without controversy. 


Koyal Natal 
Philatelic Social 
H M, Naval Due 
PORTSMOUTH 


died - and his wishes were carried 
out in 1936. 

But her wheel, which steered her 
to so many yachting triumphs, con¬ 
tinued in use - it was installed in 
thepresent Britannia. 

Tne third Victoria & Albert, and 
the last Royal Yacht before HMY 
Britannia was built, was never used 
by the Queen. She made her last 
voyage in Victoria & Albert II in 
1900, soon after the launch at 
Pembroke of the more powerful, 
twin-screw ship. 

Victoria & Albert III was com¬ 
missioned in July 1901, six months 


after Victoria died. The new yacht, 
the first to have electricity, was 
much used for travel and lavish 
entertainment by Edward VII, who 
appreciated her comfort but 
bemoaned what he regarded as her 
ugliness. In addition, Edward had 
use of the smaller HMY 
Alexandra, launched in 1907 and 
named after his Queen 
The V & A III was used very lit¬ 
tle by George V who generally dis¬ 
liked foreign travel and did not 
warm to foreigners. However, 
George VI became fond of the ves¬ 
sel, using her for his Coronation 
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Options 


PARTING 

MOMENT 


The last salute . . . from 
Commodore Morrow to the 
ship and her men. 

Pictures: LA(PHOT) Bunny Warren 


Exporters 
gifts for 
every 
crewman 

EACH of the 240 crew of 
HMY Britannia has rec¬ 
eived a surprise gift of a 
specially engraved crystal 
glass tankard - as a thank- 
you for promoting British 
exports. 

The gifts were present¬ 
ed by British Invisibles, an 
organisation which repre¬ 
sents financial and busi¬ 
ness institutions in the 
City of London. 

The group has had 
close associations with 
the Royal Yacht since 1980 
and has used her as a plat¬ 
form for export presenta¬ 
tions all over the world. 

British Invisibles export 
promotion director, Gaye 
Murdoch, said the associ¬ 
ation with the Royal Navy 
would continue through 
other HM vessels, includ¬ 
ing HMS Invincible which 
late last year provided a 
platform for the organisa¬ 
tion in Barcelona. 


do. I’m delighted she’s been able 
to run for a full final year - she’s 
never given us any doubt as to her 
ability. I salute the country for all 
they have given Britannia, and I 
think we’ve given something back 
to them.” 


“Includes Jerusalem, Rule Britannia, Pomp & Circumstance, Nimrod, Sailing By. 
HMS Pinafore, Fantasia on British Sea Songs and a special arrangement of Sailing 


The Greatest British Album 


of The Century 


BRITANNIA* 


CARL HANTS 


rm ROY M. philharmonic; ORCHLnTRA M CHOfU’S 


And the 
sheds a 

T HE wind of change 
blew through Ports¬ 
mouth Naval Base as 
Her Majesty’s Yacht became 
plain Britannia. 

How many tears were down 
to emotion, and how many 
were prompted by the chilly 
gusts which flipped the caps of 
three yachtsmen over the side 
of the ship, was hard to say. 

As the crowds - estimated at 
2,500 - gathered in grandstands on 
South Railway Jetty, wintry sun¬ 
shine lit up Britannia’s flags. 

But before the royal party and 
VIPs left the yacht, clouds scud¬ 
ding in from the west had drained 
much of the colour from the scene. 

The Queen, Duke of Edinburgh, 
and their sons and daughter 


Queen 
tear. . . 

looked sombre through the short 
service, but the event was 
enlivened by the Royal Marines 
Band which beat retreat - including 
a poignant final Sunset , when the 
Yacht’s white ensign was lowered 
for the last time. 

Later the Queen had tea with 
past and present yachtsmen, many 
of whom had enjoyed impromptu 
reunions after the formalities. 

■ Britannia’s last radio message 
was itself part of a historic global 
link-up to mark the centenary of 
Marconi’s first permanent wireless 
station. 

The Royal Yacht’s signal was the 
culmination of a day of frantic 
activity at Alum Bay on the Isle of 
Wight; appropriately it was trans¬ 
mitted on a Marconi 640HF set, one 
of the oldest in the Royal Navy. 
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CAPITAL FINALE 


• Sea King helicopters of 819 
Naval Air Squadron based at 
HMS Gannet provide air escort 
for HMY Britannia as she 
steams up the Clyde for her 
visit to Glasgow. Other ports 
of call on her last tour included 
Plymouth, Cardiff, Belfast, 
Liverpool, Aberdeen and 
Newcastle. 


■ From page III 

been in. She’s very well-built and 
very well maintained - she has to 
be, because she’s hard-worked, not 
a plaything.” 

Britannia will probably be Lt 
Cdr Randall’s last sea job, and sev¬ 
eral of his colleagues are calling it a 


day after the Yacht is destored in 
Portsmouth. 

CPOWEA Ray Lapworth, the 
senior radio and electronics man 
on board, leaves the Navy after he 
leaves the Yacht. “I’ve been in the 
Royal Yacht for five years, so it’s 
my last Navy job after 23 years in 
the service - and this is my last 
night at sea,” he said. 

“There’s no better way, to my 
mind, for me to finish my career in 
the Navy than being here. She’s a 
beautiful vessel, and it’s been a 
pleasure being on board. It was 
quite emotional coming under 
Tower Bridge - there were tears in 
my eyes.” 

Ray’s job has been more of a 
challenge in Britannia than in 
other RN ships: “The communica¬ 
tions are a bit antiquated - we had 
to go to the GEC/Marconi muse¬ 
um earlier this year to borrow 
some spares for different units.” 

Once into the wider reaches of 
the lower Thames, Britannia’s 
Commanding Officer, Comm¬ 
odore Tony Morrow (Commodore 
Royal Yachts), had a chance to 
reflect on her departure. 

“It was a remarkable sight - just 
overwhelming. It was a very, very 
special moment for everybody,” he 
said. Forty-four years ago 
Britannia came here proudly at the 
end of her first Commonwealth 
tour. Today the feeling is that 
London has changed but Britannia 
has not. 

“She has covered a million 
miles, and circumnavigated the 
world eight times, which shows the 
great power of this ship - she has 
done all that she has been asked to 


Picture: LA(PHOT) Jim Gibson 


Requiem to a Royal Yacht Sam Morley © 

"Once Albion’s re gut ship bus gone 
From that brave world she made sublime 
This peerless book will e'er remain - 
A footprint in the sands of time!" 

THE ROYAL YACHT BRITANNIA’ 

By Brian Hoey - A magnificent "coffee-table’ presentation 

The elegance of this super-book is a fitting tribute to the story of a 
unique and beautiful ship at the end of its 43-year-old career. 
280x220mm Hardback 176 pages 88 illustrations in colour 44 in mono 

£19.75 add £4.80p+p. 

Includes an 8-page AS supplemenf, 
featuring BRI TANNIA’S par! in 
providing H.M. 
the Queen with a 
preview of the 
>ady In White 
Monument at 
Durban in March 
‘95, despite strong 
opposition from 

our ‘politically correct’ Foreign Office 

White Ensign Book Club 
113 The Ridgeway, Northaw 
Potters Bar. Herts EN6 4B(» 

_Tel: 01707 872720 

Free catalogue on request * ax: °U07 873444 


ruannia 


Please send me_ 

Name_ 

Address_ 


_copy/ies of ‘Britannia’ 


Postcode 


I enclose Cheque/Postal Order to the value of &___ 

Made payable to Sound Recording Technology Ltd 
or debit my Credit Card (✓) - Mastercard □ Visa □ Switch □ 

cani Number rTTTTTTT TTTTTTT T~l 


Signature 


Expiry date- 

Post coupon to: Sound Recording Technology 

Audio House, Edison Road, St. Ives, Cambridgeshire PE 17 4LF England 
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Gifts with a Nautical Flavour - ideal for those with a love of sea & ships. 

Our range of Giftware is growing! so much so we can no longer fit everything onto one page, 
but our catalogue is FREE! Send for your copy now. 






Surface mail abroad 
please add 50p 


( NEW STYLE) 

THIS CLASSIC SWEATSHIRT 
combines comfort and style. 
Navy blue with embroidered 
ensign motif 


( STERLING SILVER JEWELLERYJ 


Sizes 

Med, Lge, Ex- Lge 


Surface Mail 
Abroad 


( NAVY NEWS CLOClQ 


r 

NB Items 

T 


are not shown 


L 

actual size 

J 


The Royal Naval Crown is the design chosen for this 
new range of jewellery. Each item is in sterling silver 
and carries the English Hallmark. 

Buy Cuff Links & Tie Slide together 
for special price of £55 (UK) 


Buy all three items together 
for special price of £85.99 (UK) 

surface mail abroad please add 50p 
All items presentation boxed 


This long awaited authentic clock 
styled in red, white & blue will 
complement any room in your 
home 


UK 

Size 14 V/ diameter 


Surface Mail 
Abroad 


( BLAZER BUTTONS^ ) 

Full set of men’s enamelled blazer 
buttons in translucent dark blue. 

Gold plated Royal Navy Crown 
and trim adds that 
personal touch. 


FIVE-PANEL 


& CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD 
Reproduced with the permission 
of the Controller of HMSO 


UK 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 70p 


MATCHING CUFF LINKS 


( BASEBALL CAP ) 

100% cotton with stiffened peak, back size- 
adjuster. Gold coloured Royal Navy Crown to 
the front, and Navy News logo to the back. 

Available in Black or Blue (please specify) 


UK 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 50p 


( ANCHOR CORKSCREW ) 

Navy News has added this unusual 
Anchor design Corkscrew to their 
giftware catalogue. Handmade 
from real English Pewter it 
bears the Royal Navy Crown 
and comes presentation 
boxed. 


UK 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 50p 






Calling Navy News Subscribers !! 

Did you know that by quoting your unique subscriber 
number, you are entitled to 10% OFF any of ‘NAVY 
NEWS' OWN promotional items advertised throughout 
the paper 


To order any 
item on this 
page write to 


The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH. 
TEL: 01705 826040 
FAX: 01705 830149 


Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International 
Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/ Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, 

please use coupon on page 4 


TANKARD) 


ROUND LIQUEUR DECANTER ) 


For all Glassware outside UK please phone for 
packaging costs 


Just FOUR items chosen from our beautiful range 
of Crystal Glassware. Each Item tastefully 
engraved with the Roval Navy Crown and 


C 


MINI QUADRO DECANTER & 2 


tots) 


PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY. ALL UK PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE & PACKAGING UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 



















































